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ADVERTISEMENT 



FIRST EDITION. 



The Author of the following Letters has 
yielded^ with extreme reluctance, to the desires 
of his Family and Friencls^ by printing a few 
copies of them for private circulation. He 
earnestly entreats, that no one, into whose 
hands this small work may fall, will become 
accessary, in any way, to the Letters, or any 
part of them, being made public. 

December 12 th, 1823. 
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PREFACE 



/ 
TO THE 



SECOND EDITION. 



Thb fonowing ^ages comprise some part- 
ticulars of a Tout fjpom Calais through the 
Netherlands to Cologne ; thence up the Rhme 
to Schaffhausen ; through Switzerland to Ge«- 
neva; thence by Chamoufiyi to Milan and Tu^ 
rin ; returning by Lyon and Paris to En^nd. 

The reader must not expect in these letteft 
any thing of the stu<fied and minute details of a 
regular tourist The author makes no such 
pretensions. He travelled as an invalid and 
as a clergyman^ after a life spent ih theologicU 
pursuits^ and his attention was most strongly 
directed to the beauties of hatixre, and to in- 
quiries into subjects connected T^ith morals and 
religion. His letters are also tfieunpiiemedhated 
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VI PREFACE TO THE 

effusions of the moment, giving the first im- 
pressions made upon his mind by the scenes 
through which he passed, and by the informa- 
tion afforded him by the pious and learned 
persons to whom he was introduced. The 
facts which he records ilhtstrative of the super- 
stitions* of Popery or the indifference of Pro- 
testantism, of the moral and social condition of 
the inhabitants of different countries, and of 
the estimate formed of spiritual and vital Chris- 
tianity, he simply describes as they fell under his 
own observation. Perhaps he expresses him- 
self with more surprise than the reader would 
expect on some occasions, from his previous 
recluse habits. Every thing was new to a 
stranger emerging from his study to travel for 
the first time in foreign lands. 

. Sokne reasons may naturally be required for 
the publication of letters so devoid of the or- 
dinary claims to attention. The simple truth 
is, that having been ordered to travel abroad 
for his health' last summer, he was accom- 
panied by his family and an old college friend. 
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On their arrival at Calais, his cotnpfflsion and* 
his sons began to. keep journals of their tour* 
From this attempt, his state of health exempted 
him.' When the. time, however, arrived > for 
sending despatches: to En^and^ most 6( the 
party : being engaged irithL their journals> he 
was unanimously requested to write the fifrst 
letter. A similar reason offered itself at each 
succeeding post; and thus ' the author be- 
came, without the- slightest prievious inten* 
tion, the English con'espdndent. He was en^ 
couraged to proceed by the accounts which 
he received . from home; of the pleasure which 
his hasty sketehes afforded to the absent mem- 
bers of his family. He had soon a letter al- 
ways in hand; and the Journab gradually fall- 
ing into arrear/ Iris series of communications 
was sometimes the only record of the journey. 
By degrees/ also, his« health and spirits im- 
proved, and he took a livelier interest ih his 
tasky.and executed it more in detail. • He was, 
in consequ^ice, not at all aware of the length 
of his correspondence, tUl he saw it collected 
together on his return. 
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In this totally unprepared and confidential 
manner were these letters written. The author 
communicated his first ideas of all he saw, 
and his opinions on various subjects^ with- 
out the slightest suspicion that his letters 
would be communicated beyond his own 
family. 

When he retunied to England^ he foi»Ml, 
to his utter surprise^ that they bad been read 
by a Qonsider^ible circle of friends^ who. wens 
pleased, to express. tbemselveA gratified: with 
the number and variety of facts he had col* 
lected, and especially with his account of the 
state of Teligion abroad. They soon became 
iniportunate with him to allow a; few copies to 
be printed for private circulation. They ad« 
mitted, indeed, that such free communications 
migh|; not be fit for the pdblic eye; but main* 
tain^d^ that no inconvenience could .arise fvem 
a private edition of them. Aflor much delay, 
and with, extreme reluctance, the authotf 
yielded to. this importynity. And the con-i 
sequence, which, perhaps he ought to have 
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anticipated, has followed; he finds himself 
compelled to consent to the present public»- 
tion. The cc^es of the letters have been, in 
fact, so widely circulated, as to make ftirthev 
concealment fruitless if not impossible. 

In the meantime, the author has received 
from various iBriends on whose judgm^t he 
has been accustomed to refy, the most en- 
couraging opinions'as to the work itself. Theiy 
have staled to hifii, that sach a pttbHcaitibn cduld 
scarcely fail of being acceptable to the larger 
class of readers, who would prefer a simpte 
and unadorned narrative of such a journey, 
to the elaborate and studied 'i»rodtictions of 
a more professed tourist * ' 

If the i^abUc shocrld judge that this bpitiidif 
is funded h> truth, the author will have less 
reason to regret tfae> strong nec^dsity t6 which 
only »he was disposed' ti) yield.- 

The alterations and additions which he has 
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made in ;carr3ring the* work through the pmss 
are not inconsiderable. The letters are sub-* 
stantially :the same ; but many of the domestic 
occurrences and.personal allusions are omitted^ 
a few inaccuracies are. corrected; and some 
additional facts and illustrations are intro- 
duced; &o that the general efiect is, as the 
author hopes^ strengthened and - improved. 
He has also inserted, a few explanatory 
noteS; and has closed . the series with: a 
new letter^ comprising some account of. Parisj 
and some general, reflections on the whole 
tour* 

There may, after all, be considerable difference 
of opinion as to the expediency of the present 
pubUcation. The author confesses that it does 
not appear to him to be inconsistent with the 
character of a minister of Christ, to. publish a 
familiar, and even imperfect, account of a tour, 
rendered indispensable by indisposition, if the 
^ tendency of it is to assist the English Pro- 
testant to associate religious and moral ends 
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with the pursuit of health, or improvement in 
foreign travels. 

The motiye, however^ which detenntaed him 
to yield without further delay to the necessity 
ahove adverted to, was, that along state of pain- 
ful infirmity had laid him aside from all public 
duties, and that, in giving a corrected edition 
of the following letters, he thought he should 
be filling up, not altogether unprofitably, the 
hours of languor and suffering, and be perhaps 
** occupying with his single talenf ' as an in- 
valid, at a time when he could not be more 
actively employed as a minister of the Gospel. 
He considered besides, that if the serious cast 
of his work should prove beneficial to any of 
his countrymen travelling abroad, he should 
not be really chargeable with deserting, in the 
publication of it, his appropriate sphere of 
duty. 

He therefore commends this little work, 
with all its imperfections, to the blessing of God, 
the giver of all good ; without whom the most 
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elaborate production must fail of any salutary 
effect; but whose approbation can prosper 
even the humblest effort to honour him^ and 
to promote the welfare of mankind. 

April 90, iSM. 
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LETTER I. 



Ghent or Gand, S^urday, June 2\Mt; 18^. 
WE are now fixed, my dear sbter, for the 
Sunday, and dierefore I begin to give my dearest 
mother and you some account of our move* 
ments. Thank God, we aref all in good health, 
and surrounded by many, many blessings and 
mercies. We are now at Gand, or Ghent, in 
the kingdom of the Netherlands, about eighteen 
leagues from Ostend. We had a defightful drive 
to Dover on Monday, and found good accom- 
modations at the Union Hotel. Our passage 
in the steam vessel, on Tuesday, to Calais was 
calm and favourable* We almost all suffered 
VOL. I. ' B 
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18 DUNKIRK. 

from sea-sickness ; but, by three or four o'clock, 
we were sitting down to an excellent dinner at 
the Bourbon Hotel, at Calais, and began to 
forget our fatigue. It was late on Tuesday 
evening before we had hired two carriages 
for four months for our tour; for we found 
one would have been unsafe and inconvenient. 
About eleven on Wednesday we were dh the 
road to Dunkirk. We passed Gravelines, a 
place of considerable strength, with five lines 
of fortification. The road annoyed us a good 
deal, being alia stone-paved way ; and the wind 
was not less inconvenient, blowing from the sea, 
from the north-east. We reached Dunkirk 
about five. It is a large noble town, with a 
fine port, a handsome church, and a good deal 
of trade. A tower enabled us to command 
an extensive view of the whole surroimding 
country. The fortifications and the port were 
destroyed after the Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713. 
There is a great air of comfort and cleanliness 
about this part of France, but the deplorable 
superstitions prevalent every where are most 
afiecting. At this town they actually call the 
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Protestants Jems, confounding them generally 
with all who disbelieve the Roman Catholic 
tenets. The adoration the people pay tlie 
Virgin Mary is deplorable; in fact^it seems to 
supersede every thing else. 

On Thursday we set off for Mount Cassel, 
a beautifiil spot seven leagues from Dunkirk ; 
from the summit of which thirty-two towns and 
an hundred villages are said to be visible ; for I 
could not make out near so many. On one side 
of the hill General Vandamme has laid out a 
beautiftil garden^ the study and delight of 
twenty-four years. We reached the celebrated 
town of Lille (of which the Duke of Marl- 
. borough's campaigns speak so much^ and the 
fortifications of which were the chef-d^ceuvre 
of Vatiban) about nine in the evening* It 
contains sixty-two thousand inhabitants^ sur- 
rounded with walls, moats, and formidable 
works. The town is built of stone, the houses 
are handsome, adorned with carved work, and 
finished in a style quite superior to our English 
ones. I called on the Protestant Minister — 
only two hundred and fifty Protestants, alarmed, 

b2 
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20 COUBTEAY. 

dejected — a feeble Bible Society. Superstition 
with her dark damp shade overhangs the place. 
The larade is in lace and cotton chiefly. The 
men in the manufactories gain three or four 
francs (the franc is worth about nine-pence 
halfpenny) a day ; the women one franc^ and 
the children about the same ; food a third part 
cheaper than in London. The wcMtneh wear 
only caps and cloaks; the wooden shoe is 
common. ? 

We set off on Friday, yesterday, about two in 
the afternoon, for Courtray, a town interesting 
for its cheerfulness and neatness, for the taste 
in which the houses are built, and its general 
beautiful appearance — but, alas! the whole place 
is given to superstition. At every lamp through 
the streets an image of the Virgin is suspended $ 
not a Protestant in the toi^^n* In England, we 
have little idea of the state of things in Catholic 
Europe ; there is *^ a darkness that may be felt^ 

Here and at Gand, luid a village lying between, 
we have. seen some of those fine pulpits which 
are common in the Netherlands. If tlie doc- 
trine delivered only resembled the excellence 
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of the pulpits, it would be a blessing indeed. 
One was a kind of palm-tree, the trunk con- 
cealing within it the stairs ; the foliage formed 
die sounding-board, and an immense sort of 
pumpkin the pulpit itself, which an angel sup- 
ported underneath. The next was a pulpit 
sustained by four female figures as large as 
life; the sounding-board surmounted by a 
cherub raising the cross, angels standing by. 
A third was chiefly of white mairble; an angel 
underneath opened the Bible to an old man, at 
these words, " Awake, thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light^ Another angel at the sounding-board 
was blowing the trumpet of the gospel, and 
another sustaining the cross. But, oh! the 
sad falling off when we turn from this to the 
wretched superstitions of Popery. It seems 
quite incredible, with the New Testament in 
our hands, that men should be so deluded ; biit 
the Scriptures describe Popery as " the power 
of error ;" " Satan deceiving the nations." — 
Still the diligence of the Catholics* attention 
to their ceremonies, and their deep devotion. 
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ought to be examples to purer churches. 
We never entered a church but many were at 
their prayers; and this evening the churches 
were crowded. I forgot to tell you, that on© 
of our carriages gave way about seven miles 
from Courtray ; a bar of iron behind was broken 
through. It detained us two hours on the road, 
and will keep us here perhaps over Monday ; 
otherwise we should have reached Antwerp 
to-night, and Brussels on Monday. We have 
now come forty-five leagues from Calais, about 
one hundred and twenty-four English miles^- 
We are all quite well, and comfortable, and 
happy, and cheerful, with no one accident to 
our persons, and only the slight one just men- 
tioned to the carriages. Farewell. The post 
does not go out till Tuesday. 

GanA^ Sunday nighty 22d. — We found to- 
day an English service at one of the churches. 
The prayers were well read, and the sermon^ 
tolerable* We spoke to the clergyman after 
church, and it turned out that he knew some- 
thing of us. We asked him home to our inn, 
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and he dined with us. He was a pleaaanti and 
I hope a pious man*. There being no Pro^ 
testant seryice, I went in the afternoon to at- 
tend one of the Catholic churches. The sermon 
was in Flemish, and unintelligible to me ; and the 
Mass afterwards was most afflictive : reafly, the 
processions, prostrations, incense, munc, made 
up a sort of stage^effect, utterly irreconcihible 
with all notions of spiritual worship. Thank 
God for the Reformation! In the evening we 
had service in our family, — ^the evening prayers 
of the church, and a sermon. I was much in- 
clined to have offered to preach this morning ; 
but I abstained, from a sense of duty. My 
heart and thoughts have been much at St. 
John's. 

Gandf June 2Sd, Monday morning. — ^We 
have had an excellent night— aU well ; we are 
now. going to visit the principal curiosities of 
this celebrated town, and shall probably set 
off for Antwerp about two in the afternoon, 
and arrive at eight To-morrow we mean to 
sleep at Brussels ; and Wednesday, perhaps, at 
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Maesdicht. and so on to Spa. The road in 
these Low Countries is all a pave in the middle, 
and generally deep sand on the sides. I sup- 
pose we have travelled about one hundred 
miles already on stones, which are worse than 
those in our London streets. Carriages break 
dawn constantly ; sometimes the first day, and 
generally before the end of the week. We 
paid four francs for some cords, at Vive St 
Eloi, which were worth five sous — about six- 
teen times their value. Farewell Pray for 
us, and believe me your affectionate 

D. W. 
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LETTER II. ' 

Brussehy Friday, June 27, 182S. 

MY DEAR SISTER, 

I SRNT off my first letter from Ghent, 
on Monday, June S8, which I hope yoii re- 
ceived on Thursday or Friday. I begin now 
my second letter against the next post^ay* 
We took our view of the city of Ghent on 
Monday morning. It stands upon twenty-six 
islands, connected by three hundred bridges. 
It has sixty or seventy thousand inhabitants. 
It was the birth-place of Charles V. The 
Nunnery, where six or seven hundred females 
maintun themselves by spinning and other like 
works, first engaged our attention. We next 
visited the Museum of Paintings, distinguished 
for many pictures of Rubens. The public Li- 
brary is one of the finest buildings in Europe ; 
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entirely of black and white marble. An inscrip* 
tion, taken from St. Chrysostom, very much 
pleased me, " Lectio Scripturarum munitio est 
adversus malum ; The reading of the Scrip- 
tures is the defence against evil" — no obscure 
testimony against the present practice of the 
Church of Rome. The Cathedral is Sumptuous 
and superstitious beyond all imagination ; (See 
Rev, xyiii. 11 — 13.) We ascended the tower 
by four hundred and sixty-four steps, and there 
obtained a rich coup-d^oeil of the whole city, 
which has all the marks of departed grandeur. 
At two, our carriagesr being repaired, we set 
off for Antwerp; eleven leagues, thirty miles 
English. As we approached it, the magnificent 
tower of the Cathedral appeared directly in our 
view, — 466 feet high, of the most delicate ar- 
chitecture, and rising at tdp to the finest point 
imaginable— certainly the most splendid thing 
of the kind in Europe : the Scheld river, how- 
ever, flowing between us and the city, we had 
to pass a quarter of a league in a ferry-boat 
before we could reach it. As we walked up to 
the inn, gaudy images of the Virgin offended 
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US at the comer of almost every street ; forty 
or fifty of these^ with lamps suspended before 
them, are scattered over the city« The town 
is most handsome and noble, like the former 
^ capital of European commerce. The Scheld 
is broader here than our Thames at London, 
and flows close up to the place. We visited the 
next morning the church of St. James, and saw 
a beautiful pulpit, supported by female figures 
as large as life, representing Truth, Faith, 
Theology, and Learning. The tower of the 
cathedral, of six hundred and twenty-two steps, 
I declined to asc^d. JUxe Museum of Pictures 
is valuable. We dined at three, and soon after 
drove off to Brussels, where we arrived at nine 
in the evening, Tuesday, June ^. Here we 
have been detained three days for repairing 
a second time the carriages-— dislocated, weak- 
ened, shattered almost, with these paves. The 
city is beautifully situated, partly on a hill and 
partly in the valley; it has one hundred thou- 
sand inhabitants, vrith boulevards encircling it, 
which will, when finished, be about six miles 
in extent. The chamber of the Etats G^n^- 
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rauxy or Parliament, is really quite charming, 
much more elegant and commodious than our 
English House of Commons. The Royal Pa- 
laces at this place and at Lacken, three miles 
from Brussels ftre pleasing. The chief church 
of St. Gudule is, like all the other Catholic 
churches, loaded with images of saints and the 
Virgin. A priest showed us the church ; and 
told us, with perfect sang-froid, that some Jews 
having, four centuries ago, stolen the host from 
the church and stabbed it, blood miraculously 
issued from it and destroyed them ! The pul- 
pit here again is exquisite ; it is supported by 
figures of Adam and Eve driven out of Eden 
by an ang^l, with death triumphing over their 
ruin. The stairs and back of the pulpit repre- 
sent the garden of Eden, with the different 
animals around. The sounding-board is sur- 
mounted by our Saviour, and, what always ac- 
companies it, the Virgin. The Museum and 
Library are fine ; one hundred thousand vo- 
lumes, and many pictures of Rubens. We here 
saw the first book printed at Brussels, in the 
year H76, entitled Speculum Conscientice, We 
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were introduced to a very pious Protestant 
gentleknan^ who showed us the greatest kind- 
ness^. Things are rather improving upon the 
whole as to religion; still the dark heavy su- 
perstition of Popery prevails^ and weighs down 
the consciences of men. Buonaparte is the 
idol here, and the present Government unpo- 
pular ; but Popery seems to me the great evil. 
O, when shall the pure truth of the Gospel 
once more spread through Europe ; and silently, 
but efiectually, dissipate this strong delusion ! 
2Thess.ii. 10,11. 

NamuTj Swnday^ June 29. — A dty entirely 
catholic ! Twenty thousand souls, and scarcely 
a Protestant inhabitant! Not so much as 
a single sermon, of any kind, in any church 
throughout the day, fcH* the people of the 
town ! Thank God, the military, from Holland 
and Switaserland, have Protestant chaplains 
ai¥l services in a church built for them by 
the present King of the Netherlands, who is 
himself, as you know, of the Protestant religion. 
As soon as breakfast was over, we had the . 
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mornkig pra)rers of our own Church and a 
sermon ; our little congregation seven as usual. 
At twelve, I went to the Military Chapel, to 
hear the German sermon, of which I could not 
understand a word. I talked afterwards to the 
chaplain; he was a sensible and pious young 
man. We dined at a quarter past one. In the 
afternoon, we went to the Cathedral — Popish 
service — ^building fine — pulpit of beautiful, 
though unadorned, marble. We are now about 
to have our second domestic service. O, how 
I pity these Catholics, brought up to worship, 
not the God and Father of all, but the Virgin 
Mary and the Saints ! — Farewell. 

Ncmwr^ Monday Tnmnmg. — ^We are now 
going off for Liege; we hope to be at Spa on 
Wednesday; at Aix la Chapelle, Thursday; 
and Cologne on the Rhine (where the pave 
ends), Saturday. At Brussels, we engaged 
with a Swiss voiturier, who had come here 
with four horses from Rome, to conduct us to 
Berne. We left Brussels at nine on Saturday, 
and at eleven were on the field of Waterloo. 
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The garden, where Lord Anglesey's leg was 
interred^ was visited by his Majesty the King 
of England, two years back ; we saw the mo- 
nument; The small village church contains 
twenty-two monuments of the English officers 
who fell, with suitable inscriptions — a most 
affecting sight, I assure you. The field of 
Waterloo itself is covered with com ; but the 
hedge leading to Ohain, the farm of Haie 
Sainte, Huguemont, Planchenoir^ &c. remain. 
The spot where the last attack was made on 
the English by the Imperial Guard is marked 
by a pillar, and also that where General Gordon 
feO. The Wellington tree was brought to 
England two years ago, and is at the British 
Museum^ Costa, Buonaparte's guide, was ours, 
— an elderly man, fiiU of enthusiasm in his de- 
scription of the battle. We spent an hour 
with him on this memorable scene of England'^s 
glory. We reached Namur at nine, after a 
journey, on pave, of forty-four miles. It is a 
strongly fortified place, celebrated for the long 
siege which it sustained in King William^s wars, 
and, like all frontier towns, the perpetual scene 
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of bloodshed and misery. Forty thousand sol- 
diers were quartered here in 1815 under 
Grouchy. It stands on the coi^uence of the 
Sambre and the Meuse or Maese ; a fine moun- 
tain^ adorned with hanging wood, and crowned 
with tremendous fortifications, forming the back 
ground. The walk by the river side is ex- 
quisite. 

Htijf^ Twelve o'clock, Monday^ Jtme^. — ^We 
have been four hours and a half coming to this 
beautiful town. The road has been by the 
side of the Meuse, seventeen miles. The 
hanging woods, the rocks, the villages, die 
windings of the river, the ruined castles, and a 
road of fine smooth earth, notpav6, formed one 
of the most striking and beautiful rides I have 
ever witnessed. The cliffs and woods, in some 
places, were sublime. The rain of yesterday 
had laid the dust, and left a verdure on the 
face of nature. The peculiar feature was the 
trees and woods, interspersed amongst the 
rocks in the most picturesque manner. We 
ascended the fortress at this place; which 
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Lord Wellington^ we were told, has been six 
years directing six thousand men to construct, 
and which is considered to be impregnable. 

liegCy Tueadanfy July i.-— We arrived here 
last nighty the road continuing equally beautL> 
ful; but the heat of the day, especially in the 
morning, was very great, and we find ourselves 
a good deal fatigued. My dear Mrs. W. has 
been on the whole comfortable, though yester<- 
day she felt die heat a good deal. To-day is 
the post, and therefore I close this letter. Pray 
for us* I found no letters from England at 
Brussels, but I hope to receive, some at Co- 
logne. We are all well. 

I am, &c. 

b. w. 

p. S. We have underrated the distance we 
have travelled ; the leagues are two miles and 
three quarters English ; so that we have now 
gone about two hundred and seventy-five miles 
from Calais. We have two coachmen, and two 
beautiful white horses to each carriage. Liege 
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contains nothing very remarkable. It stands 
in a picturesque spot on the side of a hill; 
a small river, banked with stone walls^ runs 
through it ; and the gardens coming down to 
the river, are beautiful; a promenade^ with 
treesy affords a delightful walk all around. In 
coming here we saw the mountain sides^ for 
the first time, covered with vineyards. 
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LETTER III. 

Spa, Tuesday, July 1,1823. 
MY DEAREST SISTER^ 

We have safely arrived at this beautiful 
spot, — ^a romantic watering place^ celebrated all 
over Europe for its mineral springs. The road 
from Liege is mountainous, but in many places 
highly picturesque ; and as you approach Spa, 
follows the course of a fine stream till you come 
to Spa itself, which is situated in a charming 
valley, surrounded with mountains covered with 
hanging woods. On our road, we stopped an 
hour at a small inn, in the chamber of which 
I found a sort of chapel, dressed up with a 
crucifix, and many superstitious ornaments; 
underneath, however, was a copy of verses so 
pious, that I co][>ied them out, and send them 
for your benefit. I think them admirable : 
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La Sainie Vokmti de Dieu ; Id^FoHe de la Croix ; on, 
Maximei de Ifi Sagesse EvangUique, 

Domptez vos pasdons^ faites-vous violence : 
Mortifiez vos d^sirs^ cherissez le silence. 
Croyez sincerement cfaacun meilleur que vous ; 
Jugez de tons au bien^ soyez affable ^ tons. 
Ne vous prdvalez pas du mal que font les autres ; 
£xcusez leur defauts^ humiliez vous des votres. 
Detoumez votre esprit des objets curieux ; 
Menagez vos momens^ car Os sont pr^eux. 
Evitez avec soin Tamiti^ trop humaine; 
EUe trouble le coeur^ et ne produit que peine. 
Obeissez gaiment^ ne murmurez jamais ; 
Votre &me jouira d'une solide paix. 
Que cette paix seroit durable et salutaire ; 
Si Ton n*avoit le coeur qu'a son unique affaire. 
£t si Ton savoit bien graver dans I'esprit ; 
Que le monde n'est rien^ si Ton u'a Jesua Cbrist. 

Heureux qui prend le temps oomme Dieu le lui donne ; 

Des biens^ des maux pr^sens^ sait faire son profit : 
£t qui pour Tavenir au Seigneur s'abandonne, 

Disant, c<Mitent de tout^ Dieu le veut, il soffit. 



Spa^ Wednesday^ July 2. — We have had. a 
beautiful day. This viUage is surrounded with 
the finest rides and walks imaginable. The 
waters are a strong chalybeiitey and some t>f 
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them with sulphur. They were first discovered 
in 13S6. The place has fallen off for the last 
thirty years, and is now in decay. We shall 
stay here over to-morrow probably. Little did 
I think I should ever spend a birth-day at Spa, 
but so it is. I am forty-five to day ; with how 
many mercies surrounded ; with how much to 
lament in myself! This world how short, how 
vain, bow unsatisfying ! Oh, that the temporal 
springs of this place may lead me to thirst 
more ardently for that fountain of living waters, 
which springs up into everlasting life I 

Aiw La Chape/te, Saturday, July 6. — We 
left Spa on Thursday after dinner, and came 
by a delightful road to Verviers, a small town, 
eleven miles distant, celebrated for a small river, 
the waters of which are used for dying cloths. 
The town is situated in a valley ; fine hills sur- 
round it; a promenade made half way up on 
one side of the hill commands the place, and 
affords an exquisite prospect. The town is 
.before you, overtopped by the green bills on 
the other side of it ; .between the town and the 
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foot of the hill are the gardens of the houses 
in the main street, running down to the river, 
and over which bridges are thrown, which add 
much to the whole effect The number of in- 
habitants is about ten thousand. We saw a 
multitude of persons in the evening kneeling 
down on the outside of one of the church-doors, 
uttering miserable cries before the image of a 
saint. We are now come to German servants, 
and find our French of little use to us. 

On Friday mornings at seven o^clock, we 
came to Aix, twenty-five miles ; here we enter 
the kingdom of Prussia. This city is associated 
with every thing grand in modem Europe. 
The peace of 174i8 was signed here; and at 
the Hotel de Ville is an immense picture of all 
the ambassadors who were present on that oc- 
casion: unfortunately they are not portraits. 
A tower of this building was erected by the 
Romans. The baths of hot sulphureous water, 
of the heat of one hundred and forty-three 
degrees of Fahrenheit, gave the name to the 
town, Aix, a corruptioii firom AqusB, waters. 
The cathedral was built by Charlemagne in 
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804, and yet preserves his throne of white 
marble, in which thirtynsix Emperors of Ger- 
many have been crowned. Over his tomb is a 
plain stone with this simple inscription, Carcio 
Magno. The pulpit is not remarkable for its 
architecture; but around the sounding-board 
are these words, *' But we preach Christ.*' 
Al^ ! the jGetct is, they now preach the Virgin 
Mary; before whose image we saw with our 
own eyes a woman kneeling with uplifted hands 
in prayer. The relics of this church are en- 
chased in immense shrines of silver gilt, set 
with precious stones- A priest gravely showed 
us a nail and several pieces of the wood of the 
cross; ^e sponge, in which the vinegar was 
offered to our Saviour ; a part of the girdle of 
our Lord; a link of the chain with which St. 
Peter was martyred ; an arm, and some of the 
hdrof John the Baptist ; a tooth of St. Thomas ; 
some bones of Simeon^ &c. It was with the 
utmost difficulty I could keep my countenance. 
I asked the priest if all these things were matters 
of fiuth. . He repUed, " No^ but they rested on 
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the most undoubted historical evidence'* — which 
formy part I always thought was the only proper 
ground of faith as to a matter of fact. Oh» the 
gross impositions of this corrupt church ! May 
the blessed Spirit of Grace hasten the time 
when truth shall once more triumph over its 
Papal, as it did over its Pagan foes ! Aix is 
surrounded with beautiful boulevards ; and the 
adjoining hill of Louisbourg commands a fine 
view of the city. The Allied Monarchs were 
here for three months, four years back; and 
our, own beloved King the year before last. 
Enghsh newspapers are prohibited throughout 
Prussia. Every creature is brim-full of discon- 
tent ; and much beyond the occasion, I should 
think. 

Bergheimy Saturday Evenings July 5.-^We 
have finished our journey for the week. We 
left Aix this morning for Juliers, eighteen 
miles; a strongly fortified town, with a large 
moat and several lines^ of defence — four thou- 
sand inhabitants. After dinner (which now 
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costs US twenty-pence a head), we set off for 
tliis yillagCy where there are six hundred and 
fifty soulsy and only one Protestant. It is a 
sweet, cahn place ; the hotel clean, people at- 
tentive, beds comfortable. Our host was a fine 
young man, one of Buonaparte's soldiers, and 
not at all disguising his hatred of the Prussian 
government. In the house opposite, the Royal 
Family of France received the news of the de- 
tention of Louis XVI. at Varennes, in 1792. 
Farewell, for to-night. 

Mondmf Morning, July 8;— -Yesterday we 
had our English service twice, as usual. My 
college friend, whom I shall often have occasion 
to speak of, preached to us most excellently4 
The Church here is filled with superstitions : a 
processionoftwohundred persons cameeighteen ^ 
miles, yesterday, to sing hymns in honour of the 
Virgin. The attention of the people at Church 
was very great ; their prayer-books are in Latin 
and German. Under an image of our Lord, 
we found these words, ** Thou who passest by, 
honour always the image of Christ ; but adore 
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not the linage^ but him whom it represents." 
It is thus precisely that a heathen priest would 
have excused his idolatry. We inquire all we 
can as to the state of the people. The children 
in Prussia are forced to go to school; all read 
and write ; the men are husbandmen, and get 
six or seven fruics a week, and their food ; the 
women three francs. 

Bonn on the Rhine^ Tuesday^ July 9. — We 
left Bergheim yesterday at seven, and came to 
Cologne by ten, fourteen miles — for we never 
go moYre than about four miles an hour. We 
spent seven hours in visiting this most ancient 
and curious city, Cologne. The Rhine here 
first burst upon us ; a noble, broad, rich flood, 
rushing from the Lake of Constance to Holland, 
eight hundred and thirty miles. Cologne was 
a city built by the Romans, of whom many me- 
morials remain ; especially a tower in the old 
wall, and a part of the Town House. The 
churches, convents, &c*, are numerous; one 
hundred and eightyrfive in number. The Car 
thedral is an unfinished stupendous edifice; 
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which was two hundred and fifty years in 
buOding. Here we saw — ^what can you ima- 
gine ? — the heads of the three wise men who 
visited our Lord — actually so-*-with their names, 
which I had never heard of before, inscribed 
oyer each, — Caspar, Melchior, Balthasar ; they 
are enshrined in massy silver gilt, adorned with 
precious stones. We visited the church, where 
Rubens was baptized, and that where St 
Ursula and her eleven thousand nuns were in- 
terred*. The town is strongly fortified, has 
fifty thousand souls, and one thousand three 
hundred Protestants,' amongst whom, I am told, 
there are many most excellent and spirituaQy- 
minded Christians. It is in Prussia. We saw 

> " The hagest fraud of this kind (as to relics) that ever 
was practised^ was when the contents of a whole cemetery 
were brought forth as the bones of eleven thousand 
British virgins, all bound from Cornwall, to bemarried in 
America, carried by tempests up the Rhine to the city of 
Cologne^ and there martyred by an army of Huns under 
Attila! Even this l^end obtained credit; all parts of 
Christendom were eager to acquire a portion of the relics, 
and at this day a church may be seen at Cologne^ literally 
lined with the bones." Southey'^ Book of the Church, Vol. 
I. p. 293. 
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a most magnificent organ in one of the churches ; 
the gallery composed entirely of marble, with 
statues in front, of the Apostles and Patriarchs ; 
the whole supported by marble pillars, and 
filling up an entire corner of the church ; splen- 
did beyond conception*. 

Remagen on the Rhine^ Tuesday Evening. — 
We have had a most charming day* At Bonn, 
a gentleman with whom I had made some ac- 
quaintance in England, a most pious and sen- 
sible man, took us over the University of Bonn, 
founded in 1819, by the King of Prussia — five 
hundred and twenty students, half Protestant 
and half Catholic— eighteen professors— library 
fifty-five thousand volumes. — The College, a 
former palace of the Elector of Hesse, of im- 
mense extent There is a revival of religion 
among Cathohcs and Protestants here, and an 
excellent Bible Society. As soon, however, as 

^ Some traveller perhaps may be glad to know, that 
our Eau de Cologne, of which we laid in a supply here, 
paid about three-pence a bottle duty at Dover, on our 
return. 
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a Catholic priest preaches the Gospel purely^ 
he is, somehow or other, removed or banished, 
by his superiors : but cannot be further perse- 
cuted, as the King is a Protestant. One priest 
was the means of converting forty families in 
his parish. The Kings of Prussia and the 
Netherlands are Protestants. This is a great 
pointy and is working immense good. They 
have the custom here of sending circular letters 
round to their friends, to announce to them the 
day of their approaching marriage — ^in England 
we keep it a secret as much as possible* Our 
drive from Bonn to this place, Remagen, by the 
banks of the Rhine, was exquisite ; words can 
give you no idea of it. A fine river, five 
or six hundred feet broad, with continual wind- 
ings, opening into bays; on each side vil- 
lages^ with beautiful spires ; vineyards, crags^ 
corn-fields, interspersed : the scenery now rising 
with magnificence, now ' sinking into softer 
beauty; distant mountains bounding the pro- 
ispect; nothing can be conceived more splen- 
did and lovely. We alighted at Mehlem, and 
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crossed the Rhine at Eoenigswintery to ascend 
the lofty mountain of Drachensfels, one thou- 
sand eight hundred feet above the level of the 
river, and commanding an astonishing view. 
As I walked down the hill, I asked our guide 
if he had a Bible. He told me he had, and 
that he read it constantly.-*-! asked him a few 
questions about the Old and New Testament 
history, when I discovered that his Bible was a 
pamphlet of 18 or 19 pages, drawn up by the 
priests — such is the ignorance of these people. 
The corn harvest is begun. The vintage is not 
till the middle of October. Every thing here 
depends on the vine : the lahdlords let portions 
of land to tenants for half the crop of grapes 
of each year ; the punishment for eating any 
grapes is five francs the first offence, and four, 
days imprisonment the second. The wine is 
here thirteen-pence the bottle. During the brief 
time of the vintage, the people employed eat as 
much as they like, 

Coblentz^ July 10, Wednesday. — We have 
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just aniyed at this town, which from its im- 
mense fortifications seems to be the key of Grer- 
many. We left Remagen at nine this morning, 
and dined at Andemach, where it is thought 
tfiat Julius Csesar crossed the Rhine. The 
town is curious — ^very old — ^fuU of remains of 
Roman antiquity-— a gate built by Augustus. 
The dinners here annoy us ; nothing is simple 
and plain ; hashes, stews, oils, dirt. But it is 
the road along the Rhine which is most inte- 
resting; for ten or twelve miles the diversified 
scenes, and beauty of the views, exceeded all the 
conceptions which I had previously formed: 
vineyards, rocks, mountwis, every thing that 
can enchant the eye, and fill it with gratitude 
to the Author of every blessing. Here we in- 
tend sleeping. We are four hundred and forty 
miles from Calais, and all weU and surrounded 
with mercies. We have now smooth roads, 
without pave, and the weather is charming. 
Coblentz is beautifully situated on the con- 
fluence of the Rhine and the Moselle. A 
bridge of boats crosses the Rhine. The view 
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on each side is exquisite. The river flows with 
a strong current, and is^ I should think, about 
one thousand feet wide at this part. We- hope 
to be at Franckfort on Saturday, and at Basle 
sometime about Tuesday week, Jiily S2. . 
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LETTER IV. 

St. Goar on the Hhine, 460 mile^ frofn 
Calais, Friday, July Wth, 1823. 

We are now, my dear sister, in the very 
heart of the .most beautiful part of the Rhine. 
From Bonn to Mentz, ninety-seven miles, the 
route is by the side of this majestic flood. Mag- 
nificence and beauty are united in the highest 
imaginable degree. The loftiest rocks, craggy, 
crowned with ancient and dilapidated towers, 
rise before you so as sometimes to darken the 
scene, and are then joined and softened by a 
perpetual garden. The profusion of vineyards, 
the skill and labour with which they are carried 
up every chink and crevice where the sun can 
reach ; the beauty and freshness now shed over 
them as they are flowering, and the fragrant 
smell as you drive along, create a scene quite 
inconceivable to those who have not witnessed 
them. Hundreds of small villages also, with a 
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*spire towering above them, and perhaps an old 
fortification and gates, or a rained chateau, are 
scattered on the banks on each side, whilst the 
ever-flowing Rhine, deep and rich, either expands 
itself into a lake, or presses on between ab- 
rupt rocks, or embraces, every now and then, 
an island filled with fruit-trees and vines ; — con- 
ceive of aB this, and you will allow me, without 
blame, to be a little enthusiastic. The noUe 
road which the French have raised by the 
margin of the stream, and without pav6, in- 
creases the pleasure of this part of our journey. 
f think I never felt such warm emotions of gra- 
titude to the Almighty Giver of all good, as 
since I have been passing through this scene of 
wonders. The spot where we now are (St. 
Goar) for example, is enclosed on all hands by 
the most variegated mountain scenery. The 
Ruins of Reiehenfels are above the town; at 
our feet is the Rhine ; on the opposite shore is 
Gh>arhausen, crowned with a Roman fortifica- 
tion. The sun is shedding its glories on all 
sides, whilst the broken rocks and valleys re- 
ceive or reject his rays, and create the most 
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gratefiil alternations of light and shade. Last 
night we took a boat and ascended the river to 
witness the setting sun, and observe the two 
shores in unbroken hixurianee. Every reach 
forms in fact a superb lake: wt passed from 
one to another, comparing the different beauties 
which each presented to us witb a lavish hand. 
The scene was majestic indeed ; and the last 
rays of the orb of day tinging the mountain- 
tops, and throwing a glow ovet the waters, com- 
pleted, so to speak, the picture. But I must» 
absolutely, tear myself <rom this topic to tell 
you, that at Cbblentz we ascended the heights 
of Ehrenbreitstein, an impregnable fortress com- 
manding a prospect beyond measiure extensive. 
The point of greatest beauty was the junction 
of the Rhine and the Moselle. The Moselle, 
with its deep red stream, meets the yellow 
waters of the Rhine ; and ,the combat between 
the two is most surprising. They do not mix ; 
but thi^ Rhine forms, with its larger current, an 
overpowering barrier against its weaker neigh- 
bour, whose waters creep along the shore till 
they are gradually lost in their course. At the 

d2 
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mouth of the Moselle, the division of the two 
waters is so strongly marked, that you would 
think a dam had been interposed. We visited 
only one church at Coblentz, St. Castor ; for 
the beauties and simple majesty of the divine 
works in creation gave us no great taste for 
the superstitions of a church which has been 
employed so many hundred years in deforming 
the greatest of all the works of God— redemp- 
tion. A noble fountain, however, attracted our 
attention; it was built by the French in 1812^ 
and bears this inscription : " 1812, Memorable 
pour la Campoffne contre les Busses.'* — Beneath 
this, the Russians, in 1814!, added these words, 
" Sous le prefecture de Jules Doazan^ vu et ap- 
prouvepar nous Commandant Russe de la ville de 
Coplentz, Isl January^ 1814.'' A mixture of 
great good and great evil seems to have fol- 
lowed the*rule of France for twenty-three years 
over the Pays Bas, and the countries on the 
Rhine. The convents are abolished ; the Pro- 
testants have churches; the cities and roads 
are improved and beautified ; knowledge and 
truth have entrance; Popery has received a 
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deadly blow; commerce, art, industry," pro- 
perty, are revived and quickened. But, but, oh ! 
the painful catalogue of miseries, injustice, ruin, 
death, infidelity, vice, which must be drawn up 
on the contrary side ! On the whole, it must be 
admitted, that the population is favourable to 
the French, and would wish to return to them 
as masters. The memory of Bonaparte is too 
much cherished, loved, adored every where. 
May God, the Sovereign Ruler and Saviour of 
mankind, educe good from the confusion and 
tumult of human passions and conflicts. The 
peaceful Gospel of Christ is the only remedy 
for a distracted sinful world. 

At fitirtzenach, a village near St. Goar, we 
halted at a small inn, where the master was a 
Jew, who refused to give us plates and knives, 
&c because we were Chrijstians, and looked 
anxiously into our tin-boxes to see what food 
we had with us. — The first thing was a ham. 
However, with unaccountable inconsistency, he 
went to a neighbouring house and fetched 
us all we wanted. I read to him from his 
Hebrew bible some prophecies of the Messiah, 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



54 BING£N. 

which he seemed very little to understand, and 
still less to take any interest in. Xiaist night 
our supper here (St. Goar) was curious; firsts 
soup, something worse than water-gruel ; next, 
boiled veal; then chicken, stuffed with bread* 
pudditig, and accompanied with cherry-sauce 
and salad; then cold salmon cut in slices; 
next, roast mutton ; lastly, cakes and cherries. 
We are now in the heart of the wine-country. 
The finest white wine is here exactly thirteen 
pence (twenty-six sous) the bottle; and for 
large bottles, twenty-pence (forty sous). 

BingeUj at the conflueiice of the Nahe and the 
Bhiney Fridai^ Evening^ Jtdy 11. — We have 
now quitted Prussian Germany, and entered th^ 
Grand Duchy of Hesse Darmstadt We are four 
hundred and seventy-seven miles from Calais. Wd 
spent this moming in taking a second excursion 
on the Rhine, at St Goar, for three hours, where 
new beauties continually presented themselves. 
At half-past twelve we dined at the Table d'Hdte, 
and at two came on seventeen miles to this 
town (^ four thousand souls; the foad wius 
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actually one garden for sweetness^ whilst itt 
rude, magnificent scenery sustained its awitd 
grandeur aU around » We arrived here at sixj 
and have been taking* for the first time, a jralk 
in a vineyard; it belongs to a gentleman of 
Bingen, and covers about five acres, on a lovely 
hilly commanding beautiful views of the Nahe 
and the Rhine ; and on the summit presenting 
the ruins of a Roman cai^le. These five acres 
yield about seven pipes of wine, of one thou- 
sand two hundred bottles each, selling in retail 
at thirteen-pence the bottle. As we returned 
to our inn, about halfrpast eight, we stepped 
into the church, whose religious gloom was in- 
imitably fine* Adieu. 

Weisbadgnf m the Duchy i^Naamm^ Sunday, 
July 13, 1823.— This is our fourth Sunday 
since we left London. We hoped to have 
reached Franckfort yesterday, but the horses 
could take us no farther than this German 
watering-place, so celebrated for its hot^baths^ 
We have had our private service twice, but 
could find only German. Protestants for pubhti 
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worship. We are now in the dominions of a 
Protestant prince; but, oh! what a state of 
things for a Sunday, — the shops all open — a 
ball at our inn this evening— music at dinner-^ 
public places crowded,— >the whole village in 
motion. This blotting out of the Sabbath from 
the days of the week is quite frightful — ^it is^ 
like the blotting out of the covenant of mercy 
between God and man. I have hitherto had 
to speak against Catholic superstitions — but, 
alas ! the name of Protestantism, what is it ? 
All is as bad here, or worse than in Popish 
towns, with a criminality infinitely deeper. 

Monday July 14. — At Mentz, where we 
spent some hours on Saturday, we observed a 
visible decay in jthe cathedral ; it was nearly 
burnt down in the revolution ; the riches plun* 
dered, the marks of the bombs apparent in 
many parts. Indeed, generally we remark, 
that popery, though still so formidable in 
many respects, is on the decline here as to its 
power, wealth, tyranny, and influence. Per- 
haps all is preparing for the revival and pre- 
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valaiceof pure Christianity once more. Thedty 
of M^itz is a fine one, with astonishing forti- 
fications ; but the churches were spoilt by the 
French, and the marks of the shells during the 
siege remain. We were in the same room at 
the Three Crowns, aa the Duke of Wellington 
and all our Princes were, in passing through 
the town. It has thirty thousand inhabitants, 
and a fine bridge of boftts over die Shine. 

Frcmckfbrt on the Mavne^ 5S2 mle$ from 
Calais, Monday Evening. — ^We arrived here 
to-day at one o^clock. This is a free city, with 
its own domain, burgomaster, senate, and laws, 
— ^fifty thousand souls ; perhaps the first com- 
mercial city in Germany; fine wide streets; 
large and noble private and public buildings 
all about; every appearance of wealth and 
prosperity. It is also a Protestant city; at 
least three-fourths of the inhabitants are Pro- 
testants. It has seven thousand Jews, and 
many qf them very opulent. The French Pro- 
testant Minister is a delightful man— pious, 
discreet, amiable, well-informed. He has been 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



58 FBANCKFORT. 

with us several hours this afternoon. There is 
here a Bible Societ j, and a Jews' Conversion 
Society. In (he public library is a copy of the 
first edition of the Bible» printed upon parch? 
ment) in 1462, by Faustus. There are no 
foreign troops. I should tell you^ that at 
Mentz there are seven thousand troops^ half 
Prussian apd half Austrian ; whilst the poor 
Duke of Hesse Darmstadt, to whom (he town 
belongs, has only one hundred men to keep 
the police. Franckfort is 50^ 7' ^^ North 
Latitude, and 8^ 901 East Longitude. I iearq 
here some particulars of the conversion of 
the CathoUc priest; he lived near Pforas- 
heim ; he became a true Christian by reading 
fhe Scriptures. He then began to /' preach 
Christ crucified." The lord of the village 
and forty-four £Eimilies, containing between two 
hundred and three hundred souls, became 
awakened by 6od*s mercy. The priest wa^ 
summoned before his superiors for preaching 
against the Popish ceremonies. At length he 
and all his flock publicly renounced the church 
of Rome. The Duke of Baden heard of him. 
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and went to one of his germons. He was so 
much affected that he declared he had seldom 
heard so edifying a diBCOurse. He invited 
the priest to CarUuruh^ There is another priest, 
I am told> near Vai^nciennes9 who has fol- 
lowed the same course. MfLy God multiply 
the number, and a second reformation will soon 
begin. 

Heppenheim, between Dartnstadt and Heidel- 
btrgj Wednesday Evenings July 16. — I had 
much conversation with my friend the French 
minister, beforewe left Pranckfort this morning. 
I was also introduced tox>ne of the senators, an 
excellent man, president of the, Bible Society. 
A human philosophy applied rashly and pre- 
sumptuously to religion is the pobon of German^ 
divinity among the Protestants; — endless re- 
finements, imaginations, corruptions of the faith, 
tending to scepticism or atheism. Things are 
mending, but it is incredible what daring im* 
pieties are currently received. The first genius 
of their country, Goethe, is an absolute idolater 
of what he calls le beau, in Christianity, in 
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Mahommedanism, in Infidelity, in every thing : 
thus unbelief stands more fatally opposed to 
the faith of Christ than even superstition. But 
to return to my narrative. We arrived safely 
at Darmstadt, the capital of the grand duchy of 
that name, at twelve to-day. I hastened to the 
house of Leander Van Ess, with whom I had 
been sometime in correspondence in England ; 
he had left the town in the morning early, to 
go to Cologne, and would not return for a 
week! A greater disappointment I scarcely 
ever felt. I saw, however, the study of this 
excellent man ; I sat in his chair ; I visited his 
collection of Bibles ; I conversed with his se- 
cretary. Leander Van Ess was fifty-one the 
eighteenth of last month. He has left the 
University of Marburg, where he was professor, 
and lives imder the Protestant Grand Duke of 
Hesse Darmstadt — I suppose for the sake of 
his personal safety. He has had a spitting of ' 
Uood for four years, which prevents his preach- 
ing. He gives himself up to the propagation 
of the Gospel. He remains a Catholic priest. 
He has printed fourteen editions of his New 
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Testament ; each was of an immense number of 
copies. He has circulated altogether four 
hundred and ninety*four thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty, an incredible number. The 
desire for the Scriptures among the Catholics, 
priests as well as laity, is greater and greater. 
Sometimes he circulates seven thousand in a 
single month. Lately, a priest in one parish sent 
for two thousand New Testaments ; the parish is 
in the Schwarzwald or Black Forest. The secret 
tary presented me with his picture, and a copy 
of his New Testament Oh, what a blessing is 
such a man ! what cannot the grace of God do 
in the most corrupt church! how charitable 
should we be in our judgments of individuals ! 
This admirable man, though he calls himself a 
Catholic, has the spirit of a Reformer. He dwells 
on nothing but the great and necessary truths of 
Christianity. There is a firmness and undaunted- 
ness in all he does which reminds one almost of 
Martin Luther. Let us pray that many, many 
such Catholic professors may be raised up in 
every part of the Continent — and ** the tradi- 
tions of men^* will fall away of themselves. 
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I can hardljr persuade myself to turn from 
this subject to «ay, that Darmstadt is a floarish* 
ing town ; with all the marks of that activity 
and prosperity which, a3 at Franckfort, distm- 
guish a Protestant from a CathoKc population. 
We. came on to HeppevAeimy twenty mites 
((ire hundred and sixty from Calais), this after- 
noon. The viUage is obscure, though populous. 
The country is jdeaaing. The peasants are 
without shoes and stockings. The men wear 
large hats like our Engfish Dignitaries-— what 
we call shovel-hat S}' the association in our 
minds is very humorous. '^ But the stork-nests 
are most curious ; these enormous birds are in 
idmost every village ; they build on the steeples 
of churdies, or the top of a chimney^ with a 
large nest like a basket^ stretching over on all 
sides. They are never disturbed, much less 
killed. Ten years imprisonment is said to be 
the punishment for kiffing one of them. They 
are superstitiously reverenced. The people 
think the house will never be burnt where a 
stori^ builds. The stork feeds on insects, frogs, 
micci &c. and never injures the corn. To see 
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Ihese enonnous birds, as tall as a man, strutting 
about on die top of a house, as if on sdlts, is 
very strange to us. 

Heidelberg, m the Chand Ductnf of Baden, 
Fridcttf Morning, July 18. — We arrived here 
yesterday, at eleven o'clock. The town is 
beautifiilly rituatedon the Neckar, fifteen miles 
from Heppenheim. The chief attraction is the 
fine rums of the casde, which Louis XIV. 
destroyed about one hundred and fifty years 
ago, in his ambitious war against the Palatinate. 
The remaining walls were also much injured by 
lightning sixty years back. It is still perhaps the 
most magnificent ruin in Germany. It is situated 
on the side of a lofty mountain ; hanging woods 
ornament its base and its summit. BefcN*e it, 
the Neckar, the bridge, the town, the adjobiing 
hill covered with vines, the distant Rhine, and 
the Vo^es Mountains, are stretched as in per- 
spective. The extreme steepness of the moun- 
tain on which it stands aUows of those sudden 
turns of scenery in the gardens and pleasure- 
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grounds surrounding the castle, which nothing 
else can admit of. In short, the whole thing is 
the noblest of the kind we ever saw ; we spent 
five hours in admiring it. A venerable Pro- 
fessor of the University conducted us; but the 
difficulty of finding a common language was 
extreme. We attempted a mixture of French, 
English, and Latin ; but at last Latin was our 
only language. It would have amused you to 
see my college friend and myself brushing up 
our old Latin, and adapting our pronunciation 
as well as we could to the German — and this 
after dinner— overcome with heat — and mount- 
ing up a tremendous hill. The University is 
open to Catholics and Protestants— six hundred 
and fifty members. It is the oldest University 
in Germany, having been founded in 138S. 
The Grand Duke is a Protestant; and full 
liberty of worship is enjoyed. There is here a 
Bible Society ; and religion seems, on the whole, 
flourishing. It was in this place that Melanc- 
thon began his studies ; that Luther came on 
foot from Worms, and disputed with the Au- 
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gustins, in 1518; and that the famous Heidel- 
berg Catechism wasafterwards published. Icon- 
fessmy mind lingers on these scenes, where the 
noble army of Reformers laid the foundation 
of all the blessings we enjoy^ 

Manhtim, Friday y July \%th. — This is a fine 
city, first founded in 1606, as a refiige for the 
persecuted Protestants. It was entirely de- 
stroyed by Louis XIV. in 1689; so that the 
present city is quite a new one of twenty thou- 
sand souls, half Pi*otestants and half CathoUcs ; 
the streets are regularly laid out in one hundred 
and twelve squares. It is^ situated on the con- 
fluence of the Rhine and the Neckar. The old 
palace of the Duke of Baden is very spacious, 
but dilapidated. It is eleven miles from Hei- 
delberg. We slept last night at Schwetzingen, 
celebrated for a pleasure garden of the Duke of 
Baden, of one hundred and eighty acres, with 
French and English gardens, numerous foun- 
tains, jets-d'eau, cascades, basins, &c. Many 
statues of white marble adorned different edi- 
fices; the baths were most sumptuous; arf 
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imitation of the ruins of a Roman aqueduct 
was curious ; a jet-d^eau aux oiseaux was also 
singular, the basin being surrounded with a 
railing, on which were figures of all kinds of 
birds, each of which threw outasmall jet-d'eau. 
But the most sumptuous building was a Turkish 
Mosque resembling that at Mecca» with a co- 
lonnade, cupola, two minarets or towers, rooms 
for the priest, &c. Every part has inscriptions 
from the Koran» with translations in German ^ 
the whole must have cost an immense sum. 
Feasts are celebrated here ; when persons re- 
presenting muftis and sultanas congratulate the 
Duke ! Notwithstanding this magnificence, the 
approach from the village is shabby, from the 
utter neglect of cleanliness in the court of the 
Ch&teau itself, by which you enter ; grass grows 
on the pavements, and the Chateau is much di- 
lapidated. Indeed, the unseemlyunion of finery 
and untidiness marks these foreign palaces. The 
palace. at Manheim is larger than any En- 
glish one, but almost in ruins from inatten- 
tion: they aim here at more than they can 
support. 
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Carlsruh, Saturday^ July 19. — We arrived 
here to-day, after a journey of thirty-one miles. 
We are now six hundred and twenty-four from 
Calais. The cross-road in some places was 
shocking. This is a beautiful town, which has 
sprung up about the ducal palace of Baden, 
around which all the streets unite like rays of 
the sun. The weather is fine, and sometimes 
rather cold ; the roads generally excellent ; the 
inns vary; some have very comfortable beds, 
others hard ones, and swarming with inhabit- 
ants. The diet is strange to us and rather on- 
favourable ; the bread often sour, and the meat 
tough and dry. Thank God, we are all well. 
Even my dearest Ann travels remarkably well.. 
Pray for us ! 

Your affectionate 

D. W. 
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Carlsruh^ Jtdy 20^A» 1823, 
Sunday Aflemoon. 

This is the fifth silent Sundayi my dearest 
sister^ which we have spent since we left Eng- 
land. The town is chiefly Protestant, but 
German is the only language* I went this 
morning and spoke to the Lutheran minister 
after church, but it was with the utmost dif- 
ficulty we could understand each other, as 
he spoke neither French nor Latin; the church 
was well attended, and is a most beautiful 
edifice, built by the Grand Duke of Baden, and 
is some evidence, I hope, of the regard paid to 
religion here. I could neither understand the 
prayers nor the sermon. Oh that I knew Ger- 
man ! The Lutheran and Calvinistic Churches, 
on the Continent, after three centuries of 
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division, have at length begun to unite ; f hope 
this is another token for good. I learn here, 
that the name of the converted priest whom I 
have mentioned to j^ou before is Henhbfer, 
and the place where he now lives, Graben, 
near this town ; his former abode was Muhlhau- 
sen. We observe that the Catholic churches, 
in Protestant towns, are far more simple, and 
less superstitious, than in other places. Here, 
and at Franckfort, there are scarcely any altars 
or images ; — in fact, the Catholic Church here 
is less ornamented than the Lutheran : but I 
see more and more that the main blessing 
wanted in every place is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit of God. I am sure we have little idea 
in England of the state of things abroad> We 
amazingly overstate the comparative amount of 
good effected by our Societies ; — the world is 
still " dead in trespasses and sins,'* — ^vast tracts 
of barren Protestantism, or untilled and fruitless 
Popery, atretch all around us. — O, for that 
heavenly dew which only can 8often> penetrate, 
and sanctify the aoil ! — the value of our veli-^ 
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gious advaittages in England is more than ever 
impressed on my mind. Oh, a Sunday at home, 
what a blessing ! The importance also of the 
Holy Scriptures (and of the Bible Society)^ 
and of dwelling on the plain, practical* necessary 
truths of the Gospel, strikes me in a most for- 
cible manner. Adieu ! 

Rasfadt, 17 miles from Carlsruh, Monday^ 
July 21, ele^oen o^dock, — We have just arrived 
here for our morning stage. The heat has 
been intense ; 20 degrees, I should think, higher 
than on Saturday. Carlsruh, which we have 
just left, is a neat, beautiful town of fourteen 
thousand souls. From the palace, as a centre, 
thirty-two lines are drawn on all sides ; half of 
these are walks in the forest, and gardens be*- 
hind it ; and the other half streets, composing 
the town ; so that from the tower of the palace 
you command the whole circle. Dukes here 
do as they please; towns must be built as 
objects: but I prefer our English freedom, 
though our towns are somewhat irregidar. 
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Rastadt, where we dine, is a town of tliree 
thousand souls, on the river Murg/ celebrated 
for the Congress of 1797 ; — the French envoys 
were murdered here in that year. There is a 
ch&teau built by a Margrave of Luneburg. We 
saw Aere a most interesting portrait of Melano- 
thon ; and a large engraved head of the first 
WUliam Pitt in 1766. The people in this part of 
iSie duchy are poor; — ^no manufactures; — no 
public spirit ; in other words, little liberty. The 
duke takes more care of his palace than of bis 
people. The' duchess-dowager is an adopted 
child, or a niece, of Bonaparte. Presents from 
Bonaparte abound in the palace ; especially, we 
noticed a tea-service of superb china, with coflfee- 
um, &c. of solid gold. The dress of the peasants 
here is the same, except that the women wear 
amazingly large straw bonnets, flapping down 
before and behind ;*--*children of four years 
old, and women reaping, have these enormous 
umbrella bonnets. The houses here have two 
or three jutting shades ot roofs over each row 
of windows, built of tiles, and having a very 
singular appearance. 
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Ulm, Mrteen miles from Rastadi, Monday 
Evening. — This is a small village on our way 
to Kehl The thermometer, at six this after- 
noon, was SS"" in the shade; on Saturday, it 
was 55° "or thereabouts; for we were glad to 
put on cloaks and great-coats. We hav« come 
thirty miles to-day, and travelled Seven hours. 
Ulm is a mile from the Rhine, AS"" 43' North 
latitude; 7^ id' East longitude. The Black 
Forest stretches like an amphitheatre behind 
us, from Heidelberg to Basle. The country b 
flat, and without vines; but fruitful in corn 
and fruits, and especially tobacco. 

Kehl, on the Rhine, Tuesdoff Evening, July 
S^. — ^We came here this morning, seventeen 
miles, in order to pass the Rhine, and Visit 
Strasburg. We did not take the carriages, be- 
cause of duties^ searchings, &c. on entering 
France. We spent about six hours there. It 
is a city of fifty or sixty thousand souls, half 
Protestants and half Catholics. It is now under 
the dominion, and indeed is a part, of France. 
The fortifications have been newly increased 
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luid Strengthened. It was the Argentoratum of 
the Romans, and abounds with Roman antU 
quities; for.instance, we saw a mile-stone of 
the Emperor Trajan, who lived in the first 
century. The Cathedral is one of the very 
finest in Christendom; it was founded in 
510. The tower is six hundred feet, eight 
feet higher than St. Peter^s at Rome; it is 
remarkable for the open stone-work, rising 
even to the top. As you ascend, one-half of 
what, in other towers, is walls, is here open- 
work, with single iron cross-bars; the ascent 
is rather fearful ; but the view of the Rhine, 
of the 111, and the^Brensch (which here fall 
into it), of the city, and all the surrounding 
country, is most beautiful. The ^y was very 
wet, so that we could not reach the extreme 
summit. The entrances of the Cathedral are 
particularly fine, from the e&ceUent preserva- 
tion of the rich stone-work with which they 
are adorned ; the figures ornamenting in groups 
every part are still perfect, and have a strik- 
ing effect: — in short, we could not satisfy 
ourselves in beholding this monument of the 
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arts. We visited St. Thomas's, a noble Pro- 
testant churchy fine, simple, majestic. A mo- 
nument in white marble, to the memory of 
Marshal Saxe, adorns one end of the nave. We 
saw two bodies of the families of the Counts of 
Nassau, preserved many centuries, and placed 
in coffins with glass at the top ; one female, 
one man; each in fiiU dress, the woman 
most gaily attired ; the rings of pearl, too large 
for the withered fingers ; the face all in powder, 
falling on the. bones of the skull ; the whole an 
affecting lesson of human vanity. There are 
ten other churches in the city. We visited the 
Royal Palace, the Cabinet of Natural History, 
the Museum, and the Library. This last 
pleased me most of all — one hundred and fifty 
thousand volumes; MSS. of the New Testa- 
ment, and of the Classics, of the ninth and 
tenth centuries ; early editions, &c. What most 
gratified me was a collection of MS. Letters of 
Luther, Melancthon, and the other Reformers. 
I could not but gaze with veneration on the 
very hand-writing of these holy men, into whose 
labours we have entered. The hand-writing 
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pf our Queen Elizabeth was not half so inte- 
resting to me. In the same library we ,saw 
with pleasure £brty-three volumes of Bibles, 
presented by the Efritish and Foreign Bible 
Society; great care was apparently taken of 
them. I called afterwards on the Secaretary of 
the Bible Society here, to try to Encourage him 
a little in that blessed work, the importance of 
whieh strikes me more and more, as I observe, 
every where the fatal eiFects of the neglect of 
the Scriptures. The University of Strasburg 
contains thirty professors, and nine hundred 
students,-^ Catholics and Protestants. This 
union throughout the parts of Germany we 
have visited, is one of which I should like to 
know the real tendency; when I ask, I am 
uniformly told, that no jealousy, no debates fol- 
low, between the professors and students ; but 
moderation and peace, though without intimacy. 
It seems an extraordinary thing hpw modest 
and reasonable, comparatively speaking, popery 
can become when stripped of its temporal power 
and divested of a spirit of party. Our host to- 
night has given us a melancholy account of this 
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village, Kehl. It is on this side of the Rhine, 
as Strasburg is on the other ; three times it was 
burnt down in the last war ; there were formerly 
two thousand inhabitants, there are now six 
hundreds It was regularly pillaged whenever 
the armies passed. O, what a blessing is peace 
and England i Commerce is not active here ; 
the people say, the taxes overburden them at 
home, and the English undersell them abroad. 

Wednesday Morning. — We were awoke this 
morning at five with the noise of cannon. The 
whole house shook: — ^it was only the soldiers 
exercising — but it was fnghtfiil. 

Emendingen^ 88 milesjrom Kehl, Wednesday 
Evening, July 9&. — We have had a delightful 
drive to-day, through nineteen towns and vil- 
lages, near the Rhine still, though not within 
sight of it. In some places the prospect was 
magnificent; the loftiest mountains in varied 
outline before us, and a sweet fore-ground of 
villages, spires, and woods* Occasionally we 
have vineyards, but hdmp and hops abound. 
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The bouses are sometimes painted in front with 
various devices of flowers, balustrades, and 
other ornaments. The signs at the inns are of 
cut or cast iron figures, with gilded ornaments. 
Some of the women wear long hair platted j 
reaching behind abnost to the feet, or else 
two long ribbons in a similar way. As we 
enter the villages, sometimes a whole band of 
peasants take off their hats and salute' us, with 
the utmost complaisance. The town we are 
now at is just below an immense mountain, the 
Candelberg, three thousand nine hundred and 
three feet high, with the Yosges on the rights 
which divide Baderi from France* The Rhine 
is seven leagues off. The cultivation here is 
not well managed ; there are no hedges ; and 
patches of corn, hemp, hops, potatoes, vines, 
seem all intermixed in one spot. It would be 
amusing to you to see our cavalcade as we gd' 
on. We are nine in all, in two landaulets ; 
Mrs. W., myUttle' daughter Eliza, and myself, 
in one, and the servant on the box with the 
coachman ; our friend and fellow-traveller with 
•iny two sons in the other. My boys change 
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about with me from time to time. We bave 
three horses in one carriage, and two in the 
other. Our chief coachman is of the Pays de 
Vaud; a civile obliging, sensible, clever man, 
thoroughly acquainted with his business. He 
talks French, German, and Italian. We pay 
htm forty-eight francs (about two pounds) a 
day when he works, and twenty-four francs 
when we rest. We generally rise in the morn- 
ing at five and start at seven, and go a ^tage 
of four or five hours, sixteen or eighteen miles ; 
dine at twelve, or half-past, staying three hours, 
and then take our second stage of four vr five 
hours, till seven or eight; then we drink tea or 
sup, as we like, and retire to our rooms at nine. 
We generally find one person in the inn who 
speaks a kind of French, apd then all goes on 
smoothly; but sometimes you would laugh at 
the figure we all make in a German inn, with- 
out a soul to understand us : I, with my dic^ 
tionary, endeavouring to recall my old for- 
gotten German, as well as I can ; till at last, 
Mrs. W., our firiend, the boys, the innkeeper, 
the chamber-maids, and the coachman, are all 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FOOD. 79 

in the bed-room together, before we can make 
out what we want. Then the kind of beds 
we meet with— sometimes not a blanket in 
the house; sometimes an unpleasant odour 
pervading the chambers; often floors grimed 
with dirt, no curtains, no window-shutlers, 
no carpets; small, hard, narrow beds, on an 
inclined plane, so that we have to- manoeuvre 
almost ' all night to keep ourselves from roll- 
ing out. But our greatest annoyance is the 
food, loaded with sauce and grease ; meagre 
meat, without nourishment ; fowls like pigeons : 
we had some yesterday, with a sort of custard 
sauce. I really believe our health singly and 
simply suffers from want of good, substantial, 
plain diet. I give orders myself for mutton 
chops without butter, gravy, sauce, pepper, 
8cc. ; they bring up veal cutlets as hard as a 
board. At Franckfort, however, we really 
met with excellent meat. We hope soon now 
to be at Bern, fixed for a time ; and then my 
first care will be to get good food for my dear 
family, who are really wonderfully well, con- 
sidering we have now come seven hundred and 
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eleven miles, and travelled near six weeks. 
The roads now are very smooth, and without 
pav6. 

HoeUenthal^ or the Infernal VaUey^ between 
Preyburg and Neusiadt, Thursday Nighty July 
24. — We set off this morning, from Emendin- 
gen, and came eight miles to Ereyburg, a town 
of eleven thousand souls, on the entrance of 
the Black Forest. We were much delighted 
with the Cathedral; which, though smaller than 
than that of Strasburg, is more beautiful. 
The open-work of the tower is really sur- 
prising; I observed, as we mounted its five 
hundred and thirteen steps, that five open 
spaces in the walls occurred for every closed 
part; the tower being supported by these' 
closed parts, and the stone staircase which 
runs up within it It is just as if the Monu- 
ment in London were built, not with closed 
walls,' but with five-sixths of them in open- 
work ; it really is quite incredible. After 
dining, at half-past twelve, we came, in five 
hours, fifteen miles, to this valley, from which 
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I am writing. We were not prepared to ex- 
pect any thing beyond a common drive; but 
the extraordinary magnificence of the scenery 
was such as to dispute with the finest parts of 
the Rhine. For ten or twelve miles the road 
followed the windings of a lovely stream, the 
Treisam, through a valley adorned on each 
side with craggy mountains of stupendous 
height; on the sides of which, the hanging 
woods of dark fir were beyond measure grand 
and sublime. The views^ on the Rhine had in- 
deed more of softness joined with grandeuf ; 
the noble river and vineyards, especially, were 
peculiar to them ; but the scenes to-day had 
something more of wild and rude nature in her 
most majestic forms. Our hotel to-night is a 
deduction from the varied pleasures of the day : 
we are crowded into a close, low, miserable bed- 
room, where we had to eat our supper. The 
tea-urn was a common open sauce-pan; in fact, 
the inn is the end of a large building like a 
bam, and the rooms are so low, we can hardly 
stand upright in them ; all is a contrast to the 
beautiful scene stretched before our view by 
VOL. I. r 



Digitized by Vj-OOQlC 



8X FEMALE DRESS. 

the hand of Nature. The houses here are 
curious: a large roof stretches beyond the 
walls, on all hands, ten or twelve feet ; under 
this projecting roof a gallery runs along on the 
outside of the first story, and sometimes a 
second gallery at the second story. The rooms 
are so allotted as to provide stable, wood- 
house, carpenter^s shop, &c. &c. under the 
same roof. The houses are entirely of wood, 
which exudes a gum with which they are 
stained; the galleries are for entrance when 
the winter snow blocks up the ground floor. 
The women now begin to appear in stockings, 
but these are of a deep red ; they have no 
gowns, but their under-dress is tucked up like 
a pudding-sleeve gown, short round the arm ; 
they wear large hats of an immense circum- 
ference, with the rims stretched out in an im- 
movable circle. All is German still; so that 
I can get at no moral or religious information. 
We had our coachman up into the bed-room 
this afternoon, as our interpreter. ' 

Friday Morning, — Our meeting this morn- 
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iBg at break&st was most curious. My friend 
reported that he had been thrust into a miser* 
able hole of a room, into which people were 
continually entering — ^his bed intolerable — 
scarcely any sleep. My boys were almost suf- 
focated,, and had little rest. Ann and I had 
beds with double inclined planes and 'ridges. 
Eliza's account was the most satisfactory ; she 
did not know how she passed the night, for she 
had ilot awoke once. In the mean time^ the 
servant girls were clearing out the boys^ room, 
to get the breakfast ready for us. — We started 
between seven and eight, and came eight miles 
to Neustadt, where I am now writing, a small 
town on the Black Forest. A tremendous hill, 
called Hoellensteig, or the Infernal Hill, led to 
a more open country, on the bosom of which 
cottages were sprinkled, with here and ther^ 
a chapel entirely of wood, about four yards 
square ; we entered one — ^the cross, an altar, 
and rude offerings, were within. This Black 
Forest covers fifty leagues of country ; it was 
the cradle of those formidable Germans who 
annihilated the Roman Empire. Sixteen thou- 

f2 
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sand soiils live in it, in insulated cabins ; these 
cabins have long roofs covering the galleries, 
and reaching down to the earth behind the 
dwelling-house; the bam is over the house; 
the whole is built of beams crossed and tied 
together, without bricklayer's work; die ceil- 
ings of the rooms are wainscot, and they use 
slips of fir for candles : they trade in wood- 
work, which finds its way even to America. 

Donaueschingen^ 2\ miles from Hoellensteig, 
13 Jrom Neustadt, Friday Night. — This is a 
small town, consisting of eighteen hundred 
souls, at the extremity of the Duchy of Baden. 
It is beautifully situated on elevated ground^ 
The river Danube, whose course of seven 
hundred miles flows through so many different 
countries, till it empties itself in the Black Sea, 
rises here. Some of its springs are in the 
court-yard of the ChSiteau, in an inclosed basin 
of thirty feet square ; whence a rivulet flows, 
which joins the Brigach and the Breg (two far 
more considerable streams), and is called the 
Danube. We jumped over it withjease. From 
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what obscure causes do the mightiest effects 
flow ! A river celebrated throughout the world, 
and rolling by some of the noblest cities^ is here 
feeble and inconsiderable ! It is thus the cur- 
rent of evil from the heart of a single individual, 
small at first, sometimes swells as it flows till 
distant regions are desolated with its waves. 
The sources of the widest blessings to man- 
kind have also their first rise in small and un- 
noticed beginnings. Nay, the first bursting 
forth of that " well of water which springeth 
up into everlai^ing life^ is small and incon- 
siderable. It is an instructive consideration, 
that we have now pursued the Rhine three 
hundred and fifty miles in its majestic and 
fruitful stream, and have visited the Danube 
in its first feeble and unperceived struggles. 
Thus two of the noblest and most celebrated 
rivers in Europe are associated in- our minds 
in their origin or their progress, and will, be 
connected with the numerous events of ancient 
and modern history, which our reading may 
furnish. We have now left the Black Forest, 
the mountains^ the cabins, and all the magical 
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scene. Our inn to-night is exceUent Mr. Can- 
ning was here two years ago. Our host seemed 
never satisfied in telling us of the dignity of 
his manner^ the acuteness of his questions, and 
above all, the correctness of his French. Our 
friend slept in the same room which this di- 
stinguished statesman occupied. Adieu. 

Schaffhauseiiy 778 mUes Jrotn dalais, Satur- 
day Evening^ July 26. — Thank God we have 
entered Switzerland, in health and peace, 
and surrounded with mercies ! The road from 
Donaueschingen, twenty-two miles, is extremely 
beautiful ; rich valleys crowned with verdure, 
mountains rising in noble boldness on each 
side, the road winding with continual change 
of scenery, brought us to the first of the Swiss 
Cantons. As we passed the Baden frontier, 
the improvement in the agriculture, and ge- 
neral appearance of the villages, was striking. 
Hedges, well-cultivated fields, neat farms, met 
our eyes for the first time since we left Eng- 
land ; every spot of land is now employed to 
the best purpose, and with neatness and clever- 
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ness. We entered this land of freedom about 
three o^dock. Schaffhausen contains about 
seven thousand souls ; many of the fronts of the 
houses are covered from the top to the bot* 
torn with the devices I have before mentioned. 
Several statues of Swiss heroes adorn the pub- 
lic places. We had an introduction to a Pro- 
fessor of Theology, who is an example of pri- 
mitive kindness. Soon after our arrival, we 
took a cabriolet, and drove three miles, to see 
the celebrated Fail of the Rhine. The road 
leading to it is exquisite ; vineyards stretch over 
dl the sides of the mountains ; and the country 
is open, and variegated. — The road leads along 
by the Rhine, which is here of a deep green 
colour. I am not sure if I was not a little dis- 
appointed at the first coup-d'oeii of the Fall 
itself. My imagination had been heated by 
descriptions, and I thought the depth would 
have been greater. But as soon as I had had 
time to recover myself, and recollect how much 
the width of the river would take away from the 
apparent depth of the fall, I was better pre- 
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pared to view the wonderful sight. It k truly 
astonishing. A multitude of rocks first impede 
the flow of the river ; through these it makes it« 
way^ till, having overcome them all, it rushes' 
down about eighty feet, with an impetuosity, a 
rage, a boiling foam, which literally darken the 
air, and create a constant mist and shower.' 
The body of water which falls, and the ftury, 
the incredible fury, of the descent, make this 
a wonder of nature. Immediately above the 
fall four immense, ragged, overhanging rocks 
stretch at considerable intervals quite across 
the flood. These divide the torrent for a mo- 
ment into five parts, without lessening its fury^ 
Ages back they doubtless formed a complete 
barrier which the stream had to surmount, and 
which made the depth of the fall double what 
it is at present. There are many faUs in Swit- 
zerland more picturesque, but none so terribly 
majestic as this* It impresses quite an awful 
conviction of the power of God, and how soon 
all nature would be dissolved, if he were to 
permit. We observed the Fall first, from a 
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gaUery overhanging the side of it, and watered 
with its dashing stream; then in a boat from 
the middle of the river ; next, from a window 
of a house on the opposite side ; lastly, from a 
sUmmer-house commanding the height of the 
river just before its fall.- We had likewise the' 
pleasure of seeing it in a camera obscura. It 
added greatly to the delight of this excursion, 
that my dear Mrs. W. was well enough to ac- 
company us ; indeed, the real beauties of our 
tour have lain open to her inspection as much 
as if she had been ever so strong. It is chiefly 
the interior of buildings^ which she has been 
unable to visit. 

Sunday^ Jvly 9n. — *' My soul is athirst foif 
Grod, yea, for the living God; when shall \ 
come and appear before the presence of God ?" 
Such is my feeling, on this my sixth Sunday. 
I have been to the Protestant German service 
(aU the ^ Canton is Protestant) ; a venerable 
clergyman, seventy or eighty years of age, 
preached. I would have given any thing io 
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have understood him ; his manner was so ear- 
nest; so impresfflve, so affectionate, so impas« 
sioned ; his voice majestic, and yet sweet. He 
reminded us of what we supposed Mr. Whit- 
field might have been* The service began with 
singing (which was vociferation rather than 
singing) ; then a prayer by the minister, who 
came from the gallery into a sort of tribune 
opening from it; after this a sermon and 
prayer ; singing concluded. The service be- 
gan at eight in the morning. During the ser- 
mon, two officers were going round collecting 
money, in bags hung at the end of long poles. 
There was a large congregation, and all seemed 
very attentive. After breakfast, we had our 
English Liturgy, and a sermon. At twelve, 
we went to the catechizing at the Cathedral : 
it was very pleasing, to see a hundred or two 
children seated in order; whilst a Minister 
heard them a portion of the Heidelberg Ca- 
techism, one of the most excellent of all the 
Protestant formularies. After the children had 
answered, the Minister began to put questions 
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to on^ chOd ; and then, apparently^ to explain 
the portion to the whole body of children — I 
was delighted — ^but it is late, and I must wish 
ydu adieu for to-night 

I am yours affectionately^ 
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ZuricJi, 4iT 22,' N. Lai. 8*^ S^ E. Ixmg. 
Monday Evenings July S8/A, 18S3. 

MY DEAREST SISTEH, 

Before I quit the subject of Schaff- 
hausen^ I must tell you, that this morning we 
saw a curious model of the bridge over the 
Rhine here, burnt by the French in 1799. It 
was built by a common carpenter, with only 
one pier, over a space of three hundred iand 
sixty-four feet, all of wood ; the pathway being 
suspended under, not placed over the arches, 
so that it quivered with the slightest movement 
of a passenger. I may as well mention also, 
that some new customs struck us during our 
stay there. We saw a funeral, where the pro- 
cession consisted of several hundred persons : 
every friend of a deceased person attending in 
a mourning robe. The churches are noble. 
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majestic buildings, but are absolutely devoid 
of ornament, having been stripped to the bare 
walls. I prefer the wisdom and moderation of 
our English Reformers in this, as well as other 
respects. The Protestants here are Calvinists, 
not Lutherans. All the children of the Canton^ 
containing thirty-two thousand souls, are ob- 
liged to attend and learn their catechism. 
There are thirty or forty clergymen. The 
Catholic Pilgrims who . visit Einsiedeln and 
other celebrated places of pilgrimage walk 
hand in hand, with bouquets in their hats, 
singing as they pass the streets : on Saturday 
thirty-two passed in this way through the town. 
They keep unusually good time; beginning 
the day at three, dining at twelve, and shut* 
ting up their shops at seven ; and their clocks 
are an hour and ten minutes faster than those 
at Paris. Every youth who chooses is a soldier 
to defend the state. We saw a number of boys 
exerciising this morning — So far as to the cus- 
toms of the place. Its moral and religious 
state I endeavoured to ascertain from the Pro- 
, fessor; The Protestant Cantons are very strict 
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and firm in their peculiaritiesi more bo than I 
have hitherto observed in other parts. The 
magistrates and laws also exercise a salutary 
influence over public morals ; but I fear much, 
whether spiritual religion^ with its holy fruits, 
abounds. The Sacraments are» however, well at- 
tended ; in a town of seven thousand souls, there 
are four or five hundred communicants, at two 
or three churches ; one thousand five hundred 
or two thousand in all ; communicating once or 
twice a year. Still I fear that all this is too 
much of a mere form, and that the chilling 
theology of Grermany has infected the Canton. 
May God raise up a new spirit of faith and 
love among them ! I did all I could to make 
the Professor understand our views of religion 
in England. 

We left Schaff hausen at eight this morning, 
for Zurich, twenty-five miles. On our road, 
we stopped again at the fall of the Rhine, 
and once more admired its unequalled terrors. 
The Rhine is a continued flood— a torrent, 
from the dissolved snows, where it springs, till 
it loses itself in Holland, after a course of eight 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EOLISAU. 95 

hundred miles — so that a vessel goings down 
the stream shoots like an arrow. The width 
of the Fall is four hundred and fifty feet ; the 
least depth sixty feet, the greatest eighty. It 
differs from the Niagara in two respects; in 
volume of water it is inferior^ in majesly it sur* 
passes it. The Niagara is two thousand seven 
hundred feet wide, and one hundred and fifty- 
six feet high; but it merely turns suddenly 
down the Fall in a continued stream, as from 
a lock ; whereas the Rhine, with unparalleled 
fury, dashes from rock to rock till the spray 
and foam obscure the view*. At Eglisau, a 
lovely village on our way, where we dined, we 
saw, for the first time, a covered bridge) erected 
in 1811, over the Rhine (the French having 
burnt the former one) ; you walk over amidst 
rafters and beams, windows on each side open- 
ing upon the river. It is entirely covered at 
top with a roof, and enclosed on the sides, so 
that you are, as it were, in a house ; whilst the 
rafters, &c. make you think it is the roof of a 

* Simond Voyage en SuiBse^ p. 91, 92. 
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church. These coyered bridges abound in 
Switzerland. As we approached Zurich, we 
caught a ^rst view of the distant Alps, about 
Zug and Schwitz. The hills first in riew were 
shaded by the afternoon sun ; over these, bril- 
Uant volumes of clouds were discernible ; and 
from amidst the clouds, the peaks of the Alps, 
which were easily distinguished by their de- 
fined outlines, sharp summits, and bright white- 
ness from the eternal snows with which they 
are covered. We entered Zurich, the capital 
of the Canton, about 6ve o'clock. I could not 
but feel sensibly affected. This is the first 
town in Switzerland that separated from the 
church of Rome three centuries back — ^it was 
the favourite asylum of our English Reformers 
during the vacillating and tyrannical reign of 
Henry the Eighth, and the bloody persecution 
of Queen Mary. It is supposed to have been 
the place where our great Cranmer, soon after 
he had been raised to the Primacy, caused the 
first complete edition of the English Bible, 
Miles Coverdale's, to be printed, about the 
year 15S0. The town contains eleven thousand 
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souls ; the Canton one hundred and eighty-two 
thousand ; nearly all Protestant. The beauty of 
the country accords with its reputation. We 
are at the Inn called KEp^e. Imagine a room 
fifty feet by thirty, of which two sides are a 
continued window, overhanging the broad deep- 
blue torrent of the Limnath, which, rushing like 
an arrow from the lake of Zurich, seems hurry- 
ing to pour itself into the Rhine. The wooden 
bridge which leads across it is immediately 
before me, and is wide enough for the market^ 
which is just now in amusing confusion, and 
presents a jnost characteristic scene of Swiss cos- 
tume and manpers. The noble churches, quays, 
and public buildings on the other side of the 
river diversify the prospect. In the distance 
on my right a second bridge appears, with a 
tower built in the midst of the torrent for state- 
prisoners — ^whilst still further on, my eye is lost 
in following the beautifUl lake itself, till I dis* 
cem at length the Alps rearing their majestic 
heads beyond it in the utmost horizon. — Such 
is the room where I am writing this letter; I 
suppose it is one of the most beautiful in the 

VOL. I, G 
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world. It is curious, that in order to reach 
this splendid chamber you have to defile 
through stables, voitures, horsetnen, voituriers, 
ostlers, post-boys, and smells of all kinds, by a 
dark, narrow passage; for the entire ground 
floors of the Swiss inns are occupied by this 
sort of miseries ; I suppose on account of the 
frequent inundations from melted snow, or 
overflowing rivers. Last night we ascended 
a bastion, near the town, and beheld the mag- 
nificent scene of the range of Alps illuminated, 
or rather gilded, by the setting sun ; it was,^ 
really, as if aQ the snows were suddenly set 
on a blaze, the fiery meteor was so bright and 
so extensive. As the sun further declined, the 
magic scene lost its enchantment. It is sinh 
gular, that this is the first night this summer 
that the Alps have been thiis visible. My 
friend travelled four years ago in Switzerland, 
and never saw any thing like it. Indeed, we 
have been favoured all our journey. The 
weather has been unusually cool> with the ex.. 
ception of a day or two, and we are all now 
in comfortable health. O for the additional 
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blessing of a thankful, humble, holy, teachable 
heart, to see God in every things to love God 
because of every thing, and to be led up 
towards him by every thing! I should just 
mention, that on our road to 'Zurich we 
crossed a part of Baden, when the same ap» 
pearance of negligence and misery returned 
which I before noticed. As soon as we re- 
gained the Swiss territory all was again neat, 
convenient, industrious, and happy: such id 
the difference between civil and religious free- 
dom, and a more arbitrary government ! 

Zurich, Tuesday J July S9. — I have been in- 
troduced, to-day, to the venerable Antistes 
Hess, the ecclesiastical head of the Canton : 
he is eighty-two years old, a venerable, pious, 
holy man, on the verge of heaven; with a 
heart full of love to the Saviour, and to the 
souls of men. I took my three children to 
him, (hat he might bless them. The Antistes 
spoke to me much of Mr. Wilberforce, whose 
bbok he had read with delight : he begged me 
to convey to him his Christian regards : it was 

g2 
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delightful to me to see tliis aged disciple. He' 
is one of the persons whom I was most anxious 
to know. I met at his house an old magistrate 
of this place, who commended to me the cause 
of Switzerland; and begged of me again and 
again to represent to my countrymen the state 
of his Canton ; pressing on me that Switzerland 
had been the cradle of the Reformation. We 
visited, with much pleasure, the City Library, 
abounding in original unpublished Letters of 
our Rjeformers. The history of that interesting 
period, after all Burnet has done, might, un- 
doubtedly, be much enriched from these stores. 
We saw .three Letters of Lady Jane Gray, 
written to BuUinger, in 15dl. She was be- 
headed in 1554, at the age of nineteen. The 
Epistles of St. Paul in Greek, transcribed en- 
tire in the hand of Zuinglius in 1517, just as 
he began the Swiss Reformation, were most 
interesting to me, not only as an ancient manu- 
script, but as tracing the Reformation to its true 
source, a deep study of the New Testament. 
The truly pious and holy Antistes lives in the 
same house where this great Reformer dwelt. 
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in the garden of which is a room literally filled 
with unpublished archives of the Reformation. 
The honour in which Zuingle is held h^re is 
remarkable*. I observe, that God has often 
brought about the greatest works of mercy by 
some one individual in a town or country, 
raised up by his Spirit, embued with the know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, and armed with 
zeal, fortitude, wisdom, and love. Zuingle at 
Zurich, CEcolampadius at Basle, Bucer at Stras- 
burg, Calvin and Beza in France and Geneva, 
Luther in Germany, Cranmer in England. Oh- 
that men of a like spirit may be raised up again ! 
Oh that Divines and Professors would study and 
transcribe St. Paul's Epistles ! Soon would Pro- 
testantism revive, and Popery fade away be- 
fore it ! It is known that our English Reformer, 
Ridley, committed to memory early in life 
almost all St Paul's Epistles, as well as those 
called Catholic ; the benefit derived from which 
he acknowledged with gratitude, just before 
bis martyrdom. In the afternoon we took a 
sail on the Lake, delicious beyond description. 
The evening however was not so favourable for 
* See note at the end of this Letter. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lost STATK OF BSUGION. 

viewing the setting sun^ as last nights I am 
quite grieved to say, that my impression of the 
present state of real religion in this- Canton is 
not so favourable as its former celebrity would 
lead one to expect— four or five hundred only 
at church (at St. Peter^s), out of five thousand 
parishioners, for forty-eight Sundays in the 
year ; and two thousand five hundred for the 
fi)ur remaining Sundays, the sacrament days, 
which seem almost superstitiously reverenced 
— ^the clergy of the town meeting the magi- 
strates and gentlemen at a club, once a week, 
to smoke and talk politics: these are not' pro- 
mising symptoms. O how different a thing is 
real spirituality of heart from the name of reli- 
gion, whether reformed or catholic* ! 

Zurich, July SO, Wednesday, ^^^y dearest 
Anne accompanied me to-day to the benevolent 

* I was quite distressed that Mr. Gessner^ the son-in- 
law of Lavater^ was not in Zurich during my stay there. 
The superior talents and eminent piety of this excellent 
minister made me exceedingly r^et that I was unable 
to see him. He forms a bright exception to the melan- 
choly statement in the text. I trust there are many 
others. 
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and pious Andstes. His amiable and truly 
Chri^jan temper appears in all he does and 
says. When he took leave of my vife, he pre- 
sented her with one of his smaller works, and 
prayed that peace and grace might be with her, 
and that her sons and her daughter might be 
her comfort and support. He then added, 
'^ We shall nerer meet again in this world, but 
we shall meet in another, to be with Jesus : that 
is our proper country ; there is peace, holiness, 
and joy.*" The institifttion for the blind in this 
city, and that for orphans, much interested us. 
It was affecting to see the blind write, and do 
sums in arithmetic, by letters £Hid figures im-* 
pressed on the paper with an iron pen; so. that 
they knew them by the touch. The singing 
of the. orphan children was very beautiful. . I 
caDed on the bookseller of th^ Bible Society : 
that noble institution, though less flourishing 
now, has accomplished much good> considering 
the .limited rescurees of a single canton. We^ 
visited the arsenal, and several other objects of 
curiosity. The people marry very young in 
Zurich, and are betrothed yet earlier. The 
taxes are very Hght: their largest bookseller 
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pays four Napoleons a year (3/. 8^.) for every 
thing*. The tomb of Lavater in St Peter's 
church much affected me; he was mortally 
wounded by the hand of a common soldier 
during Massena*s invasion. 

Aarau, Thursday Night, July 31.— We left 
Zurich with regret this morning, and came 
twenty-^ight miles to this town, the capital of 
the Canton of Argovie. It has three thousand 
inhabitants^ chiefly reformed. It stands plea* 
santly on the Aar, which flows into the Rhine. 
We were surprised to find that the same church 
is used here for Catholics and Protestants : we 
entered it; there were no superstitious orna- 
ments. The Protestants meet at eight, the 
Catholics at half-past nine, on the Sunday. We 
dined at Bade, where there is a most beautifiil 
village on the banks of the Limmath. At the 

* There are several print-sellers here who have most 
extensive and beautiful collections of Swiss engravings. I 
bought what are called the One hundred views^ and also 
the Fifty views. I gave thirty or forty shillings for the 
two sets. I may as well add that the duty on coloured 
prints at Dover is fallen from two shillings each to two- 
pence. 
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table-d'hote I met two strangers from Basle. 
After a good deal of conversatton^ the lady 
turned out to be a friend of an English clergy^ 
man of my acquaintance, and begged me most 
earnestly to remember her to him, and to as- 
sure him that she had not forgotten his advice, 
but read every Sunday one of the sermons he 
gave her: it was delightful to me thus to trace 
some fruit of the seed sown by my dear friend. 
We meet many English now at every town. 

Dr. was at Zurich, and Mr. — is here ; 

both of Oxford, and distinguished persons as 
scholars. 

Beisle, 26 Miksjrom Aarau, Friday Evening, 
Avgust 1. — We have had a charming ride to- 
day ; the road from Aarau to Stein (a lovely 
village on the Rhine) lay through a noble pic- 
turesque country. Some of the villages were 
more characteristic than any we have yet seen. 
From Stein the: road ran by the Rhine ; and 
when we had come within nine miles of Basle, 
we sent on the carriages and came down, or 
rather were flooded down, the Rhine, in a 
boat; the stream carried us the nine miles in- 
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an hour and a quarter — a rather hazardous 
voyage^ as our friends at Basle told us. Basle 
is a rery ancient city, situated at the angle 
where the Rhine turns northward for Ger- 
many. It contains sixteen thousand souls, 
almost all Protestants. The same liberty pre^ 
vails here as at Zurich, and the same bal^ts. 
Bread is three half-pence the pound — meat, 
two-pence three &rthuigs the pound — wages, 
two diUlings a day. . There are eight chuf ches. 
Mr« Blumhardt, of the Missionary Institution, 
^led upon me this morning— a most devout, 
delightful man. O, the refreshment to the mind, 
to meet with a Christian brother in a foreign 
land, whom^ one can understand; for Mr. B. 
speaks French mid Ednglish well» Travetting 
from Canton to Canton, it is curious to see the 
changes in the villages^-^ome Popish, some 
Protestant: the latter are always the more 
comfortable, neat, industrious ; but they all 
seem to live together in peace ; and a reasons- 
able liberty appears equally dear to all. The 
dress of the women varies in each Canton: 
the hair of the Zurich women is neatly combed 
and parted: they have no gowns, but their 
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iihclerdfe83 expands oter the shonldera, some^ 
thing like a surplice; they have a stomacher of 
cloth, with braids of scarlet crosswise; their 
petticoats are undoubtedly short, but are very 
wide and ample: they are of a strong fine 
race, compared with the French and German 
women. I have before mentioned the cottages 
with the advancing roof shelving to the ground ; 
at Aarau, yesterday, we found the lofty houses, 
all along the main streets, with these jutting 
roofs, only not shelving to the ground; each 
house has its own roof advancing perhaps ten 
or twelve feet ; so that we walked under them 
during the rain quite defended ; the roofs differ 
in height, shape, colour, &c« so as to make a 
most singular appearance. I believe I have not 
mentioned the German and Swiss stoves, with 
which almost every room is furnished ; these- 
are sometimes of iron, of a moderate size ; but 
oftener of tiles, stone, or Chinaware, and then 
they are eight or ten feet square, standing on 
thick legs, which raise them a feW inches from 
the ground, and reaching in a turret-form to the 
ceiling. The fire is placed in them from the 
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passage^ through an opening in the partition wall 
of the room : there is no grate nor flame seen> 
but the warmth is produced by the whole mass 
of the tower being thoroughly heated; the 
China stoves are of green, blue, or yellow. The 
fountains also in this country are a curious ob- 
ject; every town and village, however small, 
has its fountain. The CathoUc adorns his with' 
saints, the Protestant with heroes : there is no 
such thing as water laid on to each house, as 
with us ; all depends on the fountains, which are 
commonly large stone enclosures, from twenty 
to fiflty feet round, with two,- four, or six jets- 
d'eau, which fall so as to meet conveniently 
the tubs, &c; placed on the margin of the basin. 
Around these basins are collected women, wash- 
ing garden-stuff or clothes, horses drinking, ser- 
vants ^extending jugs, &c. At Stein we were at 
the singular hotel, looking fiiU on the Rhine, of 
which M. Simond speaks in his Voyage with 
warm commendation. We showed the maitre> 
die pages in MS., which he had never seen : he 
was not a little astonished that his solitary 
house should be thus celebrated. 
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Perhaps one of the most singular persons we 
have seen since we have been abroad was a 
clergyman of one of the towns we have lately 
passed through ; pompous, good-tempered, of* 
ficious, confused; with a mixture of pride from 
his station and family, apd of familiarity from an 
affected condescension towards others ; the high 
priest, and yet the friendly, kind, obliging man ; 
withal tedious, dawdling, never seeing the good 
sense of a thing, and having no tact in discover- 
ing the inconveniences which his conduct occa- 
sions; a worthy, bustling, unintelligible per- 
sonage. But all this would have been nothing, 
'if it were not that this same person is a divine, 
,nay, the divine, the great man in theology, whose 
reputation spreads through the neighbourhood, 
who talks perpetually of the Reformation, and 
whose opinions gain credence. I really was 
quite nervous in his company : all I could do, 
I could get no one good sentiment out of him; 
he did nothing but talk to me of bis church, 
his parish, his house, and four or five portraits 
.of himself. A negative character is not enough 
for a minister of Jesus Christ, in a dying, guilty 
world. 
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Basle, Saturday Evening, August 2. — The 
Cathedral here interested us greatly this morn- 
ing. It is one of the noblest Protestant churched 
of the Continent. It is built of a fine red stone ; 
simple, yet majestic in its ornaments, with nu- 
merous aisles and monuments, and a remark- 
ably curious cloister. The tombs of Erasmus, 
and of GBcolampadius (the Basle Reformer), 
much interested us. The town is neat, and 
seemingly full of business. The public library 
contains thirty-two thousand yoIumes> and ma- 
nuscript letters of most of the Reformers. In 
the affceHioon we spent two or three hours with 
the excellent Mr. B. The first foreign Bible 
Society was formed here in 1804, the very year 
when the original Institution began in London. 
At the third centenary of the Reformation, 
New Testaments were given firom the altar of 
the Cathedral to all the children of the town — 
above two^ thousand were distributed. The 
Missionary Institution contains thirty-four stu- 
dents, and is about to be enlarged. The lee- 
ture*rooms and bed-rooms are simple and un- 
adorned. The state of true religion is, on the 
whole^ improving in Switzerland and some 
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parts of Gennany. Tratfa, holiness, and unity in- 
crease, hundreds of CathoHcs receiTe Bibles and 
attend Protestant Churches. The Lutherans 
andAeformed have begun to unite in the com- 
mon term Evangelical. The Antistes and moot 
of the Clergy preadi and live according to iba 
GrospeL On the other hand, the Court of 
Rome threatens, the Pope is aroused ; he thinkn 
the Protestants have begun to propagatte their 
views by Bible and Missionary Institutions^ 
and he is determined to oppose them* The 
Jesuits are the Pope's household troops ; they 
are spreading every wh^e, and resisting, in the 
most open manner, every attempt at scriptural 
education; The Holy Alliance is thought ta 
fiivour the Pope and the Jesuits, by acting on 
the idea that aU societies are dangerous. In 
the meantime, the friends of the truth are active 
and humble, leaving events with God. Mr. B. 
was exceedingly struck with London when he 
visited it for the first time last year. He says 
it took him six months, on his return, to cool 
and collect his scidtered and astonished ideas,, 
and digest what he had observed. He thinks 
Paris is only a village compared with London. 
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He complainedi however, of London fogs, 
London water, and London cookery — the fine 
mountain air, the Rhine, and the kitchen of 
Switzerland ; these were what he wanted to com- 
plete his happiness — he scarcely once saw the 
swi the first six weeks he was in London, But 
he forgot all this in the intellectual and reli* 
gious feasts in which he participated. I forgot 
to say, that we saw at the cathedral to-day the 
very halL where the Councfl of 1431 — 47 held its 
sittings ; the self-same seats and other furniture 
remain: that Council was convoked to prevent 
the Reformation ; but the scandal raised by the 
vices of the bishops, who composed it, had the 
effect of convincing men of its necessity, and of 
hastening it It happened curiously, that on the 
very benches where the Pope^s legate and the 
other members of the councfl had sat four cen- 
turies back, the trophies of the Reformation 
were placed, which had been displayed at the 
celebration of the third centenary of that great 
and blessed event 

Yours afiectionately, 

D. W. 
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P. S. Before I shut up my letter, I most add 
that, in the old DiTinity School of the Cathe- 
dral, we saw a likeness of the celebrated Eras- 
mus, scratched during lecture by an idle stu- 
dent on the common wooden desk which was 
before him. Three centuries have rendered 
this roguish trick a great curiosity. The lines 
are beginning to be fiunt ; but the likeness is 
still strong. You will please however to ob- 
serve, that Erasmus is not one of my prime fa- 
vourites. He had talents, wit, and learning in 
abundance, but he wanted die heart of a Re- 
former. 



Note referred to p. 101. 

Ziiingle, unongst all the noble body of Reiormen, 
seems to have been one of the most complete characters. 
He was bom Jan. Ist, 1487. He soon began to discover the 
truth of some of the chief doctrines of Scripture. He not 
only copied out the text of St. Paul's Epistles, arabove re- 
lated, but also committed them all to memory, and ear- 
nestly sought by pmyer the teaching of the Holy Spirit; 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, and explaining the 

VOL. I. U 
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obscure passages by the more clear. In 1518 he was 
elected by the Cht^ter to the office of preacher; and on 
Jan. 1^ 1519^ he delivered his first discourse in the Ca- 
thedral of Zurich before an immense auditory. His wisdom 
and penetration were so remarkable^ and the influence he 
acquired over the Council and all the inhabitants of 
Zurich was so greats that he carried the Canton along 
with him in a firm but gradual profession of the Evan- 
gelical doctrines. It is remarkable^ that he had laboured 
his way out of most of the errors of Popery^ and had 
attained to the light of Reformed truth in Zurich^ at the 
very time that Luther^ without design oac concert with 
him^ had been carrying on the same holy work in Ger- 
many. In shorty Zuingle is thought by some to have 
united the zeal of Luther with the mildness of Melanc- 
thon^ and the decision of Martyr with Bucer's modera- 
tion. See a sketch of his life in The Christian Guardian 
for 18^^ drawn from the best sources. 
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Biidef about 963 miles Jram London, 
Sunday, August S, 1828. 

MY DBABfiST SISTER, 

We are now closing our seventh absent 
Sunday ; and have, for the first time, met with 
French service. We attended twice ; at nine 
and at three : but really the sermons were so 
indifferent, or rather so luiscriptural, that I 
was grieved at my very heart* I hope the 
strong impression I receive abroad of the blessed 
privilege of the Grospel in it^ simplicity, will 
never be effaced from my mind. What is Pro^ 
testantism, without the truth on which it rests, 
and the Holy Spirit by whom alone that truth 
can be taught or blessed? My soul mourns 
qyer the desolations of the church, especially 
the French church ; for the German churches 

H 2 
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here are prosperous. The sixteen Lutheran 
ministers, with scarcely an exception, truly 
preach the Gospel. The Sabbath is much 
better observed than in Germany; the shops 
shut; no amusements; great order and de- 
cency. 

Monday Momingy August 4. — Basle was 
celebrated in the fourth century : it is capable 
of containing a hundred thousand inhabitants, 
but it has ' now only sixteen thousand. It is 
superbly, situated on the Rhine, which here 
becomes navigable. The larger houses in the 
town have the front doors made of open wire- 
work, so as to admit the air. Many of the in> 
habitants have a swollen neck ; arising, as Mr. 
B. informs ^s, from the nature of the water ; 
but, as others think, from the moist foggy atmo- 
sphere. In the Vallais, this disease becomes a 
protuberance, and is often accompanied with 
idiotcy. On the whole, Basle much delighted 
us. . The table d'hote room overhung the 
river ; with the noble bridge over the Rhine, 
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connedling Great and Little Basle, on our 
right, full in view. The prospect from one of 
the bastions surprised us quite unexpectedly 
one evening as we were walking on the fortifica- 
tions — At a sudden turn of the path, the most 
picturesque view burst upon us as by magic — 
the Rhine— the bridge — a part of the town — 
the tower of an old church*— a beautiful well- 
wooded country interspersed — ^a thousand va- 
rious objects — the whole exquisite. It is, in 
short, the inmplicity, industry, piety, and hapi- 
piness of the people, together with the liberty 
of their country, and its uncommon magnificence 
aiid beauty, which endear it to Englishmen. 

Ckmrtj between Bctsk a/iid Neufchaiel, Mo9i^ 
day Night, Atigtist 4. — We have come to-day 
thirty-two miles. This is the third time we 
have been surprised with a richness of scenery 
wholly unexpected. Nothing is so difficult to 
deiscribe. Language, at least my language, is 
unable to follow the inexhaustible variety and 
profusion of beauties in Switzerland. For nine 
hours to-day our attention and admiration were 
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excited so perpetually, that we were fiUigued 
under the continued effort. It was not the 
Rhine, it was not the HoeUenthal, — ihe former 
with its majestic flood and exuberant vines is 
unequalled in its way ; the latter in wild and 
awfid scenery appeared to us at the time in- 
comparable — ^but the Valley of Mdutiers, where 
we now are, is of so new and grand a character, 
so considerable in extent (twenty-two miles), so 
varied at every turn throughout its course, 
that, though different from all the preceding 
scenery, we must allow it to be one of the very 
finest things we have yet seen. The valley is a 
sort of fissure or chasm in the immense chain 
of tHe Jura mountains. The river Birse flows 
through it in a rather small, but clear, impe- 
tuous, and diversified stream;, its numerous 
cascades, its various bridges, and endless wind- 
ings, create an inexhaustible fund of pleasure* 
The rocks of immense height — vertical— pa- 
rallel — answering to each other on the opposite 
sides of the chasm, sometimes like leaves of a 
book, and bearing on every side smaller or 
larger trees, apparently without any super- 
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incumbent earths— vast ravines in these masses, 
down which the torrents at times roll— over- 
hanging fragments, threatening, as it were, to 
faU every moment, together with the sinuosities 
of the valley, formed a scene of wonder and 
delight The foliage also, now of dark fir, now 
of lighter underwood ; at one time filling up the 
valley, and hiding the bursting river ; at other 
times rising up the mountains; and almost 
always spreading out on the rent masses of 
granite, added continued beauties. — whilst the 
enormous bodies of rock here and there forced 
down by the winter tempests, or loosened by 
the thaws and floods, almost closed the road, 
and blocked up the river. Along this valley 
the Romans formed a road, which, after having 
been more than once obstructed by the falling 
rocks, was opened again for the last dme in 
175S. The following inscription, in Latin, is 
engraved on a stone on the side of the road : 
*' Joseph William, of Rincius, Prince Bishop 
of Baldenstein Basiliensium, opened this road, 
which had been shut for a long time, by break- 
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in^ through the rocks, and opposing moun- 
tains, and casting bridges over the Birse, with 
a labour worthy of the Romans." The road 
now is excellent. I hope I endeavoured to 
reflect to-day on that awfiil disruption of the 
deluge, which was doubtless the origin of these 
amazing scenes — the face of the creation bears 
marks of that signal judgment of Almighty 
God on a sinful world. I endeavoured also to 
meditate on the goodness of God in furnishing 
man with sources of pleasure in the wonders of 
creation, and spreading over the wrecks of the 
world the sweet foliage and fertility, which are 
more delightful from these contrasts. O, when 
the last breaking up of nature shall come, and 
the rocks and mountains depart, may we in- 
herit a new and brighter world wherein dwelleth 
righteousness ! The people now speak French. 
We are in the Canton of Bern, containing two 
hundred and ninety-four thousand souls, chiefly 
Protestants. We dined at Soyhier, a small 
Catholic village, where all the tombstones have 
cups or basins hanging by them, I suppose for 
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holy water. In the comer of the churchyard 
is a small baikUng filled with the bones of the 
dead, with an aperture or window, open to the 
air, by which you may see them, and touch 
them, if you please. The villages in this vaUey 
are curious, from the very low cottages of only 
one story, very wide, with rooft of wood, and 
large stones placed here and there upon the 
roof, to prevent its being blown away. 

Comwretj Tuesdm^ Mcrrnng^ J^eveno" Clock. 
— We left Court this morning at seven, and 
came on here sixteen miles, through a fine open 
country, bordered by mountiuns. At a place 
called Pierre Pertuis, we stopped to see the 
source of the Birse, whose course had afforded 
us such extraordinary pleasure yesterday: it 
gushes from the side of a rock with such force 
as to turn three mills almost immediately. 
Above this source a lofty rock is pierced to 
admit the road : the opening, of about forty 
feet by twenty, was first made by the Romans, 
as an inscription cut in the rock, and almost 
obliterated by time, testifies. We were over- 
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taken by a most violent storm as we approached 
this village, Cormoret, and here discovered the 
advantage of Swiss architecture ; for the host 
of a small auberge no sooner saw us than he 
opened the bam door, and we drove in under 
cover, first one carriage, then another ; a door 
in the side opened into the house, and stairs, 
steep as a ladder, conducted us to the salle k 
manger, or dining hall, over the said barn, 
where we now are. The ceiling, walls, floor, 
are all of the same materials, unpainted wood. 
Our cold meat is brought out, which we put 
into our tin boxes at Basle. We have also 
Kirchen-wasser (eau de c6rise), together with 
fresh eggs, warm milk, bread, all set out on an 
immense table, which surrounds three sides of 
the hall, and has no particular appearance of 
having been lately cleaned. In this style we 
are now about to dine, at half past eleven, 
Swiss time. 

Twelve o'ClocJc. — ^As the storm continues, 
now we have finished our frugal meal, I go on 
with such remarks as occur to me. Switzerland 
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formerly contained thirteen Cantons, but no# 
twenty-two, confederated together by an act of 
Congress, 1814 ; by which the actual limits and 
rights of the different states were as nearly as 
IkMsible preserved. The Swiss date their free- 
dom from the first efforts of the Cantons of 
Uri, Switz, and Underwald, to throw off the 
Austrian yoke in 1808. Switzerland contains 
one million seven hundr^ and fifty thousand 
souls, of whom above a million are Protest- 
ants. Basle is the largest city, Geneva the 
most populous, and Bern the most beautiful. 
The Cantons differ from each other materially 
in religion and in form of government; but a 
spirit of independence, activity, industry, perr 
vade the whole, and make them, perhaps, the 
freest and happiest country in Europe, after 
Great Britain. 

Neufch&tel, Wednesday Mornings Aug. 6. — 
The storm clearing up yesterday, we set off at 
half past one. We soon came to a hill very 
steep, but apparently moderate in length ; and 
the two coachmen, with aU our party, except 
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Mrs, W. and Eliza, got outtowalk up. It turned 
out to be a genuine Swiss mountain, at least 
three mOes long^ and three thousand feet in 
height We were more than an hour ascending^ 
and as the boys and I followed a countryman 
by what he called a shorter route, we had the 
happiness to clamber up a side so steep, that 
we were obliged to cling to the roots of trees 
to prevent our falling backwards. At the top 
we saw a small auberge; we entered by the 
bam, and from that turned into the kitchen, 
where a moderate fire was burning, not on the 
hearth, but in the open raised sort of oven, 
which is usual in this country. We sat down 
to dry our feet whilst they prepared us some 
coffee : happening to look up we saw that the 
whole fire-place, ten feet by fifteen, gradually 
formed the chimney, which was all of wood, 
forty feet high, ending in a square at top, on 
which was a board raised on one side to allow 
the smoke to escape, by a pole which descended 
the whole length, and was hung by cords at the 
side of the oven. As we were sitting, the door 
opened, and in came our good friend who had 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



NE0FCHATEL. 126 

followed the main road, driven by die same 
hope of rehef as ourselves. EXza arrived soon 
after, and then Ann. We had a refreshing cup 
of cofiee in the salle i manger, which, by the by, 
was all of wainscot, and with double windows ; 
—a defence against the winter storms; five 
months^ snow fidls most years. 

We arrived at the capital of the Canton of 
Neufch&tel at ei|;ht, after thirteen hours^ jour- 
ney, and forty«four miles. . The weather was 
rainy in the afternoon; so that we could see 
little as we descended to the town, except the 
fine lake expanding it» deep blue waves on all 
«des. Had the weather been fine, the Alps 
wcwld have crowned the horiaaon. We ob- 
served the. villages had still the low cottages, 
with wooden shingles for tiles. The water- 
pipes w^re not placed against the houses, but 
led ofi^ about twenty feet, so as to carry off the 
water beyond the front, gardens into the road; 
We noticed ako extraordinary large dung-hills 
caked with much care, cut all around, appa- 
rently ten years old each, and placed in the 
garden precisely under the bed-room windows ; 
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I suppose, firom the value attached to them by 
this frugal people. We had excellent beds 
after our fatigue last night, the best since we 
left England: my own chamber seems a sort 
of ball*room, thirty feet by twenty-five— these 
measures are, of course, in the way of conjec- 
ture ; as all my remarks on Switzerland, in some 
degree, are. 

Bietme^ on Ae Lake ^ the same name. Wed- 
nesday Evenings Angtisi 6. — We left Neuf- 
chfitel at eleven this morning, after seeing the 
Cathedral, fountains, and vineyards — ^it has 
three thousand souls. The Alps, which on a 
fine day stretch on the opposite side of the 
Lake and bound the view, we could not discern. 
We came on to Cerlier, twelve miles, to dinner ; 
and then, leaving the carriages, embarked in a 
boat on the Lake of Bienne. We soon landed 
at the small island of St. Pierre, about two miles 
in circuit. It abounds in beautiful scenery. 
The single house on the island is an auberge, 
formerly a monastery, and of late years cele- 
brated as the refuge of J. J. Rousseau in 1765. 
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The walls of his room are actually covered with 
inscriptions. A trap-door in the floor remains, 
by which he escaped from unwelcome visitors. 
A book for entering the names of strangers is 
kept. I was determined to accompany my sig- 
nature with some token of disagreement from 
the sentiments of this infidel writer. I there- 
fore wrote, "D. W. qui, tout en admirant le 
genie de Rousseau, en deplore les erreurs, et 
les suites si funestes au Christianisme^ et k la 
morale.'' There are fine vineyards on the 
island, which are let to fifSty fistmilies, who have 
half the grapes for their labour : last year, this 
little island, or rather a third part of it, yielded 
one hundred and sixty thousand bottles of wine ; 
some years it yields only twenty^four thousand. 
Such is the uncertainty of the vintages in this 
country. We re-embarked, after a slight re- 
fireshment, and sailed to the town of Bienne. 
The wind was favourable, and the prospects on 
each side of the Lake were charming ; but the 
agitation of the vessel produced in some of us 
a qualmishness which interrupted our pleasure. 
Bienne is a small town of two thousand five 
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hundrecl souls, at the foot of Mount Jura. The 
fosse or moat of the fortifications is turned 
into gardens — a circttmstance which we have 
often seen, and which always fills me with an 
indescribable pleasure. I remember as we 
drove out of Lille, it was delightftil to me, 
after passing four or five lines of frightful for- 
tifications, to tummy eye down and see a num- 
ber of gardeners and hay-makers at their peace- 
ful occupations at the bottom of the fosse. Bienne 
abounds with fountains; the stone figure of 
one of which represents a good and evil angel 
struggling for the soul of man: Satan has 
horns and an enormous tail. Over another is 
a Swiss patriot, immovable as the pedestal on 
which he stands. The gateway has an extremely 
old bas-relief of two heroes, the peculiar un- 
dauntedness of whose countenances and atti- 
tudes bespeaks the Swiss bravery. The chief 
manufactory in^this neighbourhood is watches : a 
good workman can gain about eight francs a day, 
an ordinary one three or four. Bread is three 
half-pence a pound, meat three pence. Out of 
forty-nine thousand souls in the canton of Neuf- 
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ch&tel, there are only two prisoners now don^^ 
fined in jail» and these for robbery. The pu^ 
nisbment of death is scarcely ever inflicted, 
IVe hope to be at Bern to-morrow, where let^ 
|;ers from England await us: I cannot but feel 
anjdous, after a total silence of nearly eight 
weeks, to hear of my beloved fiunily, and be- 
loved congregation; the duties also before me 
may materially vary in consequenoe : may God 
grant us ,all needful direction, and vouchsafe 
us the grace which sanctifies and saves ! 

Bef'n, Friday Morning, August 8, — ^We aN 
rived b^e yesterday afiemooni after a delight* 
fill journey of twenty-fiHir mUes from Biemie. 
We are now about nine hundred and eighty^ 
s^en miles from Calais^ and one thousand and 
eighty*eeven from London; and having reached 
what may be called the capital of Switzerland, 
and 'OUT resdngiipla^ in this endiBBtiag couiw 
try (for Geneva, if we go unidi there, is but 
two or three days journey), I would raise, as 
it were, '^ my stone of memorial, and call it 
Eben-ezer ; and say. Hitherto hath God helped 

VOI« I. I 
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US :^ we hare travelled all this way without i 
ringle accident^ properly speaking ; and with 
only those variations in health which occasional 
heat and over-fktigue have brought on. The 
weather has been, on the whole, more favourable 
to UB than it would have been during any other 
summer for several years. Here we intend first 
to waiti and entirely rest ourselves, and then 
fenn the best plan we can for air, health, and 
comfort for our remaining tour. Thank God, 
I found letters from England at the post, with 
nothing but good news. I received six letters 
altogether. We dined yesterday at Seedorf, a 
lovely village, commanding one of the finest 
views we have yet seen. The road from Bienne 
was almost one. continued succession of moun- 
tains ; which you will readily believe, when I 
tdl you that Bern is situated one thousand seven 
hundred and eight feet above the level of the sea* 
)[t is indisputably tibe finest city we have seen, 
from the beauty of its site, from the nobleness 
and regularity of its main streets, from tibe fine 
white free*8tone of which it is built, and from 
the arcades or piaxeas, which adom not merely 
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a market-place, like our Covent Garden, but 
absolutely all the chief streets throughout the 
city ; add to this, that a stream of beautiful ran* 
ning water flows through the middle of the 
streets, with fountains at convenient dbtances. 
It more resembles Bath than any place I have 
seen abroad. It stands on a lofty hill, sur*' 
rounded almost entirety by the Aar ; 46^ 5T 
N. lat. 7^ dOl £• long«, about five degrees more 
south than London. It is one of the most 
modem cities in Switzerland. 

Friday l&oming.'^yfe have been settling 
to-day with our voiturier, who here leaves us. 
We have paid him one thousand seven hundred 
and four francs for forty-one days, at the rate 
of forty-eight francs for thirty days' travelling, 
imd twenty-four for eleven days of rest The 
distance he has brought us is seven hundred 
and ninety-two miles ; which is about one shil*^ 
ling and nine-pence halfpenny a mile, for five 
horses and two carriages — but then we have 
the hire of the carriages, SdO francs a month 
each, to pay when we return to Calais, so that 

i2 
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the rate of travelling is, oh the whole, su£* 
ficiently expensive. I have been to-day intro- 
duced to the Rev. M: Wittenbach, fifty-two 
years a pastor in this town — a truly delightful 
person — full of piety, kindness, playful humour, 
coturteousness, and anecdote. I am not sure I 
ever met with such a man. He reminded me 
v^elry much bf the late Rev. John Newton, the 
finend of Cowper — so sensible, affectionate, en- 
tertfdning, and venerable. He travelled to the 
Alps every summer for thirty-two years, till the 
French revolution closed the series. He was 
known to our Coxe, who was here in 1776. He 
founded a Bible and Tract Society in Bern in 
179% and is the father of the British and Foreign 
Bible Institution in Bem« He took us over the 
Jiibrary and the Museum this afternpon. The' 
Cathedral stands on the summit of the hill on 
which the town is built, overlooking the Aar; 
on the side next the river a terrace has been 
erected, with inunense buttresses to support 
the wall, which is above one hundred feet high, 
and which a Swiss writer, in the warmth of hi» 
patriotism, hasi^mpared to the waUs of ancient 
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Babylon. The promenade is as deltcipuii as the 
prospecf is magnificent I doubt if Europe can 
match the scene. The female peasantry here 
have a dostiune extremely pecidiar. They have 
ornaments of black lace fixed on the back of the 
hesid by a sort of close cap^ from all sides of 
which an enormously deep black frill sticks up- 
right like sails ; the higher this rises, and the 
more stiffly it rears itself, the more fashionable 
is the dame who wears it. The weather to-day 
has been wet and cold. 

Saturday Morning. — I must preserve a say- 
ing of the great Haller : M. Wittenbach had 
been speaking to him of the difficulty and im- 
portance of finding the middle line, the line of 
true wisdom, amidst the conflicts of mankind. 
The venerable Haller replied, " La ligne de 
milieu i la ligne de sagesse; c'est une ligne mother 
matique qui n'apas de largeur :'" — " The middle 
line, the line of wisdom, is a mathematical line 
which has no breadth.**^ The diet of Switzerland, 
composed of deputies from the twenty-two Can- 
tons, is now sitting. When one recollects the 
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amazingly small weight which this Diet has in 
the affairs of Europe, one cannot but smile to 
aee the members walking in state every morn- 
ing to the Diet in bag-wigs^ cocked-hats, with 
cloaks of rich variegated cloth, each preceded 
by two marshals in black, with swords and their 
hats off. In contrast with all this vapouring it 
is painful to think that the ancient independence 
of the Swiss Diet is supposed to be sinking be- 
fore the influence of the Holy Alliance. It 
has just suspended the liberty of the press fi>r 
a year, and enacted laws for banishing fo- 
reigners. To-day it has suspended its sittings to 
attend a national festival for wrestUng ; a rehc, 
and the only one in Europe, I suppose, of the 
wrestlers in republican Rome. In the Cathe- 
dral-choir are displayed, during their sessions, 
the trophies gained in 1446, over Charles Duke 
of Biu*gundy. The Cathedral is a plain, but 
noble building. 

Sunday Evenings August \Qih. — I have this 
day had the most delightful Sunday since I lefl 
home. The French Protestant service began 
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at ten. The Church was crowded. The mi- 
nister preached a most excellent sermon on 
sanctification as flowing from justification. At 
two o^clock there was a baptism of his chfld ; 
the service was public. A liturgieal office 
was read; godfathers and godmothers named; 
▼ows undertaken; and excellent prayers of- 
fered up* The infant was dressed in whitCi in a 
sort of bag closed at the feet. The water was 
poured by the derk from a silver ewer intd 
the hand of the minister; a sennon admirably 
good was then preached by a second mihister. 
There is no solemn reading of the Scriptures 
in these French Churches, which I think a 
great defect There is also very little public 
confession of fdn, or prayer. All I see abroad 
rais^ my esteem of our English Liturgy. 
After the morning sermon^ a curtain^ which 
separated an entire portion of thci Church 
opposite to the pulpit, was withdrawn, and lo, 
a Popish altar, with two chapels, and a pulpit ! 
For, the established religion being Lutheran, 
the Calvinists and Catholics use the same 
Church. At half^past four, our. fellow-tra- 
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veller t>reached us an excellent sermon in oui^ 
chamber. Thus the day has been refreshing 
to my soul. O, what a tender plant is religion 
in the human heart ! how soon does it wither } 
what constant need of the heavenly dew ! Lord^ 
be thou, by thy grace and Spirit, as the dew unto 
me ; renew, penetrate, soften, fructify, bless ! I 
introduced myself to the two ministers, and 
found them charming persons: they lent me 
the work of the Converted Priest ; the title is^ 
^' The Christian Confession of Faith, of the 
Pastor Henhofer, of Muhlhausen, who, with 
forty families, his former hearers, turned firbm 
the Catholic to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church : Spire, 1828/' Muhlhausen is a village 
belonging to the Baron Gemmingen, two miles 
irom the Baron's chateau at Steinegg. Steinegg 
is situated near Pforzheim, between Carlsrub 
^nd Stutgard, 

Monday Morning. — The weather has now 
become beautiftilly fine, and my friend^ and the 
lads and I, are going off to Thun and Lucerne, 
fov what is called the jQberland Mountain 
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Tour, for about ten or twelve days. We leave 
dear Mrs. W., the child^ and servant here till 
we return : the mountam travelling on mules 
is not suitable to their strength, whilst I am 
assured it will exceedingly contribute to the 
further re-establishment of my own health. 
Farewell; may God preserve us all to his 
heavenly kingdom ! "^ 

I am yours most afiectionately, 

D. W. 

P.S. — I should have told you, that one of 
the most characteristic views of Swiss manners 
I have yet beheld was from the window of our 
inn, the Falcon, on the main street of Bern. 
The market is held there every day. The 
crowds of persons, each in the costume of their 
neighbourhood ; their ^strange appearance and 
language ; the variety of fruit and flowers ex- 
posed to sale; the constant change in the 
groups moving before you ; the strong, healthy, 
robust look of every creature ; the air of inde- 
pendence and freedom in their countenances 
,<^ti:uck us with admiration^ 
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LETTER VIIL 

Lauterbrunnen, (Clear Fountains), in the 
Overland of Bern, Tuesday, August I2th, 
1823, 44? miles Jrom Bern. 

MY DEAR SISTER, 

I AM now sitting at the window of the 
Salle k manger at Lauterbrunnen. On the 
right hand of the view which is before me> 
the celebrated Staubbach, a fall of water of 
eight hundred feet, is descending in foam and 
spray; the perpendicular rocks present no 
jutting shelves to break its fall; it is a soft^ 
gentle, elegant stream, the sport of every wind, 
and as it reaches the earth, lost in vapour. 
Immediately beyond the nearer rocks, which 
rise all around, the Breithorn Alp, with its 
never-melting snows, rears its head ; it seems 
quite close to me, from the brightness of the 
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snow, illuminated with the afternoon sun; but 
it is, in fact, twenty miles off. Next in the 
prospect a mountain appears with a streak or 
two of snow at the top ; and then the Jungfrau 
Alp, which is twelve thousand eight hundred 
and seventy*two feet above the level of the sea, 
lifts its snowy top above the masses whick hide 
my view of the rest of its vast form. In the 
nearer ground are the cottages of the village, 
creeping up the habitable parts of the hills, and 
interspersed with beautifiil meadows and fo- 
liage; whilst the roaring of the Lutschinen 
river, which flows through the valley, alone 
breaks the deep silence which reigns all around, 
and combines with its noble cascades, just 
under my eye on my left hand, to complete 
one of the most beautiful and majestic views 
imaginable. The scenes of Zurich and Basle 
must yield in wild grandeur to this ; for here 
the rudest and most savage mountain-prospect 
is united with the eternal snows of the AIpsj 
and the sweetest picturesque home-scenery. 
You would wonder that I could write thus 
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cheerftiUy, or even write at all, if you knew 
that I haye been twenty miles or more in a 
small country-car this morning, exploring the 
beauties of the valley, of a single point of which, 
as seen from the inn, I am now speaking ; my 
penses are overpowered with wonders« My 
friend, the two boys, and I, left Bern yester- 
day in a hired car, and came on to Thun, 
fifteen miles, where we embarked on the Lake 
of that name, and reached Interlacken at seven* 
The Lake is itself one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty feet above the level of the sea, and 
is surrounded on all sides with mountains and 
hills of the noblest description. We stopped 
in our voyage to ascend to the cavern of SU 
Beat ; a dark cave which is said to go a league 
under the earth. A river gushes through it. 
The popular tradition is, that in the first cen- 
tury, the first Christian Missionary to Helvetia 
finished his days, and was buried here. We 
landed at Neuhaus, hired another car, and 
passed through Unterseen; one of the most 
romantic towns we have seen. We slept at 
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Interlackeiii which lies between the Lakes of 
Thun and Brientz, and affords a view of a pro- 
digious chain of Alps from the Haslerberge to 
the Niessen. It has much fallen off during 
the last four or five years — the inn bad — the 
walks neglected — the whole place a desolation. 
We set off to Lauterbrunnen this morning at 
seven ; and on entering the valley were asto- 
nished at every step, at the marvels before 
us. The Staubbach (dust^stream), when we 
were dose to it, was composed of an immense 
mass of water, though the great height dis- 
{)erses it as it falls. After proceeding in the 
car two leagues, we ascended on foot an enor- 
mous !rock, for an hour and a half, to see the 
cascade of Schiltwaldbach, rushing between 
two mountains with a surprising force. It 
would have amused you to see our faint and 
weary steps toiling up the rock under a bum-* 
ing sun; I was the worst of the party, and 
leant on the arm of the guide. When we 
reached the top, some cold chamois and beef, 
with water from the stream, dashed with eaii 
de c^rise^ served to recruit our strength. We 
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lay along on the grass or roqks, under the 
shade of an over-hanging mountauij for more 
than an hour. On our return^ we ^aw another 
cascade^ not equal in height to the Staubbachi 
but surpassing it in other respects^ An immense 
body of water pours, or rather dashes^ out of 
an aperture, which it seems to have opened in 
the side of a rock; the foam is so great that 
two rainbows are formed by its spray; one 
near the ground, the other at its first rushing 
upon the edge of the aperture, perhaps one 
hundred feet up the rock, *' Ob, Lord, how 
wonderful are thy works ; in wisdom hast thou 
made them all; the earth is full of thy riches." 
As we were coming home, it petrified us with 
horror to hear our guide, who speaks English, 
say to us, " Sirs, do you see that row of firs 
growing on that shelf about eight hundred 
feet from the ground, just below the summit of 
the rock over against us?" — "Yes." — '^Last 
winter, a cottager heard that his goats were on 
that ridge ; be went down after them ; it was in 
January, and snow covered all its surface ; he 
trod on a stone thus covered) but which had 
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ice under the snow ; he slippedj felli and was 
literally dashed to pieces.^' Such are the tre- 
mendous accidents perpetually occurring in 
Switaerland« Oh, to be ever ready for death f 
In the parish of Lauterbrunnen (the sweet 
litde church is just below) there are three 
hamlets, Murron, Grindelwald, and Wengen, 
on the top of the mountain ; they are about 
five thousand feet above the sea, and contain 
thirty houses each, where the cattle are fed 
during the summer. The old people of seventy 
and eighty come regularly to church every 
Sunday, three or four leagues, when the wea^ 
ther allows ; for during nearly six months, the 
whole parish is covered with snow, and tor- 
rents roll down every path. The people are 
Protestants; but there is an air of untidmess 
and dirt about them, arising from their rough 
manner of life. The cottagers gain seven^ 
pence halfpenny a day and their food. A 
fifUrm-house, with all kinds of rooms and offices, 
can be built for about six hundred francs, 
twenty-three pounds; but then it is all of 
wood. The river here is a cascade of snow- 
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water, flowing from the glaciers above ; a thick^ 
dirty, foaming stream. The people eat no 
bread, but live on potatoes, milk, and cheese, 
^ith meat occasionally. These mountains pro- 
duce neither corn nor wine. The hay-harvest 
IS now beginning, August 12th. The inn at 
Lauterbrunnen is extremely good. The land- 
lord was butler to the celebrated Madame de 
StaeL 

Wednesday, August 13th, 1823, Grindel^ 
waldj 5 afternoon, — WiD you believe that we 
have actually crossed one of the fearful Alps 
to-day ? By nine o'clock this morning we had 
travelled three hours, and were seated on th^ 
roof of a chalet (a hut) eating our dinner. 
You may judge of the height we had reached, 
when I say, that for three hours we had 
mounted almost perpendicularly, as fast as our 
horses and mules could carry us; we had, in 
fact, ascended six thousand feet above thc^ 
level of the sea. Before us was the Jqngfrau*^ 
Alp, with only one valley between us; it is> 
as I have said, twelve thousand eight hundred 
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and seyenty-two feet high ; and from the chalet 
it appeared higher to us than it had done at 
Lanterbninnen, because idl intervening objects 
were removedi Our view from the roof of the 
chalet was most magnificent. On our extreme 
right was the SUver-Hom Alp^ with an un* 
varied cap of snow. Before us was the Jung" 
frau or Virgin Alp,, so caUedi because no hu-^ 
man foot has ascended it. On our left was 
theMonck-Alp ; and last, the Eiger^Alp. W& 
could dearly discern the line of perpetual snow ^ 
the crags and shelves; the precipitous sides f 
the glaciers and torrents. As we were eating 
our meat and breadi with milk which the herds- 
man brought us, we suddenly heard a sound like 
distant thunder; — we started — the guide told us 
it was an avalanche, or fall of a body of snow, 
from a ridge of the Jungfrau, to the next pro^ 
jecting cliff below. We turned round, and could 
see nothing ; soon the guide Bade us look towards 
a certain point ; an immense shower of snow was 
fiiffibg; and as it reached the shelf below^tbe 
noise was again like a clap of thunder. — Our 
meal was suspended m ari instant. The fact 

VOL. I. ' K 
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is, the fall was, perhaps, of one thousand fee^ 
the snow an amazing mass, and the naise in- 
creased by the echo ; for we saw, after two or 
three avalanches, the loaded snow on the lower 
shelf begin to flow down like a river into the 
valley beneath. The impression on our minds 
was solemn. These avalanches, when they 
fkll near the public roadd, which is often the 
case, ar^ most destructive and dangerous. But 
it is time for me to tell you, that we rose at 
half-past four this morning, and at six were 
in cavalcade on two horses and two mules, widi 
a guide, and two servants to bring back the 
beasts — all hired over-rnight for the passage of 
the Alps, the guides at six francs a day, tbe 
animals at nine : our bags were tied on b^ind 
us; the guides carried our staves, umbrellas, 
and provisions. My eldest lad went first, then 
my kind fellow-traveller, each on a mule ; my 
younger son and I followed on horses. We 
ascended by a narrow vnnding path, sometimes 
by steps, then across a quag, ihen over a Uttle 
champaign country, but mostly over loosestones. 
After an hour's ride, we had ascencbd tiupe^t 
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tboufulod fowr hundred and fifty feet (Lauter* 
brunnj^n, where ve daft, is two thousand four 
hundred and fifty feet aboye Ae sea), and passed 
a village of about forty houses^ built of wood, 
Of^upied by small proprietors of land, and 
peassmts. After two hours^ fturther ride, we 
reached the chalet, of which I have spoken; 
we were then on the top of the Wengen-AIp, 
A>r every Alp 'has its name. These idiakrts 
ase inhabited for three months and a half oidy 
of the year, by farmers' servants, who finit 
drive up their cattle by the same read me 
came, itnd dien feed them there during the 
susuner, and UMike cheese of the mS&. The 
cihalet» are wretched sheds of beams unout, 
without chimneys, die roof of wood,/fteeured 
by rows of krge rough stones. The peof^e 
live on mi& and dieese; they have an un- 
healthy) looL We staid nearly two hcurs at 
tbe platee to rest *die beasts, as weU as oiar- 
sdives. Soon after- eleven, we began to ^de^ 
scend, when the inconveniences we had found 
in our ascent were nothing compared with 
what we now had to experience. I can onlgr 

k2 
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liken it to the going down the roof of a house, 
with the additional feeling, that bridles were 
useless, and that you must give your animal his 
head. The edge of precipices, rivers, narrow 
bridges of only two beams, stones yielding to 
the foot, gaps of road descending by steps — 
you could not help yourself. The guide told 
you it was nothing; the animals went on at* 
the rate of three miles an hour unconcerned, 
stopping to crop the grass and flowers as they 
passed ; and, after three hours and a half of 
descent, we were landed safely at the valley of 
Grindelwald. This valley is three thousand 
one hundred and fifty feet above the sea — 
about the height, I think, of Snowdon in 
Wales *. As we were coming down to it, we 
observed a wide*spread desolation ; trees torn 
up by the roots and stripped; meadows covered 
with small rock or dust; the road obstructed; 
vast masses of rock between us and the 
nearest Alp, the Wetter-horn: we inquired 



• Mr. Pennant says the height of Snowdon is 35€a 
feet 
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the cause. A dreadful mass had burst off from 
the rock, in the night, last winter, and had 
literally destroyed every thing which it met 
in its course ; happily no lives were lost. No 
words can describe the scenes of this day. 
How great must that God be who formed all 
these wonders, and who sustains them aiU 
'* Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of 
him, and the Son of Man that thou visitest 
him ?*' The inn here is just under the Mettersi- 
berg Alp. The weather yesterday and to-day 
has been the finest pince we left England ; not 
a cloud, and yet pleasant ; twenty parties have 
crossed the Wengen Alp this summer, ladies, 
as well as gentlemen. The snow has fallen, so 
lately as this month, about twenty-three feet 
deep. The people here are Prptestants, and 
each parish has a church. As we ascended 
to Wengen, the women and children came out 
and sung us a hymn very sweetly. I forgot to 
tell you, that two of our beasts were named 
Gabby and Manny; for a long time we sup- 
posed these were the real names ; at last our 
guide rather shocked us by saying, that the 
first was called Gabriel, and the second Im^ 
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manuel ! Our journey to-day was twenty-one 
miles^ in eight hours and a half. We have a 
iaimple luxury here of the most refreshing kind ; 
ice in a basin, which we put into our wine or 
milk^ and which gives a coolness quite sur- 
prising, now that the' thermometer is eighty. 
The ice comes from a neighbouring glacier, 
which we visited this afternoon, tired as we 
were. This is the first glacier we have seen : 
it is a most astonishing thing ; it is an inclined 
pkiin of a league or more, covered with con- 
gealed snow, ice, and water, according as 
the summer dun, the heat of the earth, the 
storms, and the rush of superincumbent mat- 
ter, have been more or less. From this plain, 
the glacier descends down a precipice or ravine, 
filling up the cavity with the same combined 
materials of snow, ice, and water, till it reaches 
the valley of Grindelwald, whence we saw it. 
It appeared to us an enormous rock of cleft 
masses of ice, perhaps one hundred feet above 
the earth, with caverns worn by the water at 
the bottom. From these cavenis the snow- 
rivers rush from which the Rhine, Rhone, &c. 
are supplied. ^ 
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Thursday Evenings August 14/A, Valky cf 
Mtj^ringen.^'We have had a eompletely wet 
morning ; four hours' ride over the same sort of 
imaccountable road aa yesterday, with the grfr. 
tifying aeeompaniments of being soaked with 
rain^ and of having the beauties of the journey 
^tirely obscured from our view by clouds. 
The day promised to be pretty fine when we 
started at six this morning, and continued with- 
out rain as we ascended the Sheideck-AIp (six 
thousand and forty-five feet above the level of 
the sea) ; but when we came to the brow and 
began to descend, the rain fell, and we saw 
thie immense valley below, brim-full of clouds, 
which were meeting us full in the face. We 
had three umbrellas, which, on horseback, 
with a pelting rain, were not of much use ; our 
great coats were, however, of essential service. 
We rested about an hour at a wretched hut, 
dnly better than a chalet. Our eau de vie de 
Cognac was of real service to us in this emer- 
gency, as well as the hot milk we obtained here. 
We mounted again in woful plight, for three 
hours more of rain, fog, clouds, swollen rivers, &c 
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till we approached Meyringen ; when our guide, 
without saying a word, directed us across a 
meadow, as coolly as if nothing had happened, 
to visit some cascades! They were grand 
enough ; but my sad state of wet and fatigue 
deprived me of all pleasure in the sight. The 
fact, I imderstand, is, that the Reichen^bach, 
rolling with a fine stream, pours into the valley 
of Meyringen by no less than five cascades of 
eighty or one hundred feet each, and then 
joins the Aar, which flows through Meyringen. 
I must tell you, disconsolate as I am, that soon 
after we left Grindelwald we came to the second 
or upper glacier ; for there are two at this place. 
We alighted ^nd .went on the enormous flakes 
of ice ; the water was dropping all around ; and 
when we came off them we could see the bol* 
lows which the water had scooped out under-t 
neath,... As we went on our way, we had a still 
better view of these mountains of ice from, 
above. These glaciers are the most remark-t 
able things we have seen; the upper one has 
advanced two thousand feet, or invaded the 
land two thousand feet, in the last twenty 
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years. Glaciers, says M. Ebel, are, in the 
first instance, vast beds of ice formed above 
the limits of perpetual snow, and which are 
sometimes enclosed in the valleys of the high 
mountains, and there held immovably; and 
sometimes, when they are not held there, de- 
scend by the sides of the valleys. This motion 
is produced, in part, by the weight of the ice, 
which draws it on when it loses its equilibrium ; 
but chiefly, by the melting and diminution of 
the ice beneath, and on the sides, where the 
glacier (or body of ice) touches the earth or 
rocks. The glacier, thus losing its cefatre of 
gravity, bursts asunder with a dreadftil noise, 
and glides down the declivity till it finds a new 
support*. 

Meyringmy Friday ^ Atigust 15. — This morn- 
ing, instead of the guide calling us at four, he 
came into our rooms at half-past seven. Ten 
hours^ sleep was by no means disagreeable ; the 
clouds and the heavy rain had gained us this 

* See Manuel du Voyageur en Suisse, p. Uf. 
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repose. After breakfast, the day clearing up 
a little, we hired a car, and drove nine miles, 
to the Lake of Brientz. The valley of Mey- 
ringen, through which we passed, is esteemed 
one of the most beautiful of all the Swiss 
valleys; the rocks on each side are so lofty, 
the intervening vale so lovely (about one or 
two miles broad), the outline so variegated; 
but the special beauty is the number of cas« 
cades descending the sides of the rocks, and 
divided into separate fiills. At one time, we 
had four or five cascades, falling one or two 
hundred feet, in view at the same time^ The 
viHage of Brientz is romantically situated on 
the lake, with one thousand five hundred in* 
habitants; two good inns, and a third unfinished. 
In fact, the visitors to Switzerland, since the 
peace, are multiplying, and improving Ae inns 
everywhere. We took a boat to cross the lake^ 
and visit the fall of the Giessbaoh, about two 
miles. We were rowed by an old woman near 
seventy, her daughter, and her litde grand^ 
daughter, about eight or ten years old; one 
man steering* The Giessbach Is one of the 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



HUMBLE PIETY. 155 

finest waterfalls we have seen; it has ten sepa- 
rate descents, the beauty of which is height- 
ened by scenery the. most varied and romantic. 
At two or three points of view, we had the im- 
petuous torr^ats on our left, relieved by a fore- 
ground of the most picturesque foliage, and 
contrlisted with the soft tranquillity of the lake 
on our right ; while the head of thS fall was 
concealed by lofty firs. As we returned, the 
owner of the adjoining land, with his children, 
entertained us with some delightful music. A 
New Testament was in the room. It is, in- 
deed, most pleasing to find, throughout this 
country. Bibles and books of devotion : I saw 
in a miserable chalet on the mountain, yester- 
day, Amdf s excellent work on True Chri- 
stianity. Yes, all places are alike to the God 
and Father of all ; and some of these simple 
peasants, perhaps, who know nothing but their 
Bibles and their mountains, may be happier 
than most of the inhabitants of Paris or London. 
Christianity is an universal blessing for mined 
man. 
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ScUurdajf, August 16, tJtree o'clock Afternoon. 
—-We are just arrived on the wildest of all the 
Swiss mountains^ the Grimsel^ six thousand 
feet above the sea; twenty-four miles from 
Meyringen. We are at a lone housd^ called the 
Hospice^ and the only one for ten more long 
mountainous leagues. The danger of not 
meeting beds was, therefore, so alarming, that 
we sent on a courier this morning at three 
o^clock to engage rooms. The man had gone 
the eight leagues on foot, and had returned 
above three of them when we met him, at one 
o'clock ; that is, he had run, or walked, thirty- 
three miles in eight hours, over a road, which 
if you had seen, you would have thought that 
none but goats could pass. We have been 
nine hours and a quarter going, on horses and 
mules, the twenty-four miles. Nothing more 
surprises me than the inexhaustible variety 
of grand outline and beautiful scenery in this 
wonderful Switzerland. I am altogether inca- 
pable of describing it. We have been, to- 
day, through a country quite as deserving to 
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be seen as any thing we have already visited, 
and yet utterly different. The character of 
the valley of the Aar is wild and savage gran* 
deur; desolation upon desolation; a road, or 
rather crag, which all the sagacity of our mules 
could scarcely overcome ^ sometimes, rude stone 
steps ; then, the smooth slippery back of a rock ; 
then, loose pebbles; then, quagmire; then, 
enormous sharp stones, from which the winter 
torrents had worn away all the earth, and left 
only holes for the beasts to tread in ; still upon 
this road, the mules passed with perfect safety. 
By the by, I found that our mules had been 
this road thirty or forty times already, and this 
encouraged me to set off; and most amply have 
w^ been rewarded. The fall of the Aar, called 
The Handeck, is magnificent indeed. The 
body of water is immense, another river uniting 
with it at the fall ; and the peculiarity is, that 
a scooped rock, or rather a narrow basin, or 
jchasm of rocks, opens an abyss of two hundred 
feet to receive the torrent. To look down it 
inade me quite giddy. We are now so high, 
ithat it is excessively cold, though the sun 
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shines^ and we left Meyringen at a tbenno^ 
meter about seventy. We bad, indeed, passed 
over ground as higb both on Wednesday and 
Thursday ; but this is the first time we have 
stopt at such an elevation. Our fiiendhas not 
accompanied us, as he passed the Grimsel four 
years ago, and ]\e wished to improve the time> 
by visiting some, places new to him. My dear 
boys and I, with two mules, a horse, and guide, 
and a servant who teixds the mules, are now 
the whole party. We have written twice to 
Bern, during the week, where the rest of my 
fiimily remain during our mountain tour, 
which is technically called th^ Oberland or 
Highland Bemois tour; because it includes 
the loftiest part of Switzerland. I must, be- 
fore I finish to-day, translate a Latin note in 
the stranger's book: " We were first overcome 
by heat and fatigue ; then, by rain, wind, cold, 
and the badness of the roads : we came here 
without having seen what we. travelled on pur« 
pose to see; and all hope of better weather 
being lost, we departed, imprecating every 
thing evil agmnst mount Grimsel.^ Such is the 
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angry record of two gentlemen^ one from Peters- 
burgfay the other from Leipsic. 

Sunday^ August 17.-^This is my ninth Sum- 
day, and we are in a situation die most desokte 
and gloomy, as to ontward things,^ po8siUe*-»in 
a lone house, twelve mocmtain miles from any 
church— «not a creature that underirtandsiJSn* 
glish, and only one who ttnderstEuids (French ; 
Still, if God is with us, it is enough* We ha;ve 
had our morning service, in a quiet tranquil 
room, with a good fire (for it is just like a keen 
December day) ; using as many of the Churdi 
prayers as I could rememb^ — &r we hare only 
a Bible with us — ^then reading some Psahns 
and Lessons, and closing with a sermbn, or 
rather exposition. We then went to take a 
little turn to warm our feet; and now myide^ur 
sons are writkig 4^hr thoughts on a sufajedt 
which I have given them, till our afternoon 
serifioe, I cannot 'do better thwi fpUow4;beir 
example^ The firdt refleotion that occuiS' to 
me, whSst meditatiiig in this solitude,^ is 4;be 
greatness and goodness of that God who up-» 
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holds and governs all this wild and stupendous 
scene around us — ^that God who " sits on the 
circle of the heavens," and before whom " the 
mountains are as nothing.^ But all this glory 
of G^d in nature is accompanied with marks of 
his wrath ; the effects of the convulsions of the 
deluge are everywhere visible— the fountains 
of the great deep have been broken up, the 
mountains have been rent asunder, the earth 
has been shaken out of its place* How good, 
then, is God, who still spares a wicked 
and ungrateful world ; nay, farther, how good 
is God, who has given his only begotten 
Son, to save this lost world, and provide an 
atonement for our sins ! And how easily could 
God destroy in a moment the earth which he 
has formed I May the works of nature ever lead 
oip our souls to G^ in Jesus Christ our Lord! 
The next thought that strikes my mind, is the 
many particular mercies which have accom<^ 
panied my family and me on this journey* 
£very thing has turned out for our good^ the 
weather has cooled the season, and made our 
travelling safe dud agreeable; delays have 
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proved benefits. Ever since we set off we 
have had blessing upon blessing.-^In the next 
place^ how unspea.kable is the comfort of prayer ! 
Wherever I am, my family can pray for me, 
and I can pray for my &mily. The throne of 
grace is accessible at all times, and in all places. 
My dear Mrs. W. and child now at Bern, my 
affectionate mother and family at London> my 
large and beloved flock at St. John^s, ate united 
to me by the bond of prayer ; all may confer 
benefits and receive them, by intercession to 
that God who has all things in his hands.^^ 
Again, let me reflect on the duty of contentment 
•and gratitude; I see nothing abroad, but what 
makes me more thankful for the lot Protidence 
has appointed me at home. Switzerlaiid is^ 
beautiful to visit in a sununer tour ( but Eng- 
land is the happier land in all respects, if she 
knew her privileges. Consider the family in 
this inn. In July last, the snow was twenty^ 
three feet deep behind the house. For nine 
months in the year, the family are Compelled 
to leave it to a man and two dogs, and go down 
to the plain of Meyringen ; and when, they 
VOL. I. h 
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are here in the summer^ they have twenty- 
four miles of steep mountain road, whenever 
they go to church.— -Once more» let me re- 
mark on the ]place where I am vrriting. It is 
caUed an Hospice or Spital. It was enlarged 
last year with eleven new rooms ]i)y the Govern- 
ment of Bern; and the innkeeper is ohUged 
to entertain strangers, to receive the poor 
gratis, and keep the house open all the winter, 
for fear any travellers should be passing. Q, 
that true Hospice and refuge, which our Saviour 
haasetup in the Gospel, for the wandering trar 
veller ! May we ever flee to (his sure haUta- 
tion i The names of the persons who enlarged 
this house are painted, in great characters, on 
the wall of the dining-room ; how much more 
should the Saviour's name be engraven on 
our hearts? — Further, let me consider the 
charity with which we shopld hope the best 
of these simple people. The poor cottagers 
come from Murren six leagues, six thousand 
feet of descent and ascent, to Lauterbrunnen 
church, even when seventy or eighty years old. 
Many of the houses have not only the names 
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of t&e builder, but texU of Scripture, written 
on the outside. In a smaU inn at Guttaneo^ 
lour leagues off, where we stopped yesterday, 
I feund inscriptions on each side of the door 
of the chamber ; one of which was to this ^fect^ 
^ On 6od*s grace and good blessing, all num's 
success depends; and mdiout his help and 
mercy, all man^s doings are vain."^ I find in 
this inn, the Grimse^ a very exoeQent book <^ 
prayers, and a pious French tract ; given, pro- 
bably, by the Bade Tract Society. There ase 
a man and his wife and seven children here, 
and six servants. I have been talking to the 
only daughter who understands French, and 
have given her a Testament; she was very at* 
tentive to what I said, and asked me if I knew 
Dr. Steinkopff, whom she saw some years ago. 
Thus charity may lead us to hope, that Grod our 
Saviour has many, many true disciples, in these 
wild deserts. — Lastly, I cannot but reflect on the 
unspeakable importance of Englishmen acting 
consistently as Christians, when abroad. We met 
last night here, at supper (at five), an Italian noble- 
man, a Florentine, and two English gentlemen of 

l2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



164 ENGLISHMEN. 

family; to-day, though it is Sunday, all have 
gone on their journey except us. Now if every 
Englishman would keep holy the Sabbath, and 
show what the Protestant rciligion is, in his 
conduct, unnumbered blessings might follow. 
It is impossible indeed to foresee what good 
might be done by the ten or fifteen thousand 
British travellers who are scattered over Eu- 
rope, if they aeted an open, kind, consistent, re* 
ligious part, as they ought; but if they are 
ashamed of their principles, and conform, one 
in one thing, and another in another, to the 
wrong practices of the Continent^ they share in 
its guilt, and, indeed, are answerable for all the 
evil they might have prevented, or remedied, 
by the manly discharge of their duty as servants 
of Christ. 

I am yours most affectionately. 
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Hospenthai (Place f&r the Reception of 
Strangers and Travellers J, at the Poot of 
Mount St. Gothard, in the Canton of 
Uri, Monday y Aug, 18, 1823. 

We set off, my dear sister, this morn- 
ing from the hospice of the Grimsel at a quarter 
before ^ix: the morning was dull, but without 
rain for some time. As we ascended the re- 
maining part of the Grimsel Alp, we saw a 
thick white cloud completely filling the valley 
behind us, and rising gradually up the moun- 
tain. We had near three thousand feet to 
ascend before we reached the summit, by a 
' road far wor^e than, any we had yet passed. We 
had .continually to cross masses of snow, quag- 
mires, and torrents without bridges. We had 
stones in the manner of stairs on Saturday, 
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but to-day we had stones in the manner of 
falls and pits, so that when the mules stepped 
down, it was with a plunge :' we had, also, many 
slippery backs of rocks. You may judge of 
the sort of difficulties by this circumstance, 
that as soon as we began to descend we were 
obliged to alight, and walk down the whole of 
this frightful Alp. Immediately in the valley 
between the Grimsel and the Furca Alps is 
the glacier of the Rhone, which has its source 
here. This glacier far surpasses in extent and 
grandeur those at Grrindelwald,— it is as if an 
i^lmense sea, when rushing down the valley, 
had been suddenly turned into ice, with all its 
agitations. I conjecture, from my eye, that it 
may be about eight hundred or one thousand 
feet wide, four thousand long, and five or six 
liundred deep. Imagine yourself only at the 
&ot of such a sea of broken ice, from beneath 
which twenty or more turbid snow-streams are 
bursting out, which form the Rhone. As soon 
as we had crossed the valley, through which 
the Rhone passes, we began to ascend the 
Furca Alp, eight thousand eight hundred and 
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eighty feet above the level of the sea» axkdi two 
thousand eight hundred and eighty above the 
hospice where we had slept. As we mounted 
up, another glacier appeared on our right 
The rain now began to &ll,'and the cold was 
yet more intense than on the Grimsel ; I could 
not feel my fingers when holding the umbrella. 
Thus we lost the noble view of the distant 
Alps, which in fine weather is incomparably 
grand. As soon as we had reached the top, 
we were obliged to alight and descend, not 
a mountain of earth, but an^ immense mountain 
of snow, over which we slid and walked aa- 
well as we could. I can quite understand now, 
why the snow is perpetual on the higher Alps : 
we were almost frozen at eight thousand feet; 
what, then, must be the temperature at twelve 
or thirteen thousand feet? After a journey of 
five hours and a half (four of which were in 
the rain), we reached the first inhabited house, 
the hospice at Realp. When we came to the 
door, I was surprised to see the guide ring the 
beU, and then humbly take off his hat, when the 
door opened ; and much more to see a venera- 
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ble Capuchin fnar come out with a long beard^ 
a brown garment of the coarsest cloth^ reaching 
to his feet, with a large hood hanging behind, 
and girded round his waist with a thick common 
cord ; whilst a deep frill of coarse linen fell a 
good way down his breast. He «ame gravely 
up to us. He could not speak French ; but 
his look was benignant, and he showed us 
into his room with much courtesy, brought us 
a bottle of a light sweet Italian wine, spread a 
oloth for us, and then retired, whilst we ate 
Ihe provisions we had brought with us« As 
we were dripping wet, we begged to have the 
wine made hot : it was done in the most com* 
fortable manner possible. We bad time during 
dinner to look round the room — furniture old, 
but convenient— figures of our Saviour-^a 
printed list, several feet long, of the abbots 
of his order— holy water — a stove — and in a 
very small cupboard his library and bed. I 
tried to make the fViar understand me in Latin, 
but without success. We paid for our enter* 
tainment, and gave something for the poor. 
}/IY maps and books are at Bern ; but I saw 
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in an old dirty map hanging on the wall, that 
Realp is 4Sp St N. lat. and 25» 82^ E. long, 
from the Ferro Isles. We set off agidn ahout 
twelve, and came on here, two leagues, making 
twenty-four miles, whicb^ with the Alps and 
the rain, made a formidable day's journey. 
We are now at a comfortable inn at the small 
catholic village of Hospenlihal, in the Canton of 
Uri, four thousand five hundred and forty-nine 
feet above the sea (therefore, cold enough, I , 
assure you), with thirty-four houses, a churchy 
and chapel. At the top of the village stands a 
half-ruined castle, which once belonged to the 
lords of the hospital, or hospice ; for all the 
villages on these Alps seemed to have been 
designed as refiiges for travellers. Through 
the village flqws the arm of the Reuss river, 
which springs from the Furca glacier. The 
village is on the road for Mount St. Gothard. 
The weather has been unfavouraA>le to-day, 
but we have had no fogs to obscure materially 
our view, either of the glaciers, or of the wild, 
rude mountain scenery through which we have 
passed; only we lost the view of the distant 
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Alps. We have now overcome one of the 
grand difficulties of the Swiss tourist, the pass- 
age of the Grimsel and the Furca. The 
boy who went with my college friend to Stanz 
returned to us last night, saying that he was 
weary of the passage of the mountains, and 
had sent off the horse and boy, determined to 
make his way to Lucern by cars or by the 
Lake. In thes^ mountiunous places the weathes 
is commonly bad. Hospenthal is the highest 
pubUc inhabited village in Switzerland; and 
the innkeeper^s brief description, of the weather 
is, that they have frost and snow for nine 
months in the year, and rain for the remaining 
three. There are no trees in this valley, not 
even the hardy fir; all is one wild surface, 
without foliage. Every stick of wood for do- 
mestic use is brought up some leagues froii; 
Amstag. The cows and goats feed on the grass, 
which just now looks aUttle pleasant ; but evep 
these animals have a wild, rough appearance, 
especially the cows. The poor inhabitants of 
this, and other villages around, suffered ex- 
tremely during the war. The Austrians and 
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French fought in the vfery streets of Hoepen* 
thai: our mnkeeper teUs me the scenes were 
dreadfiil beyond description. The Lakes here 
are too cold for fish. 

Hospenthaly Tuesday Mornings Seven</Cloek. 
— For so long the weajiiher has allowed us to 
rest. We have had mi excellent night: we 
were in bed about half past eight These din* 
n^s at eleTen, and suppers at five, suit us. I 
never was better in my life. The break£ut is 
now coming in^ and the weather haa suddenly 
cleared up; so that the sun is mounting over 
the Alps before our window, and is throwing 
this romantic village into a beautiful picture of 
light and shade — ^and hurries us off for our 
day'g journey. 

AmHagy One o'Clock^ VaUey of the Reuse, 
Sixteen miles Jrom Hospenthai. — ^I am now sit- 
tings feint with heat, at one of the windows of 
the dining hall of the inn, with a burning sun 
full on the four open windows of the room;-** 
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such is the effect of a descent of two or three 
thousand feet in this marvellous country — ^yes- 
terday as cold as Christmas, to-day as hot as 
Midsummer. But this is nothing; I must em- 
ploy half an hour while dinner is preparing, in 
^ving you some idea, if I can, of die extra- 
ordinary valley through which we have been 
passing. It is certainly one of the wonders of 
Switzeiiand. We rode about two nules, on leav- 
ing the Hospenthal, in the wide opeu valley, 
without a tree, the Reuss rolling along its 
course; when we came to a mighty rock which 
seemed quite to stop the road. As we ap- 
proached we found a tunnel or gallery had 
been bored through the solid granite, fifteen 
feet high, twelve broad, and two hundred and 
twenty long. This is better than the bridge 
hung with chains, and dangling on the outside 
of the rock over the torrent, which was the 
old road. We now descended by a narrow 
paved way, ten feet wide, to what is called the 
Devil's Bridge, thrown over the Fall of th^ 
Reuss, which here meets with tremendous rocks, 
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ahd foams as it rushes down them. The bridge 
seems built in the air, from its elevation and 
boldness; it is one hundred feet above the 
river. The architect is not known; and the ex- 
treme frightfulness of &e precipice over which 
it is thrown has probably led the common 
people to ascribe it to fairies firsts and then to 
the evil spirit. The road continues to descend 
the valley like stairs for steepness^ being buUt 
against the perpendicular rock, and sustained 
in many places by arches and walls on the 
side of frightful gulfs ; for a league this mi- 
raculous sort of tract extends. During all 
this time the roaring Reuss continues to roll 
its agitated torrent. I think this is the most 
romantic of all the Swiss rivers. It never 
ceases its rage. From rock to rock^ from pre- 
cipice to precipice, it dashes forward with a 
succession of falls; sometimes lost among the 
rocks, then reappearing in redoubled foi^. 
We soon came to Grochinen, where a new 
road, passable for carriages, begins, and goes 
on nearly four leagues to Amstag, the place 
where I am now writing. - It is a surprising 
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undertaking for a small Swiss Canton (Uri), to 
have formed a road^ twenty-five feet wide, by 
the labour of several thousand hands^ in three 
years: I know nothing in England Uke it 
for hardy and dangerous enterprise. It is as 
smooth as our Bath ro^ ; and has been formed 
by blowing up rocks, dividii^ places dangerous 
to travellers, throwing bridges over the torrents 
(there are seven or eight), still keeping the in- 
clination so gentle, that it descends only about 
seven feet in one hundred. Conceive our da- 
light in witnessdng this bold undertaking, espe- 
cially when you consider that the valley itsdf 
is one of the most picturesque we have yet 
seen ; noble mountains ; the river winding, now 
its firightfid, and then its gende, course ; ravines 
intersecting the valley, and carrying down the 
smaller torrents; meadows and orchards de- 
lighting the eye as we descended lower; a 
forest of firs varying the scenery for a nnle or 
more ; villages with their little chapels appear- 
ing now and then: the whole augmented by 
one of the finest days nature ever presented to 
man, with a gentle north wind to moderate the 
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heat I was grieved to see that in many placeis 
the new. road was aheady injured by the tor- 
rents and fidling masses of rocks, so that a con- 
• stant expense will be incurred — but dinner is 
on table. 

I resume my letter at AUorfj the capital 
of the Canton qfUri^ half-fo^t aeven^ Tuesday 
Evenings after a ride of three hours and a 
half. I was speaking of the expense and labour 
which this new road wOl require, and which, 
heighten the merit of the enterprise. I should . 
add that it very much saves passengers 
from the danger of the avalanches from the 
moimtainS) which were often destructive. Such 
was the terror of them that formerly travellers 
were not allowed to speak in certain parts 
of the road, lest even that sUght agitation 
of the air should occasion a &11 of snow *• It 
further faciUtates the immense traffic carried 



* I am fiorry to see from the Swiss Journals that the de- 
vastation occasioned by the avalanches this winter has 
been particularly great. The valleys of Naoli, Gadmen^ 
and Guttanen are stated to have suffered severely. 
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on between Lucern, Mibn, and Northern 
Italy. We met a drove of noble oxen, and 
many teams of mules laden with casks. Milan 
is twelve or thirteen days* journey from Hos-- 
penthal. The people in these villages seem 
to me untidy and poor. The meadows are rich ; 
and they use a wooden frame for drying hay, 
which rwies the grass above the ground, and 
makes it in a single fine day. In coming on. to 
Altorf, we stopped at Burglem to visit a chapel 
built on the spot where WilHam Tell was bom 
in the fourteenth century. Altorf is a small 
catholic town of one thousand six hundred 
souls. It abounds with monuments of WiiUam 
Tell ; whose history is connected with all the 
liberty of Switsserland. The tower is for W. 
Tell; the fountains are for him. We met on 
our way to-day many peasants laden with wood 
for the Valley of Ursem (where Hospentbal 
is), as no trees grow there, and all their wood 
(coals are unknown) is brought up three leagues. 
On our road, also, we met our friend and com- 
panion, who after spending his Sunday at Stanz, 
came to Altorf last night, and was going to 
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visit the Vale of the Reuss : we are now at the 
same hotel. He reports that he remained at 
Stantz on Saturday, not because he was weary 
of the mountain road, but because his. horse 
and boy were equally bad, so bad that he de- 
spaired of reaching Lucem by their means. 
He thinks the new road which I have so much 
commended takes off in some places from the 
picturesque beauty of the scenery. 

SzentZf the capital of ilte Canton of that name, 
andjrom which the whole qf the cowntry is 
caJkdy Wednesday, quarter before ten. — We set 
off this morning a quarter before six, and saw 
the melancholy effect o£ the fire at Altorf in 
1799, in the ruined houses yet unrepaired. 
We came to Fluellen in an hour, and there em- 
barked on the lake of Lucem for Brunnen. 
The passage of two hours was exquisite, from 
the noble and grand character of the scenery 
of the Lake. We stopped a moment at the 
spot where W. Tell escaped from the boat 
when they were leading him to prison, . and 
where a chapel is now built. W^ Tell. died in* 
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1856. The confederation oath was taken 1st 
January y 1308. We landed at Brunnen at nine, 
and came on here. The lake we have crossed 
is perhaps the finest in Switzerland — eight 
leagues long, four and a half wide, bordering 
on the four forest Cantons — Switz, Uii, Un- 
derwald, and Lu£:em; Between Brunnen aiid 
Switz we passed the bridge, covered as usual, 
of Ibach, where the battle took place between 
Suwarrow and Massena in 1799. 

. Twelve o'clock. — I never dined better in my; 
Hfe at eleven o'clock than I have here : we are 
now going to ascend Mount Righi. This town 
of 3witz is in a garden of natural beauties. 
The vast rocks behind it are like giant sen- 
tinels to guard it. 

Wednesday Evenings top of Mount Rigki. — 
I must write a line to you to-night^ though in 
a salle-eUmanger^ crowded with Frenchi Ger<- 
man, Swiss, English, idl ttdking together, in a 
hotel oa the summit of the Righi,* six tHousaiid 
Que hundred and fi%^ix feet above the ^a^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MOUNT RIGHI. 179 

and four thottsafid five bondred thofft Swite« 
The peculiarity of this mountaiii is not marely 
itd great heigbty but its intalated sitaatioti) and 
the ateep point in which it teiminatea, which 
gives it, when the Weather is clear^ one of th« 
noblest and most extensive views in the world t 
die consequence is, that every Swiss traveller 
ascends it. It is not the road to any town^ as 
the other Alps I have crossed are^ but is merdy 
a beautifiil spot^ which fashion has for some 
years b^en bringing into celebrity* The unm 
ntent a fine day appeant, all the world hnariy 
ttp to the only inn and only house on the en* 
ixeme summit of this vast elevation, and the 
scene at the table-4'h6te is comic beyond d^ 
scription. We were between five and six 
hours ascending the -mountain, in many parts 
by stah^s^ at a rate of forty fe^t of ascent in 
one hundred. The heat added to the fiitigud) 
but the extraordinary scene, now we are at the 
top, surpasses att my conceptions, even of what 
Switaerland codd produce. The eye has an 
unimpedi^d view all around. It is a sort of 
natural panorama* The main disadvantage 
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(which yet adds, perhaps, to the interest of the 
excursion) is the sort of uncertainty of finding 
a bright unclouded sky at this great elevation : 
either the valleys or the tops of the mountains 
are commonly obscured with a black, dark 
mantle of clouds. As we were at supper, we 
were, hurried but to ascend a wooden scaffold 
forty or fifty feet high, and behold a gathering 
storm. We were astonished at the sublime 
sight One quarter of the horizon was illumi- 
nated with the setting sun in the softest beauty, 
whilst in another quarter the most gloomy storm 
shrouded with all its horrors the tops of the 
adjoining mountains, and was approaching the 
Righi — ^but I must absolutely stop. 

Rights Ave dctocJc^ Thursday Mornrng,-^^ 
I was compelled to break off last night by 
the excessive noise in the dining hall : I had 
half a dozen people talking to me— and 
therefore retired to rest. My friend and I 
were crowded into a small room, the feet of 
our beds touching each other \ presently the 
house became more noisy than ever with the 
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company going to their chambers (for these 
wooden houses shake at every step)^ and soon 
the storm, which was lowering in the evening, 
began to fall — ^the lightning, thunder, and rain 
were tremendous ; I really thought the house 
would have fallen. ^ It is now five in the 
morning, and the rain and the brouiUard com- 
pletely obscure the whole scene. Nevertheless 
all the house is in motion, and families are 
going down the hill. Fifty-one persons slept 
here last night (twenty-four gentry; twenty- 
seven servants and guides): in the course of 
yesterday there had been fifty-two gentry* 
The house is very small. I find a New Testa- 
ment of the Bible Society in this Catholic 
solitude, with an inscription to state that it 
was left by Messrs. Treuttel and .Wurtz, " for 
the use of Christians whom the bad weather 
might prevent from seeing and admiring the 
great work of the creation, and adoring the 
Creator, by mounting towards him by the help 
of his works." In the stranger's book are the 
names of his present majesty, George IV., and 
the Emperor of Russia. My cousin H. W.'s 
name appears last September. When the wea- 
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Ihcar is fine^ feufteen Isbbefl axe visible Ism^, md 
Ibe Sim rising upon the range of the Alfw is 
BEMgnificent They may be traced fron the 
Glamish cm ihe east, to the Obeiilaiid Besnms 
im the south-west; whilst ob the. ncurth youar 
eye may range from the lake of Constance to 
4iiat of Neufch&teL The only hill we could 
see last night was Mount Pilate, which is called 
pvoperly Mons Pileatus^ or Mountain with a 
ca]H because a cloud generally rests on its ex- 
treme top, even in the finest weather. The 
common pe<^Ie say, that Pontius Pik^ came 
here and threw himself down the precipice in 
despair, for having condemned our Saviour. 
As the morning is so imfavourable, and* break- 
fest is not ready, I must tell you a sad story ^ — As 
we ascended the Righi yest^day we passed 
over the melancholy ruins of the village of 
Goldau, In 1806 an immense mass of earth 
from the Rbssberg, gradually loosened by the 
rain and frost, fell down with scarcely a mo- 
ment's warning,-— it was the ^d of Septembers- 
four villages, of which Goldau was the chief, 
fay at the foot of the mountain, AH was buried 
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in an iuBtanl-^two churehes, one hundreii and 
eleven houses, two hundred barns, &c. and four 
hundred persons, with three hundred and twenty** 
five head of cattle, were overwhehnedf and a new 
mountain one hundred and fifty feet high was 
formed by the vast mass. It is astonishing and 
terrifiic as you ride over the place ; the ruins 
are above one hundred feet deep ; the adjoining 
Lake of Lowertz was filled up for fifty feet 
Only a few bodies and mangled limbs have been 
dug up after seventeen years. Such was the 
tremendous impetus of the falling rock, ^at 
prodigious masses were carried by the rebound 
many hundred feet up the opposite hill, i. e. 
perhaps three or four leagues from the summit 
whence they fell. Such a scene I never wit- 
nessed. Two or three new houses are beginning 
to rise on the. spot; one of the churches has 
been rebuilt ; the grass is now hiding by de- 
grees the frightful spectacle, and even some 
strips of meadows are growing here and thete. 
O God, how unfiftthomable are thy judgments ! 
thus is It that thou alaroiest a sleeping world, 
and callest man to prepare for sudden death 
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and sudden judgment ; wkibt the graoe of thy 
Gospel sets before them a dying Saviour^ whose 
redemption no fidfing rocks nor sudden destruc- 
tion can overwhelm; nay, which will iqpp^r 
most glorious '^ when the heaTens.being on fy^ 
shall be dissolved^ and the earth shall melt w^th 
fervent heat r ,. 

. Rig^h ten o'dock. — ^The morning is actuttlly 
clearing up. 

Ekven oclock^^t^o: all our hopes are dis- 
appointed ^ the valley is filled with clouds: 
fogs are rising and covering every thing with 
one mantle, of deep and impenetrable obscuiity. 
Thus we are compelled to leave this queen ! of 
mountains* I may as well tell you, before I 
shut up my letter, that in coming up yesterday, 
we visited the convent of St Mary in tfa^.snow^ 
four thousand two hundred feet above the sea. 
Habere a small convent of Capuchin friars^-for 
receiving strangers, is supported. The little 
church adjoining is curiously adorned ; andJn 
the small village two inns have been built within 
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three years. In the stranger^s book on Mount 
Righi, I find so many fictions^ that I have now 
no difficulty in accounting for the insertion of 
the name of the king ; but I have called in all 
the people of the house and examined them, 
and they stoutly affirm that our King was here, 
and wrote with his own hand his name and date, 
October, I8I69 and that he came with three 
ladies and four gendemen in his suite. Such is 
the vanity of these good people* ! 

Bight f twehe o'clock. — IVe are in as misera- 
ble a plight as ever poor creatures were: a 
dreadfiil wet day — shut up in a close room, as 
in a prison — scarcely able to breathe — five or 
six leagues to reach Lucem — no prospect-^ 
nothiiig but rain and fog. Some of the party 
are endeavouring to throw a ring suspended by 
a cord from the ceiling, upon a hook fixed at 
a suitable distance in the wall of the room^- 
A triut of genuine ennui. 

« See note si the end of tbu Loiter. 
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Lucem^ Friday Maniing^ sewn (/dock. — We 
mrrived here last night; tbe weather a Uttle 
cleared up after dumer yesterday at the Righi, 
and at two we mounted our beasts to descend ; 
three hours brought us to Kuesnacht^ a town 
on the Lake of Lucem ; and. three hours more 
to this town«>'. The weather was rainy, but still 
tolerable. The views of the surrounding coun- 
try, as we came down, were lovely: we had 
the Lakes of Lucem and Zug f^ll before 
us. The road from Kuesnacht was positively 
•through a garden,.!^ the side of the. Lake, 
.with, just those gentle rises, which gave us the 
sn^eetest views imaginable. We have now 
finished our Oberland tour of two. hundred 
and forty-nine miles ; only it happens that we 
are landed at. a town nearly seventy miles from 
Bem^ and have thus two days' journey to 
reach my dear family. We visited yesterday 
a third chapel of W. Tell, built by the govern- 
ment, on the spot where he slew Gessler, the 
Austrian bailiff. So that there is a tower at 
Altorf, near the village of his birth; a fountain* 
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on the place wheire he stood to shoot the apple 
on his child^s head; another fountain where 
the child stood; a chapel on the site of his 
house at Burglem ; a second where he escaped 
&om the boat conducting him to prison ; and a 
tlttrd where he slew the oppressor of his coun- 
(iry . Thus is ^e love of Kberty nourished in the 
breasts of this fine people: Catholics and Pro- 
testants seem all the same in this respect. 
Their adherence to all their ancient usages, 
e?ea in their dress, is observable ; each Canton 
has its costume. At Switz, the women have 
imps with two high white frills, plaited, and 
standing nearly erect on their heads, like two 
butterfly's wings; quite different from the 
Bemois, yet equally fantastical and incon-* 
venient This Oberland country has filled 
me with wonder, astonishment, and gratitude. 
**How glorious, O God, are thy works, and 
thy thoughts are very deep.^' O that, in this 
glorious creation, man did but love and obey 
thee as he ought! Lucem, where we now 
are, is the capital of the Canton, and rpman* 
tically situated on the north-west banks of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



168 



LUC£RN. 



lake of four cantons. It is just in the heart of 
Switzerland, 47° 80 N. lat. 26° E. long, from 
Ferro Isles. It is one thousand three hundred 
and twenty feet above the sea. The fine river 
Reuss crosses it, over which there are three 
bridges. The name is probably derived from 
the Latin word, Lucema, a lamp or light-house, 
as the most ancient building is the Great 
Tower where the light was formerly suspended, 
possibly in the time of the Romans. It con- 
tains six thousand souls. It is the great mart 
of commerce between Switzerland and northern 
Italy, the road over St. Gothard beginning, at 
Altorf, the other side the lake. The Catholic 
religion is here prevalent ; so that all up Mount 
Righi we found stations and crucifixes for 
pilgrims. . Many of the priests are said to be 
men of piety and information, and to have 
been on the point of embracing Protestantism 
a few years back. Some political events un- 
happily interfered to delay the execution of this 
good design. The German language prevails 
through the Oberland, so that I have had no 
great means of gaining information on the real 
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state of morals and religion. But the general 
appearance of these Catholic cantons is strongly 
against them^ whilst in Bern all is industry and 
cleanliness, and not a beggar to be seen, ' 

Zqfing€n, 30 miles from Lucem, half past nine, 
Friday Night. — While supper is preparing^ I 
write something of the occurrences of a most 
delightful day. After breakfast this morning we 
went to see a model of Lucem and neighbour- 
ing country, on a scale of about thirteen inches 
to a league.* It was most gratifying to trace 
out part of the tour we had just made* The 
person pointed out the model of one Alp, the 
Titlis, on which the ice lies one hundred and 
seventy-five feet thick in summer. General 
Pfyffer spent his life in traversing the moun- 
tains, and executing this model. A portrait of 
him in his travelling dress adorns the room, and 
bis camp-seat, of a most simple but admirable 
contrivance, 'was shown us. We next visited 
the Arsenal, and saw the sword of Zuingle, 
the Reformer (for he was comt>elled, by the 
law of the Republic, to bear arms» and he fell 
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on the field of Capelle in 1531) ; atid then the 
Jesuits' Church, and the Cathedral, where the 
tawdty ornaments and superstitious images of 
the Virgin re-awakened that pain of mind 
which the Protestant cantons had soothed. A 
noble monumelit jtist erected to the Swiss re- 
giment, who perished at Paris, in defending 
Louis XVI., August 10, 1792, very much iii-- 
terested us ; it is a lion, twenty-eight feet long, 
cut out in the rock, and the names of the 
officers inscribed beneath. The bridges ill 
the town are surprising stnl(;tures ; the firiM; U 
a covered bridge, one thousand five hutidfed 
feet long ; and the second, oile Ihoiisaild oile 
htuidred ; and in the spaces between the beams 
of the first tber& are two hundred knd fhitty^ 
eight paintings iVom the Old and New Testa*^ 
ment; and of the second one hundred and 
fifty-four from the Lives of the Hetoes of 
Switzerland. A third bridge has thirty-siM 
pictures from Holbein^s Dance of Death* The 
river Reuss is^ &f a deep blue-green colonic 
here, very rapid, and sd clear that you may 
dbUnt the stones at die bottom. We ascended 
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twa hills which commahded magnificent views 
of the town^ tfae lake, the adjoinmg hills^ and 
distant Alps ; perfectly enchanting. 

Zqfingenj Saturday Morning. — It was eleven 
o^clock before we were in bed last night ; the 
fact iS| we spent all the morning in seeing Lu- 
cern^ and had a journey^ of six hoars and a 
halfj to take after three o'clock, in order to reach 
Bern by Saturday night I have only further 
to say about Lucem^ that the views from the 
bridges and the neighbouring hills are some 
of the very finest in Switzerland. Zurich and 
Lucem ate the most enchanting towns we have 
seen. The road hither ran by the side of the 
lake of Sempach; but by seven the evening 
came on, and we could see little of the prospect ; 
a fine moon-light, however, aided us. At the^ 
town of Sursee, whilst we were taking some re- 
freshment, i saw a portrait of Pere Girard of 
Fribourg. The son of the aubergiste had been 
his scholar: I sent for the boy in. He had 
been five years at school— -seemed a fine clever 
lad — spoke in the highest terms of M. G. He 
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tells me, M. G. had five classes, and four 
or five hundred children, at Fribpurg; and 
that he gave lectures on the catechism, and 
taught the children the New Testament. He 
was, in truth, too good for the Papists ; — they 
raised an opposition — ^the Jesuits aided — and 
Pere G. and his whole establishment is now 
broken up. This aubergiste had sent his son 
fifty-five miles to this good schoolmaster. The 
town of Zofingen is in Argoyie, and is Protest- 
ant ; it contains about two thousand souls. A 
house was destroyed by lightning, in the storm 
of Wednesday night. The women in Lucern 
wear, not caps, but immense straw hats, with 
very small flat crowns, and four bows of rib-- 
boh, two green and two red, with sometimes a 
bunch of flowers. Our voiturier (for we were 
obliged to hire one at Lucern to take us to 
Bern) feeds bis horses with bread: when we 
stopt yesterday, we saw a boy with a loaf of 
bread (of the same sort as we had ourselves), 
cutting it with a knife, and giving first one 
horse a slice, and then another; which they 
seemed to eat with much pleasure. 
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HerzogenbuchSy 17 miles Jrom Zqfingetii tmlve 
€U noon. — We have had a pleasing drive through 
a fruitfiil country of four hours. The village is 
neat and clean, and the whole place is crowded 
with men and women who have been attending 
a fujp^ral, and are now going to dinner. We 
are in a Protestant Canton, and within seven 
leagues of Bern. The village contains about 
five hundred inhabitants ; two or three hun- 
dred of whom are dining, or about to dine, at 
thia funeral. 

Bem^ Saturday Eveni/ng^ haif^past seven,-^ 
TJiank God, I find myself again with my dear 
Ann ; ^nd thank God also, she is remarkably 
welL The fortnight's entire quiet, though dull 
to her in some respects, has restored her to 
wonderful health and strength. She has also 
now become accustomed to the food and place^ 
and knows better what she is about^ and how 
to numage the people and things in Switzerland. 
How great a blessing is this ! We had a 
beautifol ride from Herzogenbuchs to Bern, 
twenty-one miles. Almost all the country from 
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Lucern to Bern is well cuhivatedi the views 
beautifully mild* herds of cattle feeding in dif* 
ferent spots, the meadows yielding four or 
five crops a year, the farming buildings large 
and convenient — ^the whole reminding Us of 
beloved England — which could not of course 
be the case in the mountain regions which we 
have left. Aa we approached Bern, a noble 
range of Alps stretched themselves before us. 
We passed Hofvryl, the celebrated spot where 
M« Fellenberg has a school for agriculturists ; 
but it was too late to stop. We have been, in 
this Oberland tour, three hundred and fifteen 
miles in twelve days, and about two hundred 
of it on mules. Never did I derive so much 
benefit to my health, as by these mountiun 
rides. We propose now to go on to Lausanne 
on Monday. We shall set off for Paris (please 
God) by the 1st of October, at latest; stay 
there till the 23d, and be at home on Friday 
the dlst. I had die particular pleasure of 
finding a letter fi^m you, dated August 6th, 
and received August Slst, on my return here. 
Your account of dear -— — - grieves me to the 
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heart. My prayers shall be united with yours, 
that these severe and repeated afflictions may 
become real blessings to him, by awakening 
him to more seriousness, determination^ and 
earnestness in seeking the salvation of his soul, 
without which we are lost and mberable, though 
in the utmost outward prosperity. 

Bern, Sunday Earning, August S4, ld2S.--- 
We have had to-day a delightful Sunday; 
twice have I heard the blessed tidings of Jesus 
Christ from the lips of his ministers. The 
morning subject was John, v. 44; the after- 
noon Heb. X. The church was crowded in 
the morning, and the attention of the con^ 
gregation most pleasing. Notice was given of 
a public fast for Sept 11, on account of the 
sins of the people, and in order to render 
thanks to God for his benefits. The language 
of the notice was very pious and appropriate. 
After recounting the various public Uessings 
of Almighty Gh>d to the Republic of Bern, 
it proceeded to mention \* the most excellent 
of all God's gifts, the holy religion of Jesus, 

M 9, 
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which is ah inexhaustible source of truths 
virtue^ and consolation, to so many thousands 
of souls.'^ It then dwelt oh the ingratitude 
and sins of the people, and exhorted them 
.** to fly to the grace of God in Jesus Christ, 
and to seek from Him the pardon of their sins 
by unfeigned repentance, a lively faith, and a 
true conversion.*^ It ordered, lastly, that all 
the shops should be shut after three o'clock 
the preceding day *. At half past four we had 
our private service. Three English families 
joined us; so that we were eighteen in aU. 
I was not in the least acquainted even with the 
names of my auditory; but, an opportunity 
occumng, I had just mentioned to two fami- 
lies, at the Table d'*H6te, that I was about to 
have English service ; and as we were begin- 
ning, a third family, a clergyman's, begged per- 
mission to come in. They all seemed intensely 
attentive* My subject was from I Thes. i. 5. 
** For our gospel came not unto you in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 

* See the second note at the end of this letter^ p. SOI. 
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and in much assurance.*" So far as I can leam^ 
there is much of true religion in this important 
Canton. The education of the children is 
strictly attended to-^indeed every parent is 
compelled to send his children to school and 
catechism. In this respect the Swiss Oovem- 
ments possess a real moral influence. In 
the police of the towns; the suppression of 
vice ; the prohibition of theatres ; the banbhing 
of bad persons at once^ and without ceremony ; 
the laws against luxury, &c.; it is amazing 
what power these States exercise over their 
comparatively diminutive territories. The town 
of Bern contains about a sixth part of the popu* 
lation of Liverpool or Manchester : and all the 
Canton not a fourth part of the population of 
London — indeed the twenty-two Swiss Cantons 
are not much more populous than that one im- 
mense city. Every thing, therefore, falls im- 
mediately under the notice of the magistrates, 
and may be checked at its first appearance. 
And this sort of paternal, though perhaps ar- 
bitrary, restraint being connected generally with 
the faithful preaching of the gospel, all seems 
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to be done^ that any OoTemment can do, for 
the Buppression of public immorality and the 
encouragement of piety and virtue. Whereas 
in England things are on a very different foot* 
iDg. The overgrown population of the Me- 
tropolisi the extent of the other commercial 
towns N and cities, the jealousy of their civil 
rights which pervades all ranks, the measure of 
political and retigious liberty which they claim 
and enjoy, the influence of public opinion on 
parliament and ministers of state, the tone of 
religious sentiment given by the bishops and 
^^^gYi all combine to prevent the interference of 
an arbitrary discipline, and to leave things at 
the disposal of law and the general feelings 
of the nation. Undoubtedly this has degene- 
rated too often into negligence and disorder, 
especially in the permission of blasphemous 
and seditious publications, in the neglect of 
the education of oqr poor, and in the in- 
adequate provision for the public worship of 
God. Nor has the faithftd preaching of the ^ 
Reformed doctrines in their simplicity and 
vigor been so general with us as in the Swiss 
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churches, StQl in England there is a principle 
of renovation implanted^ and concealed as it 
were, in all our free Institutions, which revives 
whenever the mercy of God visits our country, 
and which was never, perhaps, more powers 
fully at work than at present. The standard 
of religious sentiment is rapidly advancing, 
our clergy are rising from their torpor, and 
are preaching and living according to the 
gospel, the influence of public sentiment is 
turned to the side of piety and good morals, 
our government favours the progress of this 
mighty change. Parliament itself begins to 
move, our Bible and Missionary Institutions 
are in some proportion to our wealth and com- 
mercial greatness. Now, in the small govern- 
ments of Switzerland I suspect that much more 
must depend on the personal character of the 
members of the government, and much less on 
public opinion. And if a spirit of negligence 
as to morals, or of persecution as to religion, 
should pervade the minds of the chief persons 
in a Canton, there would be far less hope of a 
recovery than in England. But I am indulging 
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too much in this 'sort of reflections; for, after 
all, under every form of goveniment, the ex-* 
tent of real spiritual religion in the heart and 
life must ever depend on a higher cause — ^the 
grace of God^s blessed Spirit. May that in-> 
fluence descend more and more on our own 
happy country and all Christian nations and 
churches, yea, on all mankind ! 

I am your afiectionate brother, 

D. W. 



Note referred to p» 121. 



The keeping of a Stranger's Book is one of those foreign 
customs which one cannot hut approve of. It is^ perhaps, 
a little galling at first to an Englishman, to he ohliged to 
put down his name, age, coimtry, family, time of arrival, 
plaee of destination, motives of journey, &c, as soon as 
he drives into a town. But the pleasure is so grei^t to see 
what countrymen pr friends are before you on the road, 
and to look hack and read the names of travellers in past 
years, that you are soon delighted with the plan. In 
frontier towns the hook is often under the regulation of the 
police ; but in small towns in the interior, and places of 
foshionahle resort, as The Fall of the lUune, Mount 
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Righi, Chamoany> &c, it partakes more of the nature of 
an Album, in which travellers write down any sentiments 
they please, together with their names. Sometimes aii 
opinion is given of the country they have passed through, 
or advice as to inns and roads; at other times a short 
poetical effusion is inserted, or a stroke of wit and drollery. 
You meet occasionally with very admirable thoughts and 
pieces of undoubted genius. My coU^ Mend copied out 
several striking sentiments. It is curious even to look 
over the handwriting of celebrated individuals. The 
Stranger's Book further enables you to compare the num- 
ber of travellers firom different countries. I counted once 
or twice, and found tiie English four or five times as nu- 
merous as tiiose of any oth^ nation. It is much to be 
r^retted tiiat the unpardonable licence of a few persons, 
I am afraid chiefly Englishmen, is rapidly tending to 
put an end to this innocent and gratifying custom, or at 
least to the confining of it to the dry record of die Police 
Towns. 



Note referred to p, 196. 



This public religious service is annual in the Swiss 
churches, and is attended to witii much solemnity by all 
classes. Surely other churches might do well to imitate 
so good an example. What cause have we in England 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



902 NOTICE OF FAST. 

tttlie time lam wridng this (Match 188i)> for thanks- 
giving as well aa for hiuni]iatiaft"^qr tktudifsgiping^ on 
aooouni of the imnumbered bleiaingi which God haa 
▼onchaafed to na; Ueaainga ahnoat unparalleled in the 
hiatorj of nationfr^lbr humOiation <m acooont of our, 
alaa ! too flagrant and aggravated nati<mal aina. Surely 
the growing aenae of religiooa obl%Ati<m which marka 
the general body of people in England would support 
the Vmerable Heads of our Church in so aeaaonaUe an 
appointment. The highest pitch of public prosperity 
always touefaea on the most fearful reverses^ by leading 
to pride^luxury^ vioe, and forgetAilness of God. I insert 
the whole of the valuable document from which I have 
given a paasage or two aboVe. I never saw^ oo^ of. it 
in thia conntry. 

NOUS AVOYER ET CONSEIL DE LA 
VILLE ET REPUBLIQUE DB BERN, 

assurons Nob chers et fiddles ressortissana de 
notre gracieuae bienveillancey et leur faisons 
savoir: 

Que, de concert avec lea autrea Etata rdform^s de la 
Confederation, Nous avons arr^t^ de faire c^^rer, Jeudi 
ii Sbptembre prochain, un jour solennel d'actions de 
grAces, de jeQne et de pri^re. 

Et qui de nous, chers et fidHes ressortissana, ne se sen* 
tjrait avec Nous porte k remerder Dieu publiquement, et 
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du fbnd d'un casta toach4, en rdfl^chissaiit h> tout les 
bienfaits qu'il a r^andus sur nous pendant oette ann^ 
d pleine d'^v^nemens? Une paix profonde r^gne au sein 
de notre patrie^ et dans les contr^ qid nous avoudnent ; 
tandis que dans d'autres pays plus ^oign€s le fl^au de la 
guerre trouble la prosp^t^ des peuples ; et de cette tran- 
quillity d^ooulent pour la vie domestique et publique 
d'inombrables b^n^ctions qui s'^tendent sur tons let 
^tats et sur tons les dges. La terre a ^t^ fertile au-delk 
d^ toute esp^nce> et par ses riches productions a con-^ 
fondu les inquietudes de ceux^ auxquels la temp^ture 
variable et pluvieuse de F^t^ faisait cndndre le retour de 
b dis^te. £t si parwd par-Ik des orages ont oecaslonne 
quelque perte, que ce dommage est peu de chose en cotn- 
paraison de tout le bien que nous avons re^u de la main 
du Seigneur ! ce n'a 6t6 en quelque sorte qu'un averdsse* 
ment pour nous rappeler qu'il est en sa puissance de nous 
donner ou de nous enlever ce qui nous est le plus n^oes- 
saire. 

Et pourquoi ne ferions-nous pas mention du plus ex- 
cellent de tons les dons de Dieu^ de la sainte relig^n de 
J^susji qui est enseign^e purement dans les ^lises et dans 
les ^coles^ et qui est une source intarissable de v^rit^j de 
vertu^ et de consolation pour tant de milliers d'ames? 

Si Texp^rience joumaliere de cette gr&ce du Seigneur 
qui se multiplier sur nous de tant de mani^es^ doit k juste 
litre nous animer a la c^^er avee joie ; Nous ne sau-* 
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rions oependant vous le cacher^ un regard Jet^ snr T^tat 
religieux et moral de Notre peuple^ d^voile ime grande 
corruption, qid en v^rit^ nous rend indignes d'une telle 
grace. Une l^geret^ sans homes se manifeste dans les 
▼illes et k la campagne sous une multitude de formes : 
dans I'indifi^rence touchant la connaissance et Tadoratjon 
de Dieu, che2 plusieurs dans un total abandon des temples 
du Seigneur^ dans Toisivet^, le gout du luxe, et une vie 
d^r^l^e, qui entrainent la mine de families entieres, 
comme aussi des individus en particulier. Et a c6te de 
oette deplorable et criminelle Ug^ret^, n'avons-nous pas 
la douleur de voir dan^ quelques contr^es des hommes 
penrers oontinuer h, faire un horrible ahus des choses 
divines, de tout ce qu'il y a de plus saint, pour tromper 
les simples, pour s^duire les faibles, et se livrer I la plus 
grossi^re immorality ? Des iniquit^s aussi graves ayant 
lieu, ainsi que tant d'autres transgressions qui minent 
insensiblement la prosp^rit^ publique et domestique; le 
soin patemel que Nous devons prendre du salut de Nos 
ressortissans Nous oblige a les exhorter s6ieusement, de 
recourir a la grdce de Dieu en J^sus-Christ, et de cher- 
cher aupr^s de Lui le pardon lies p^ch^s par une re- 
pentance non feinte, une foi vive et une conversion ve- 
ritable, se rappelant soigneusement qu'il ne faut pas s'en 
tenir a la simple promesse de s'amender, mais que le sa- 
crifice agr^able au Tres-Haut, c'est une vie chr^tienne 
8el<m la v^rit^, la puret^, et la charit^. 
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Nous attendonsavec oonfiance que quioonque desire le 
bien de la patrie et son propre avantage, ne manquera pas 
au jour de je6ne prochain, d'implorer pour cet eflfet de 
Tamour ^temel le secoursd'enhaut, et la conservation des 
biens pr^cieux dont nous jouissons. 

Mais pour pr^venir autant que possible tout oe qui 
pourrait troubler la devotion pendant ce jour solennel de 
jeAne^ Nous ordonnons enfin s^rieusement^ que durant 
tout ce saint jour^ et la veiUe depuis les trois heures de 
Tapr^s-diner^ toutes les auberges et pintes soient ferm^es ' 
pour cbacun^ except^ pour les voyageurs Strangers; 
Nous d^fendons en meme temps les courses indecentes 
d'une paroisse dans une autre, et entendons que chacun 
fr^quente I'^glise de sa paroisse. 

Veuille I'Auteur de toute grice lui-meme faire servir 
oette institution k sa sainte gloire, a la prosp^t^ de la 
patrie, et a Tayancement du bonheur de chacun en par- 
ticulier. 

Donn^ le 18 Aoi!^t, 18S3. 

Chancellerie de Berne. 



VOL. I. 
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A. 

Aar» valley of, 157. 

Aanu, capital of Argovie, 104 ; same church used by Catholics 
and Protestants, iMii. 
. Aix la Chapelle, 38. 
Alps, view of in approaching Zurich, 96 ; sun gilding, ,98. 
Altorf, capital of Uri, 1 75. 
Amstagy village of, 171. 

Antwerp, approach to, 26 ; cathedral, ibid.; museum, ibid, 
Amdt*s work on Christianity, 1 5.S. 
Avalanches, 145; dread of, 175. 

B. 

Baldenstein, bishop of, 119. 

Baptism (a) at Bern, 135. 

Basle, 106; cathedral, 110; Bible Society, ibid.; missionary in- 
stitution, 1 10 ; state €£ religion at. 111; council of, 112 ; 
Sunday at, 115; description of, 116, 117; tract sodety, 
163. 

Bergheim, Sunday at, 41, 42. 

Bern, town of, 129^ like Bath, 131; Bible Society of, 132; 
library and museum, ibid.; cathedral, ibid.; Sunday at, 
134 ; second Sunday at, 195 ; notice of fast-day, ibid. ; edu- 
cation and morals, 197 ; compared with England, 19$. 
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Bible, a history put Ibr, 46. 

Bible Society, see Basle, Bern, &c. 

Bienne, lake of, 126 ; town of, 127, &c. 

Bingen, vioeyaid at, 55. 

Birse river, 118, 121. 

Black forest, 72 ; described, 88. 

Bonn, university of, 44; open to Cadiolics and Protestants, 

ibid. 
* Bonaparte, the idol of the people, 29, 53. 
Breithorn Alp, 138. 
Bridge, curious model of at Schaffiiausen, 92 ; covered bridges, 

95; with paintings, 190. 
Brientz, lake of, 1 55. 
Brunnen, village of, 177* 
Brussels described, 27; palace, 28; church, ibitL^ tiameum, 

ibid.; first book printed at, 28. 
Bullinger, Hie Raformer, tOO. 
Burgundy, duke of, 134. 
Burnet, bishop, 100. 
Burglem, chi^of W. Tefi at, 176. 

C. 

Calais, arrival at, 18. 

Candleberg, mountain of, 77. 

Canning, right hon. George,. 86. 

Capuchin friar at Realp, 168 ; his room described, ibid. 

Cailsruh, 67 ; palace of, 70. 

Carriages, breakhig down of, 22, 24, 27. 

Cassel, Mount, described, 19. 

Catholics receive Van Ess's Testaments, 6 1 . 

Chalets described, 147. 

Charles V., birth of at Gand, 25. 

Charlemagne, tomb of, 39. 

Chrysostom, St, sentence from, 26. 

Coblentz, key of Oenaiiuiy, 47. 
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Ckdogne, town of, 42 ; antiquities, cathednl,. 43 ; KmcU of mm 

ConsisteDcy, importance of, in Eng^ldi tcaveUen, 163. 

Gonyenion of pastor Henhofer> 45, 58, 69, 136. 

ComrflKt, viQiige of, 122. 

Court, 117. 

Gourtray described, 20. 

Coverdale's, Miles, fiist Ea^^ ttanilalBOB of Bifak, 96. 

Coxe, Mr., 1S2. 

Granmer, archbishop, prints first Bible at Zurich, 96. 

D. 

Danube, source of, 84. 

IHufmstadt, retidence of Leander Van Ess, 60. 

Desdation, by fall of mountains, 148. 

Devil's Bridge over Reuss, 1 72. 

Diet of Switzerland, 138. 

Divine, a self-suffident one, 109. 

Donaueschingen, 84. 

Dunkirk, described, 18. 

Ecolampadius, tomb of, 110. 

Eglisau, 95. 

Ehrenbreitsteiii, fortress of, 51. 

Eiger Alp, 145. 

Einsiedehi, 93. 

Emendingen, town of, 77 • 

Ep^ O')) view from inn of, 97. 

Erasmus, tomb of, 1 10 ; portrait of, 1 12. 

F. 

']r«]lofBliiBe,87. 

Faim-honse, cost of building one^ 143. 

Fast, notice of, at Bern, 20] ; reoommciided fbr England, ibid. 
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FlaeDen, Village of, 177. 

Food, bad, 79. 

Fo68e turned into gardens, 128. 

Fountains, Swiss, 108. 

Fianckfort on Maine, population of, 57 1 excellent Protestant 

minister of, ibid.; Bible and Jews* society of^.Und,; first 

Bible of 1462, i2ri(2. 
French, rule of the, along the Rhine, 52. 
Freyburg, cathedral of, 80. 
FurcaAlp, 167. 



Oand, or Ghent, Sunday at, 22, 23. 
Oerman divinity, 59. 
Oiessbach, fall of, 154. 
Oirard, Pdre, of Friburg, 191. 

Glaciers of Grinddwald, 1 50 ; described, 1 53 ; of Rhone, 166. 
Goar, St., village on Rhine, 49; supper at, 54. 
Goethe, 59. 

Goldau, destruction of, 1 82. 
Gray, lady Jane, letter of, 100. 

Grimsel, mountain of, journey to, 156; Sunday at, 159; reflec- 
tions upon, ibid, ; ascent from, 1 65* 
Grinddwald , valley of, 1 44. 
€hochinen, village o^t 17S. 
Gudule, St., church of, 28. 

H. 

Haller, M. saying of, 133. 
Handeck, faU of, 157. 
Hats, shovel, worn by peasants, 62. 

Hdddberg, town of, on Neckar, 63 ; fine ruins of a castle, ibid. ; 
university, 64 ; place of Melanctfaon*s studies, ibid. ; where 
Luther disputed, 65 ; catechism of, t6id., and 9a 
. Henhofer, pastor, oonVenionof, 136. 
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Heppenheim, village of, 62. 

Herzogenbuchs, village of, 193. 

Hess, Antistes, of Zurich, 99 ; age and piety, ibid* ; sends menage 

to Mr. Wilberforce, iMd. ; lives in house of Zuingle, 100 ; 

blesses author's fam^y, 103. 
Hirtzenach, village of, on Rhine, 53. 
Hoellenthal, valley of, 81. 
Hoellenstieg, hill of, 83. 
Hofwyl, 194. . 
Holy alliance, 111, 134. 
Hospice of Grimsel, 162; ofRealp, 167. 
Hospenthal, village o^ 169. 
Houses, shelving roofs of, 107. 
Huy, fortress of, 32. 



Ibach, bridge of, 178. 

Jew, conduct of a, 53. 

Inns, Swiss, 96. 

Interlacken, village of, 141. 

Juliers, town of, 40. 

Jungfrau Alp, 139, 144, &c. avalanches from, 145. 



Kehl, village on Bhine, 72. 

King of England at Aix, 40; falsely said to have been at Bighi, 

184. 
Kuesnadi, village of, 187. 

L. 

Lauteibnmnen, view from inn at, 138. 

Leander Van Ess, residence, 60 ; age, «&u2. ; health, t^.; his 

editbns of the New Testament, 61 ; like Luther, ibid. 
liege, 33. 
Lille, town of; 19; Bible Society at, tWd.; Protestants at^ tWrf. ^ 
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Limiiath, river of, 97, 104. 
Lowertz, lake of, 183. 
Laoem, lake of, 177 i town of, 187* 
liBtiier, di^iutes at HcadeDberg* 65, 

Manhdm, town of, 65. 

Melanctfaon, studies at Heidelberg, 64 ; portrait of, 71« 

Mentz, town of, 56. 

Mettersbei^ Alp, 148. 

Meyringen, valley of, 151. 

•Monck Alp, 145. 

Monument to Swiss regiment, 190. 

Moselle, driver of, 51. 

Mofttiers, valley of, 1 18. 

N. 
Namur, Sunday at, 29* 
NeufehiLtel, town of, 125. 

O. 

Oberland, Bemois tour, 138 — 185. 

P. 
Pfyffer, General, 189. 
Piety, humble, 155. 
Pienre Pertuifl, 121. 
Pileatus mons, or mount Pilate, 1 82. 
Popery, modest when put in competition, 75. 
Pope alarmed at Protestant religious institutions, 111. 
Protestants of Lille, 19. 
Pulpits,fine, 21, 28. 

K. 

Realp, hospice at, 167. 
B«idieBlM»h,Moe 152. 
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Reformers, letters of, 74; wisdom of English, 93; find asylum 
at Zarich, 96. 

Reformation, third centenary of, 110, 111. 

Relicsat Aix-laXhapelle, 39. 

Reuss,^ valley of, described, 172, Sec ; river of, at Lacem, 190. 

Bhine,fir8t seea^ 42 ; drive on hanks of^ 45, 76 ; sceneiy of, at 
St. Goar, 49 ; junction of, with MoseUe, 51 ; fall of, 87, 
88 ; compared with Niagara, 95 ; bridge over, at Schaff- 
hausen, 92. 

Ridley, UAopf leams by heart the Bpiistles, 101. 

Righi, mount, 178 ; view ftom, 180^ storm at, 181 ; New Testa- 
ment at, 181 ; stranger's book, 185, 200. 

Road, new, in Valley of Reuss, 1 74. 

Rossberg, &11 of, 182. 

Rousseau, J. J., 126. 

Russians, inscription by, at Goblentz, 52. 



Saint Piezre, Ishind of, 126. 

Schaffhausen, 87 ; Sunday at, 89 ; state of wbgion at, 94. 

Scheideck Alp, 151. 

Schiltwaldbach, cascade of, 141. 

Schwetzingen, garden of, 65. 

Seedorf, viUage of, tSO. 

Sempach, lake o£» 191. 

Silverhom Alp, 1 45. 

Soyhier, village of, 1 20. 

Spa, lines on road to, 36 ; waters of, 37 ; authors birthiday 

spent at, ibid. 
Stael, Madame de, 1 44. 
Staubbach, fall of, 1 38 — 1 4 1 . 
Stein, village of, 105. 
Steinkopff, Dr., 163. 
Storks' nests, 62. 
Stoves German, 107. 
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Stiwiger's Book at Mount Righi, 185, 300. 

Stnsbuig, dty of, 72 ; cathedral, 73 ; monument of Marshal 

Saxe, 74. 
Sursee, village of, 191. 
SwHz, capital of SwHz Canton, 1 77. 
Switzerland, entrance of Aom Baden, 86; confederation, 123; 

population, ibid. 



Tell, William, chapel, where bom, 176; where escaped. from 
hailiir, 177 ; conftdemtion, 178 ; death, Udd, ; diapd where 
he slew Geisler, 187 ; fbuntahis to, ibid, 

Thun, lake of, 140. 

Travelling, manner of, 77, 78. 

U 
Ulm, village of, on Rhine, 72. 
Union of Catholics and ProtesUnts, 64 ; of Lutherans and Cal- 

vinists, 68. 
Unterseen, village of, 140. 
Ursula, St 43. 
Utrecht, treaty of, 18. 



Vandamme, General, garden of, 19. 
Vauban, 19. 
Vervicis, 37. 
Voituriers, 131. 

W. 

Waterkw, fiddof, 31. 

Wdshaden, Sunday at, 55 ;' profanation of Sabbath at, 56. 

Wengen Alp, journey over, 146, &c 

Wett6fhom A^, 148. 

Wilberfbrce, W. Esq., M. P. message to from Antistes Hess, 99* 

Wine, price of on Rhine, 54, 55. 

Wittenbach, M., of Bern, 1 32. 
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Z. 

Zofingen, town of, 192. 

Zumgle, his copy of St Paulas Epistles in 1517, 100; held in 
honour, 101 ; life of, 1 13 ; his sword, 189. 

Zurich, town of, 96 ; Alps seen in approach to, Ibid. ; first re- 
formed town of Switzerland, ibid, ; asylum of English re- 
fbrmers, ibid. ; view from inn called L*Ep^ 97 ; view of 
Alps, 98 ; Antistes of, ibid, ; library, 100 ; letters of re- 
finmars, ibid. ; Zuingle's copy of Paul's Epistles, 101 ; state 
of religion at, 102; blind institution, 103; Bible Society, 
Ibid, ; early marriages, ibid. ; Lavater's tomb, 104. 
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LETTER X^AUougT 25, 1823. 

MORAT—LAUSANNE. 

Battle of Morat — Avencbes — ^Payenne— Beds in 
Germany — ^Mount Jurat-— Lausanne — Lake of Ge- 
nevar— Lodgings — ^Translation of Scott's Commen- 
tary — Calvinism — Nyon — Coppet — M. Neckar — 
Madame de Stael — Geneva?— Rlione — Steam-boat 
—The Pope — Femey — Sunday at Lausanne— 
Preacbers — Persecution — Calvin's Will — Arr^te 
&t Lausanne - - - - Page 7 — 38 

LETTER XI.— SEPTEMBJBB 2, 1823. 

GENEVA— MARHGNY. 

Cathedral at Lausanne — ^P.Girard— Sir H.Blossett — 
Mont Blanc— -Translation of Scott— Savoy— Bon- 
neville— Valley of Cluse — Goitres— St. Martin's 
— ^Mont Blanc — ChMe— Servoz — De Saussure — 
Olader of Bossons — Accident in Ascent of Mont 
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Blanc in 1820— Chamoony— Montanvert — Cou- 
vercle on Mer de Glace — Mer de Glace — Alps— 
Tete Noire— Trient - - Page 39— 60 

LETTER XII.— SEPTAMBEB 6> 1823. 

GREAT ST. BERNARD-BRIEG. 

Jardin of Mer de Glace— Guides — Forclaz — The Bas 
Valais — Martigny — Deluge of the Dranse— Sun- 
day at Martigny — Popery — Orsieres->*Lyddes— 
Great St. Bernard — ^Dogs-^Monks — Lives saved 
— Provost— Sion — Valais — Anecdote and Prayers 
at Great St. Bernard— Pastor Henhofer 61—95 

LETTER XIIL— SEPTEMBER 11, 1823. 

' SIMPLON— MILAN. 

Brieg — Simplon — Road — Persal — Descent into 
Italy — Isella — Domo d'Osola — Priests— Air — 
Vines — Lago Maggiore— Borromean Isles — Co- 
lossal Statue of Borromeo — Milan — Marble Ca- 
thedral—St. Ambrose — Austin - 96 — 121 

LETTER XIV.— SEPTEMBER 14, 1823. 

TURIN-CHAMBERRY. 

Sunday at Milan — Sunday Schools — Punch — ^Virgin 
Mary— Popery like Paganism— Church of St. Am- 
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Second Sunday at Lyon— Library— Hdtel-Dieu— 
H6tel de la Charity — Sick Family — ^Journey to Ge- 
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Conversation with Catholic Lady — Geneva — Pro- 
hibited Books — ^Aoxonne — Irish Catholics — Di- 
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LETTER X. 

Morat, Canton de Friburgf 15 miles Jrom 
Bern, Monday/, August 25, 182^ 

MY DEAREST SISTER^ 

At length we have left Bern, 
eighteen days after we first came to it. We 
have been driving to-day through a sweet coun- 
try^ though of necessity less striking than the 
Oberlandy which still captivates my imagination. 
On reflection, I feel more and more gratified 
at having had health and strength to visit it. 
The Jungfirau, the Avalanches, the Giessbach, 
Ae Glacier of the Rhone, and the valley of 
die Retiss, seem quite to 811 and overwhelm 
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8 BERN. 

my miitd. Even the Righi, bad as the weather 
was, has left a strong unpression on my recol- 
lection. Next to a perfectly clear day, I con- 
ceiye nothing coiild have beeti finer than the ~ 
beholding the tremendous storm gathering in 
the horizon, hours bef<Mre it burst upon us, 
contrasted with the sweet sunshine on the 
opposite side. I must tell you, that good old 
M. Wittenbach called on us before we left 
Bern, and gave us his blessing ; and that three 
young ladies out of our congregation yester- 
day, seemed extremely affected with the dis- 
course ; they spoke to us this morning with 
evident interest and anxiety. It is, perhaps, 
hardly worth adding, that the arms of Bern 
is a bear; and two of these animals are kept 
in the fosse, and are so accustomed to be 'fed 
by visitants, that they rear up like dogs, to 
catch the cakes thrown down to them; for the 
fidsse is thirty or forty feet deep. Bern ha^ 
eighteen thousand inhabitantSt The founder 
of the town, a Duke of Zcehringen, is repxe** 
septed oyer one of the gates, in a; colossal fons^, 
twenj;y feet or more high. In /Ul these towns. 
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. LAKE or MOBAT. 9 

and Cantons, the walks and varied beauties of 
nature are opened to the public, and you are 
sure to find shady paths and convenient seats 
for your repose ; nothing is usurped as of pri-- 
vate use. At Lucem all the dogs in the town, 
however, are secured with muzzles of brass 
or iron, placed loosely over the mouth; no- 
thing could be more curious, than to meet ten 
or twelve <>f these poor animqjs in every street, 
< thus unreasonably, as it should seem, deprived 
of liberty. Morat, where we now are dining, 
is beautifiiUy situated on the lake, of Morat : it 
is one thousand four hundred and sixty feet 
above the sea, and has a thousand inhabitants. . 
It is celebrated for one of those great battles, 
by which the small number of Swiss heroes 
overcame France and Austria, and established 
their independence. The batde of Morat was 
fought June S3, 1476^ against Charles, Duke 
of Burgogne. The lake is only six miles long 
and two broad, but abounds in a fish called 
sabet, said to be the largest of all the fresh 
water kinds. We have had a fearfully hot 

b2 
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10 BATTLE OF MORAT. 

ride of four hours and a half. This is the 
fourth fine day we have had m succession. 

Payenne^ Canton de Faud, half^si nine^ 
Mondmf Night.-^We left Morat at half-past 
six, and soon came to the spot where the 
battle of Morat was fought. A building for-^ 
merly stood there, containing the bones of those 
who fell : this was destroyed by the French in 
1798. A new and simple column was erected 
last year, with this inscription^ ^' Yictoriam, 
2S Jun. 14769 patrum concordia partam, novo 
signat hpide RepublicaPribourg, 18S8." " The 
victory obtained by the union of their fore- 
fathers, 9^ June, 1476, is mailed irith a new 
column by the Republic of Fribourg, 182S'' 
—a simple and sublime record 1 About hal& 
past seven, we passed through Avenches, thie 
ancient Aventinum, destroyed by Attila in the 
fijEth century. We saw the nuns of the Romaiy 
tower, walls, amplritheatre, and drove for a 
mile over what once constituted Aventinum>.: 
Thus the glory of cities passes away ! An-in-i 
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' PATENNE. 11 

conaulerable village is all that now remains of 
what was once a capital city of Helvetia. 

Motubtip Tuesday Mominff^ August 5%'.-*^ 
We set off this moming at half«past eight 
If othing convinces me more of the improved 
health of my dear Ann^ than that she bore the 
heat of yesterday with v^ry little fatigue. Be- 
fore breakfast, we went to see the church of 
Payenne, where there is a tomb of Queen Ber- 
tha; and a ciirious saddle which she used, 
made of wood cased with iron, and with a high 
framework, like a child's go*cart, so as to de- 
fend and fix the whole body. We are now at 
H small town called Moudon, twelve miles from 
JPayenne— one thousand four hundred souls— ^ 
built by the Romans on the Broie river, which 
joins the lakes of Morat and Neufch&tel. The 
country here is much more tame than in the 
Oberland (indeed you must expect dull letters 
after the wonders of the Alps), but still sweety 
fruitful, variegated, agreeable. 

Now let me answer your inquiries about thia 
beds in the Pays Bas and Germany: 1st We 
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IS BEDS ON RHINE. 

were in danger of rolling out, from the ineline^y 
shelving form of the high, thick, awkward, tre- 
bled mattresses ; the beds inclined both from 
one side to the other, and from the head to the 
foot Sd. If you kept in bed, then you were in 
danger of losing all the scanty clothes at once, 
by the slightest change of position. 3d. If you 
laid hold of the clothes to prevent this, then 
you infallibly uncovered your feet; and in 
rising to adjust the clothes, the whole bed be*- 
came deranged. 4th. When other tlnngs were 
settled, you had to search about with your 
hands in the straw of the mattresses, and push 
down some of the principal bumps as well as 
you could. 6th. The curtains being suspended 
on a ring or hoop, from the top of the room 
(the beds having no posts) you were iii danger 
of pulling down the whole canopy upon you, 
if you drew the curtdns round you. 6th. All 
these dangers being over, you were exposed 
every minute, till the house was quiet, to per* 
sons of all descriptions coming into your room ; 
for the lock would sometimes not turn, and you 
had no bolts. Then, 7th. The servants knew 
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LAUSANNE. 13 

not one word of French ; and, lastly, the beds, 
themselrn were so small, and so beset with 
hard wooden sides and ends, that you were 
infisdlibly exposed to injuring your hands, or 
arms, or head, by violent blows. Now we are 
in Switzerland, the beds are generally better. 

Laussame^ Cc^cd of Pca/s de Va/uA^ Tuea^ 
day NigM. — ^We arrived here at e^ht o'clock. 
The ride of twelve miles was fine and beauttful^ 
We crossed Mount Jurat, two thoueiand seven 
hundred and seventy feet above, the. sea. The 
mountains on the other side of the Lake of 
Geneva were clearly visible; but Mount Blanc 
(the great popular curiosity of Switzerland) 
was obscured with clouds. As we approached 
Lausanne, the lake and adjoining country 
opened beautifully before us. The peasants 
have here a new variety of bonnets — a straw 
one, rising above the head in turrets, and 
ending in a sort of handle at top, something 
tike a bell. Lausanne is a town of eleven 
thousand souls; Protestant; one thousand ^ix 
hundred and eighty feet above theiiea. It is 
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14 SWIfiS STEASr-BOAT. 

nituated oir three hills with their intermediate' 
TalleySy so that many of the streets are sleep. 
It is filled with voituriers and carriagea of all 
sorts, and claims a kind of privilege of fur* 
nishing travellers, who commonly ei^ter Swit- 
zerland by way of France, for their Swiss tour' 
in the summer and their Italian in the winter. 
The Lake of Lausanne or Geneva, on which 
it stands, is the largest in Switzerland, after 
that of Constance. It is above forty miles 
long and ten broad ; forty small rivers, besidesr 
the Rhone, fall into it ; Geneva is on the other 
side of it A steam-boat has just begun to sail 
hi it, for the first time in Switzerland. We heard 
yesterday and to-day of the effects of the dread- 
fill storm on Wednesday night, when we were 
on the Righi: seven houses and some heads of ^ 
cattle were destroyed. What thanks do we^ 
owe for preservation I One stroke of lightning; 
might have summoned the crowded guesta oC 
our inn, and us amongst th^m, to their eternal 
account ! You have no idea, in England/ of 
the $torms Vf\ tbe^e warmer climates, 
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LOBGlNdS. W 

Lausarme, Wednesdojf, three o'clock* — ^We 
have taken lodgings for a months with liberty to 
quit at a fortnight. A kind excellent Swiss friend^ 
whom we knew in London^ has been indefati- 
gable for our comfdrt. We hf ve a suite of four 
rooms on the first floor^ looking full on the fine 
Lake of Geneva ; a sitting room about twentjr-*' 
five feet square; three bed-roomsj and a cabinet $ 
all neaty and even elegant; with an approach 
dirough a gateway and a yard, from the mam 
street; so that'we have the most exquisite view 
imaginable on one side, and all the comforts of 
a town on the other. We have a nice fitde 
garden, to which we descend from our parlour; 
from this we look down upon a sweet garden 
belonging to another house \ from which, the 
vineyards begin still lower down the hiU, and 
these vineyards extend to the lake itsdf* We 
pay two hundred and forty francs a montfay 
about two pounds ten shillings per week. 

- 7%ursday, six dchck Mornings Jugust 28* 
— Lausanne is by no means a fine town in 
itself, but is most b^autifiilly situated. It stands 
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16 Panorama of laitsannb* 

above five hundred feet above the lake, and is 
a fine object from a distance.' There are charm** 
ing walks just out of the town on one of the 
hillSj commanding a view of the lake, and of a 
part of the towni which stands upon a second 
and nearly parallel hilL The intermediate 
vaUey is filled with vines. Noble trees and 
seats increase the pleasure of the promenade* 
The Panorama in London gives mi accurate 
and pleasing view of the entrance of the town 
firom Geneva. In the evening, the dear chil- 
dren and I spent aQ the time in our sweet little 
garden, or rather terrace, for we have a wall 
and iron railing which supports the ground of 
which it is composed ; and this railing prevents 
our £dling down thirty or forty feet into the 
next terrace-garden, which is immediately be^ 
few us towards the lake. It is now six in the 
morning: the three windows of our saloon are 
open; the sun is mounting over the hills on 
the other side of the lake, and shedding a 
Ipvely tint on every object. Our kind fellow- 
traveller and my eldest son are going with me, 
in a car, to Geneva (thirty miles), that I may 
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TRANSLATION OF SCOTT. 17 

lose not a moment in seeing after the liansla* 
iion of Scott. You know that I have been 
sometime engaged in assisting to have his 
admirable practical comment on the Scrip- 
tures translated into French. The whole body 
of Freneh Protestant Theology affords no one 
jUam, spiritoal^ solid exposition of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. With hnmense difficulty^ I have found 
a translator well skilled in English, accustomed 
to Uterary occupation, master of a good style, 
and of the same sentiments with my author. 
He has nearly translated the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, The warm approbation of the de« 
sign from all quarters exceedingly encourages 
me to go on; and the tendency to error and 
excess amongst some pious persons here, makes 
it more and more important. Still I feel a 
great doubt whether so large a work will suc^ 
eeed in the present state of things on the Con- 
tinent. May God order, direct, and bless! I 
approach Geneva with feelings of peculiar 
veneration. The name of Calvin stands high 
amongst the Reformers, Divines, and Scholars 
of the sixteenth century. There is no man to 
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18 ^ • cALviir. 

whom I owe so much as a commentatoi^. The 
reproaches cast so liberally on what is called 
Calvinism in England ar^ for the most parl^ 
either the effect of pure ignorance^ or of dis^ 
like to spiritual religion — as moderate men of 
lA parties now agree in allowing* The excesseft 
and daring spirit of too many modem religuui* 
iits have no warrant in the writings of Calvin* 
A more sober^ practical, holy writer, generally 
qieaking, does not exist. There was, un- 
doubtedly, something harsh in his character f 
he carried his acuteness too far in his system 
of dimity, so as to overstep, in my judgment, 
the exact moderation of the Sacred Writings | 
and in his scheme of church government, he 
followed, not the Episcopalian, but the Presby-i 
terian model. But, after all these deductions^ 
he was amongst the very first men of his own 
or any other age; and the objections raised 
against his writings in modem times might be 
as well raised against what the Scriptures state 
of the fall of man, of salvation by grace, of 
justification by faith, of regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit, and of holy obedience as the frint 
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oF love*. In feet, true reBgion is ever opposed 
1>y the pride and sensuality of fidlen man; and 
this opposition sometunes assumes one disguise 
and sometimes another.— -But I am interrupted. 

Nyon, on the road to Geneva, ftl miles^ pne 
o'doch^ Thtersday. — ^We are sitting in a garden 
at a most beautiful spot on the Lake, which, 
with its deep blue waters, is rippling before us. 
We set off in our car at seven this morning, 
my «on driving, aiid my friend and I going in- 
side. The day is hot, but beautiftd. We have 
driven most of the way through vineyards, 
which have little or no fence to them. The 
grapes are now large, and in some few spots 
ripe ; but the vintage wiU not take place for a 
mimth. We passed through Morges and Rolle, 
two loviely towns, situated each on a hay of tibe 
Lal^e, and affording, as you approached them» 
a duMrmiog view. AU here is fertility, industry, 
and fruitfiifaieps. This Lake of Greneva is iir 
versified by perpetual bays, towns, chateaux^ 
vineyards, c^bardsi^ country-houses. lobsertet 

* See first note at end of this letter. 
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90 BARON D£ STAEL. 

in the towns, that the shopkeepers, in theb 
ngnsy give not merely a single figure, as in 
JSngland ; as of a man, a boot, a botde, a ha^ 
&c. ; but a long board filled with all the figures 
of different sorts of boots, bottles, hats, which 
ibey happen to sell; so that you have quite an 
historical painting, in wretched Myle of course* 
About six miles before we came to Genera we 
passed through the beautiful village of Coppet, 
celebrated as die residence of M. Neckar and 
of his still more distinguished daughter. Mar 
dame de StaeL I much wished to have caUed 
at the ch&teau, to which I had been invited by 
the present ]>ossessor, the Baron de Stael; but 
I found it to be impossible. Ton will be 
charmed to hear that the Baron with his 
noble and amiable sister, are blessings to the 
neighbourhood. Their benevolence and piety 
are such, that they aicquaint themselves with 
the circumstances of all the poor families 
around them, and administer relief to their 
bodies and minds. It is quite delightful to 
tbink that the descendlmts of one of the most 
able statesmen of France and of certainly the 
most brilliant writer of her age, should be de^ 
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APPROACH TO aSMEVA. SI 

▼otiiig all their talents to the diffusion of the 
truest philosophy, the iHumination and moral 
elevation of their fellow-creatures by the know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, and of the blessings 
of real Christianity as purchased by our Lord 
and Saviour. It was with extrCTse regret I 
found myself unable even to make a short stay 
in this attractive spot. 

OenevOf Thuraday Nighi, nine o^eZo^Ar.— We 
arrived here about six, after a very hot, dusty, 
disagreeable journey in point of fiitigue; our 
little low car^ placed ^us, as we approached the 
city, in the midst of the dust ; and we met a con- 
tinued succession of carriages. The country 
continued sweet and beautifiiL The view of 
the Cathedral, and other bufldings of the city, 
from the hiU, is very fine, chiefly from the cir- 
ieumstance of its being placed at the extremity 
of the Lake, just where its waters flow out and 
f<»tn the Rhone. This noble river, which I 
saw springing from the glacier, between die 
Grimsel and the Fuica, and which was then a 
stream <if mere turbid snow-water, enters the 
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XP^ GENEVA. 

Jjake of Geneva at Boverat^ nearly of the same 
inuddy white colour; but when it flows out 
liere and enters France, it is of the clear€t3t 
deep blue colour, with all its bed pure to the 
bottom. It seems to me nearly as wide as the 
Thames at London. Geneva 'contains twenty- 
£ve thousand souls, in about one thousand 
houses, which gives a much largjer proportioi^ 
for each house than any other place I am ac- 
iquainted with. The bouses are aec(»*dingly 
yery high — ^five or six stories. , Many of &e 
^treets have a peculiarly awkwatd appearance 
from the roofs at this extreme height jutdng 
. out over the streets ten or twelve fee^ and being 
propped up by poles or ^^o^defx pillars Sxed 
\on the. ground below, and tbw»secui»d'^inid» 
wi^y by cross-beams. NothiiQig can b^. jo awk- 
ward ; and what increases it 19, that small rows 
of shops run opposite the bosses between the 
foot-way and the street itself. It resembles 
somewhat our ancient dty of Chester. , The 
town is famed for education,. talent, un^uatacyf 
imd commerce. Watch-making is.partioulaily 
tfoUowed. Numbers of English are )iere, and 
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STEAM-BOAT. SS 

in the neighbouring yiUages, and country- 
houses. The Rhone flows through the city 
in two or three large streams from the Lake ; 
convenient bridges are thrown over it< At 
die table d'h6te at supper^ we had the mor- 
tification to find that the new steam-vessel 
sailed from Lausanne to-day^ and brought 
nearly one hundred passengers, without heat^ 
dust, &c., in six hours, what took us nearly 
twelve ; nay, that the air was so fresh on the 
Lake, that many persons put on their great- 
coats* We were the more vexed because we 
had inquired about the boat, and were misin«» 
formed. The fiict is, this steam-boat is so 
violently opposed by voituriers and innkeepers* 
servants, that there is no learning the truth 
concerning it. It is a ten or twelve horses- 
power built by a Scotch engineer, with a crew 
iol Italians ; bums wood ; goes the tour of 
4he towns on the Lake once a week; and an<- 
flwers uncommonly well, having fifty or sixty 
passengers most Says. I wrote a note to my 
translator last nighty and am to see him this 
morning. 

VOL. II. e 
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24 DEATH OF MISSIONARIES. 

Friday Mornings seven o'clock. — I am now 
writing in my room at my inn at Geneva, five 
stories high^ with three windows overlooking 
the Rhone and the Lake, and a view of the 
town and rising hills on die opposite shores 
This height is the only thing which lifts us 
out of the smeUs, closeness, and heat of the 
streets at this hot season: and dierefore we 
ascend our eighty stairs, and cross the eight 
landing-places, contentedly, 

Friday y half^past nine, — I have sent to the 
post and received yotu; Welcome letter of July 
the twenty-ninth; many, many thahks for all 
your intelligence. I have vrritten a note to Cg- 
logne to recover your first. Give my kindest 
love to our friends of the Church Missdonary 
Society ; tell them to be of good cheer, in the 
name of the Lord ; these sad deaths amongst the 
Missionaries, of which your letter gave me the 
account, are the way to life. Johnson and Pal^ 
mer. are names dear to the churches of Africa. 
The stroke is heavy, and was meant to be felt; 
but may the good Lord sanctify, support, over<- 
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nde, cx>mfort I TUe more my own health has ' 
&tkd, the more do I learn to feel for my frienda 
in England under losses and sufferings. I am 
myself indeed wonderfully better: I eat, sleeps 
and bear &tigue weU; stiUI am not without 
feelings of weakness at times. The newrhasr 
just arriyed here, that the Poi)e is dead, at the 
ageofcighty-titoorHghty^thTee; There iff said 
to be a current prophecy at Borne that what^ 
ever Bope shall reign twentyufour years, he« will 
be die last This Pope has reigned nearly 
tweirty«lbuv yeain: Would to 6od he 'may he 
die last I I do not understand how our English 
ministers of itate could unite in replacing the 
Papal throne in l'814i« I think Burleigh, and 
the other .ministers of Queen EliEabeth, would 
never/ ha¥e! done it. 

.: Onec^dock. — Ihavebeen tlureeor four hti9XB 
with my ' chief . ^iransbitorj ^ He ia etidently 
an amiable, pious/ sensible, scholar-like young 
man; but dejected, feeble in health, and of 
a tender^ and perhaps somewhat scrupulous, 
ndnd. St Matthew is translated in the rough, 

cS 
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S6 FB&NEY. 

ind part of it is copied. I have been able tot 
contradict a rex>ort which has been preyalenft 
here, that I was actually dead. My friends 
were solemnly assured of the £ict the other 
day ; I believe they are now convinced that the 
report was premature. 

Lausanne^ Saturdojf^ August SO. — I spent 
the evening, yesterday, with my translator at 
Geneva ; saw what he had done in the trandiu 
tion, and fixed a meeting with some friends on 
the same business for next week. I met in the 
course of the evening several persons bf mudi 
piety and tenderness of spirit. I wa&ed also 
about many parts of the dty, which is sur- 
Grounded with a beautiful country. A new 
wooden bridge, suspended by iron wires, twisted 
together like cords, and carried over three stone 
gates or arches, is very curious. It leads across 
{he fortifications and fosse to a lovely point 
for seeing Mont Blanc, which, however, the 
cloudy weather forbad us to behold. In the 
evening my friend and companion, with my son, 
drove out to Femey, where Voltaire Uved.. The 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i 



SUNDAY AT LAUSANNE. JtT 

portraits of Milton and Sir Isaac Newton are 
in his room ; his tomb was destroyed by the 
Austrians; he ordered a bust to be erected 
at Femey, fifty years after his death — 1828. 
This morning at six, my friend and I returned 
<to Lausanne^ in . the steam-boat, leaving my 
son to drive home the car. Instead of eleven 
hours of sun, duat, and fatigue, we had six 
J)ours of cool, agreeable, tranquil passage over 
the Lake, We reached Lausanne at twelve 
o^clock ; and I found my dear family all well, 
and most happy in their nice lodgings. The 
heat is v^ry great. The Swiss say, each such 
day is a ton of gold, in ripening the vintage. 
In the evening I walked with my old Lausanne 
.friend to a beautiAil hill, called The Signal; it 
presents a panoramic view of the town, Lake, 
and adjoining country. The ascent is by a 
lovely winding path in the midst of meadows 
and vineyards.. 

Sunday Mornings August 2t\sty Lcmsavmey 11 
<f clocks — I have been already twice to church : 
M half-past sixy the parish church near us wa^ 
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S8 DIVINE SEBVICE* 

filled with people ; and I heard a good dis- 
course from that admirable text, John iii. 14v 
15;* The fault of the sermon was, the being 
too superficial, too general, too dedamatorjr^ 
At nine, I went to the Cathedral, to hear the 
first preacher in the canton. He is a Ddctot 
of ^Divinity, of great respectability, and of a 
venerable appearance, about sixty^five years of 
age. The service began, by a young student 
of the college ascending the pulpit, and reading 
rather carelessly three chapters of the Bible, 
whilst the congregation was assembling. He 
then read the Ten Commandments, and the 
summary of them given by our Saviour. Upon 
this he left the pulpit, and the preacher 
mounted it, who began by giving out two 
versefs of a hymn; An organ led the immense 
congregation, whilst a chanteur, a sort of clerkj 
standing up in the middle of a pew (the con« 
gregation sit in singing) sung with a very loud 
and distinct voice. Then the preacher read an 
excellent, but brief confession of sin, and* some 
prayers ; and next delivered a discounle of 
twenty-five minutes, from I Cor» xi, 26; His 
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SERMON AT CATHEDEAL. S9 

diyirions were clear and appropriate. First, 
Ye show forth the merit and propitiation of 
the death of Christ ; secondly^ Ye show forth 
the infinite lore of Christ in that death, and 
the obligation we are under of loying each 
other; thirdly. Ye show forth your belief in 
the future coming of your Lord, and the Tul« 
filment of all his promises. The whole was 
admirably good ; striking, solid, elevated, in- 
structive, evangelical— perhaps it wanted some- 
thing as to the application to the heart and 
conscience towards the close. After the sermon, 
the reverend preacher read a prayer for all 
states of men; the creed; and a concluding 
prayer. The clerk very much offended me by 
sitting with his hat on, during the service* 
The cathedral is a fine old large building. 

Nine at Night. — I resume. The venerable 
Professor's sermon at the cathedral this morn- 
ing was so good, that I lament to hear his 
doctrine is not equally so at all times, and 
above all that he joins in a persecution of a 
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few very pious, though possibly not altogether 
discreet, persons who have lately appeared in 
the canton. O, what an inconsistent thing is 
human nature ! Here, in this small republic, 
which boasts of its freedom, almost inquisi-^ 
torial powers are assumed by the clergy. Thi» 
is exactly what I feared, when speaking of 
Bern. As soon as any person gives offence, 
the magistrates make no scruple of banish- 
ing him at once. They allow no dissidents 
from the establishment; not a soul. A mi* 
nister who is suspended cannot preach at all» 
Now, at Geneva, non-conforming ministers, 
and meeting-^houses, are allowed. And yet at 
Geneva, the church has openly denied the 
£uth, whilst at Lausanne, the main features of 
orthodoxy are strongly insisted on: all these 
things furnish much matter for reflection. In- 
difference naturally leans towards toleration; 
proud nominal orthodoxy towards persecution* . 
At half-^past eleven, this morning, we went to the 
^English service, and heard an excellent sermoa 

* See second note at the end of this letter, p. 33^ 
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from an English clergyman, who was passing 
through the town. At two, I heard a fourth 
sermon, pretty good, from a Professor of the 
Cathedral — But I am weary, and must again 
say, adieu. 

We think of taking a tour to Chamouny 
and the Great St. Bernard next week, after my 
meeting at Geneva ; leaving Mrs. W. in this 
beautifid house, where we have one of the 
finest, softest views in Switzerland. 



First note referred to p. 19» 

I gubjoin as a specimen of Calvin's theok^cal views,, 
as well as of his spirit and chaiacter^ the preamble to 
his last will, dictated just before his death in May 166^. 

'^ In the name of the Lord, Amen, I, John Calvin,, 
minister of the word of God in the church of Geneva, 
being so oppressed and afflicted with various diseases 
that I am fully induced to think that the Lord God has 
determined shwtly to take me out of this worlds have 
ordered to be made and written my testament and my 
last will in the form that follows : 

" First of all I give thanks to God that he had mercy on 
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me (whom he created and placed In this world), and not 
only delivei^ed me from the profound darkness of idolatry 
in which I was sunk^ and hrought me into the light of 
his gospel and made me a partaker of the doctrine of 
salvation^ of which I was most unworthy ; and not only, 
with the same mercy and loying-kindness^ hore with my 
many faults and sins^ for which I deseryed to he rejected 
and cast off by him ; but also that he hath exerdsad 
such gentleness and kindness towards me as to deign to 
make use of me in preaching and promulgating the truth 
of his gospel. And I testify and profess that It is my 
wish and intention to spend what may remain of my life 
in that same faith and religion which he delivered to me 
by his gospel^ nor to haye any other hope or refage for 
salvation than his gracious adoption; on which only my 
salvation rests. And I embrace with my whole soul 
the mercy which he has vouchsafed me for the sake of 
Jesus . Christ by making propitiation for my sins by 
the merit of his death and passion^ so that satisfaction 
might be made for all my sins and tranj^essions^ and 
the memorial of them be blotted out. I testify also and 
profess that T humbly beg of him that he will so wash 
and purify me by the blood of that supreme Redeemer, 
poured out for the sins of the human race (effuse pro 
humani generis peccatis), that I may be permitted to 
stand before his Tribunal in the image of the Redeemer 
himself. Also I profess that I have diligently laboured, 
according to the measure of grace and loving-kiddness 
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which God has hestowed on me^ purely and aimply t6. 
preach his word both in my sermons and in my writings 
and commentaries^ and faithfully to interpret his Holy 
Scriptures. I testify also and profess that in all the con- 
tentions and debates which I hare had with the enemies 
of the gospel, I hare made use of no tricks nor sophistical 
and bad methods, but have acted candidly and sincerely 
in defending the truth. 

'' But, woe is me I all my labour and seal (if they deserve 
the name) have been so remiss and languid, that I con* 
fess that innumeraUe things have been wanting to the 
right dischai^e of my office, and that unless the un- 
bounded loving-kindness of God had aided me, all my 
labour would have been useless and vain. Tea, more- 
over I acknowledge that unless the same loving-kindness 
had helped me, the gifts and blessings of my mind which 
he vouchsafed to me would have more and more brought 
me in guilty before his tribunal of sin and ne^gence. On 
which account I testify and profess that I have no other 
hope of salvation except this one, that God, as he is the 
Father of mercies, vnll show himself a Father to me who 
acknowledge myself a miserable sinner." 



Second note referred to p. 30. 

. Indiffisrenoe generally inclines towards forbearance, be« 
cause it undervalues the importance of all religious sen- 
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<ttmeDts J and b«)bau8e it is aware it needs for itself the 
toleration it claims for others. Bat orthodoxy^ when 
separated from the true spurit of the gospel^ is often self- 
jdghteous, bigoted^ proud— proud of talents^ proud of 
what it thinks the correct fcs-m of truths proud of holding 
othei^ in subjection^ proud of crushing opposition^ proud 
of erecting itself as a Pope in its own circle ; it there- 
fore leans towards persecution. 

Since writing the above^ I find an ArrStS has actually 
.been published at Lausanne^ in thepredse language which 
persecutors have uniformly adopted since Louis the Four-* 
teenth's revocation of the Edict of Nantes. It forbids all 
private rdigious meetings ; and directs magistrates to dis- 
solve such meetings by force. Every person found guilty 
of being present at these meetings is to be punished with 
fines> imprisonments^ Sec. — ^And is it in Switzerland; 
Switzerland^ the nurse of the Reformation ; Switzerland; 
the country of Zuingle, and (Ecolampadius^ and Beza ; 
Switzerland^ the last favourite refuge of religious li- 
berty in Europe^ that this has taken place ? 0> who can 
too strongly express his detestation of such intolerant and 
unchristian measures I For the calumniated persons^ who 
are the objects of it^ are acknowledged on all hands to 
be peaceable members of the Republic^ unexceptionable 
in their moral conduct^ and pious and devoted christians. 
What trifling faults they may have committed, or what 
«rrors even they may have fallen into, I do not know, 
nor will I trouble myself to inquire ; — ^it is enough for 
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me to know that mdi infinoities and foibles^ Bupposing 
them to exists are no palliation whateTer of the abomina* 
ble guilt of persecution. But so it is. The clergy^ when 
they refuse to accept of divine grace^ have always been 
the worst of enemies to real spiritual religion. All ex- 
perience declares this^ and especially the history of the 
sufibrings of Christ our Lord. 

I suljoin a copy of the Arrlte^ as a most curious docu- 
ment^ and a sad specimen of what a protestant gorem-*^ 
ment is capaUe of enacting. 

Le conseil ^itat du Canton de Vaud, 
Vu les rapports parvenus depuis quelques ann^es^ sor 
les prindpes et la conduite d'une nouvelle secte en ma- 
ti^re de rdligion^ vulgairement appel^e des Momiers^ qiu 
s'est introduite dans le Canton ; ainsi que sur les assem- 
blies ou r^mions de oette secte qui^ dans certains lieu^^ 
se tiennent aux memos heures que le service du culte 
public; 

Consid^rant que si I'autorit^ n'a pas \ s'occuper de ce 
qui conceme les opinions r^ligieuses des individus^ en 
tant qu'elles n'influent pas sur Tordre publique^ il est 
neanmoins de son devoir d'intervenir^ lorsque ces opinions 
te manifestent par des actes ext^rieures qui tendent k 
troubler cet ordre public ; 

Consid^rant que la nouvelle secte dont il s'agit, a 
donn^ lieu sur divers points du Canton ^ des d^sordres 
plus oil mcnns gr&ves, qui^ s'ils n'^taient anr^i^s dans leur 
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prend^ catise^ poiurraient avoir par kur d^veloppemeilt 
ult^rieur de fach^iuc resultats ; 

ConBid<6rant qiie ces se<;taires ont dedar6 par Tiiiter-* 
m^diairedeceux qui s*aniioncent comme leurs chefs oa 
directeuTs^ qu'ils se apparent de I'Egli^e Nationale et a^ 
rendoit independans des institations et ordonnancea qui 
la r^gissent^ pour former une Eglise nouvelle ; 

Consid^rant que les actes qui se font dans leurs as- 
semblies constituer aient ainsi une veritable culte^ Stranger 
k la religion de r^tat. 

Consid^rant que les prindpes^ erronh^s ou exager^i 
professes dans, les dites assemble et hautement avou^ 
aoit pfur les sectaires^ soit par ceux qui se pr^sentent 
comme leurs. Chefs^ sont ^bsolument subversifs de I'ordre 
social^ tant sous le point de vue de Tunion dans les fa- 
milies^ que«ous celui des, rapports qui d^rivent des in- 
stitutions dviles and rdigieuses; 

Consi^erant enfin que les dits sectaires se placent par 
leurs discourse leurs d-marches, et leurs actes de pro* 
selytisme^ dans un^tat d'aggression ouverte centre r£glise 
Nationale; 

Omlledepartement de I'lnterieur — ^Arret^. 

-Article 1. Les Assembles ci-dessus mentionn^ sonA 
express^meAt d^fe|idu^^,con^ne contraures kTordre publi^ 
et k la paix religieuse. 

Art 2. ]Liea<Juges de Paix st les Municipality sont 
sp^cialement charges de fair« dissoudre imm^diatement 
toute assemble ou reunion de ce ^nre^ et c^ par lea 
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Toof &ia que 1ft loiimet k leur dispositioii pour le mnintieii' 
de Tordre public. 

Les Jug^ de Pftzx et leffMuAicipaMt^s feronisons d^ 
rapport au Conseil d'Etat des m^sures qu'ils auront prises 
en execution d\i present aitiole/ et des cireonstanoes qid' 
auront provoqu^ ces mesures.* •■■ . . i 

Art. 3. Toute penonne r^unie k line de ces assembles 
prohib^es^ qui n'aura pas ob^i de suite k Fordre de se~ 
s^parer et sera convaincue' d-aTOir^ par sa r^stance^ mis' 
Tautorit^ dans le cas d'employer la force^ sera poursuivie 
pour etire punie conform^ment k rArtide 53 du Code 
Correctionel (t^is jours de prisons) sans prejudice de^ 
peines plus graves auxquelles les stdtei^ de cette v^siBtance 
pourraient donner lieu. 

Art. 4. Seront poursuivis pour tee punis conform^- 
ment k I'article 58 du Code Correctioiiel (600 livres 
d'amende ou dix ans de prisons) snirant le present de 
I'article 11 de la 1^ du 2 Juin 1810^ tons les individus 
dont les d^mardies tendraient a gagner des proselit^s a 
une secte oontraire k la paix reli^euse et a I'ordre public 
Tout individu qui foumirait un emplacement quelconque 
pour 7 tenir des assemblies prohib^^ sera envisage^ 
comme complice et poursuiyi comme tel. 

Art. 5. Seront ^galement poursuivis, pour ^tre punid 
des peines mentionn^es k Tartide pr^o^dent tons les in- 
dividus reconnus pour avoir provoqu^ ou dirig^ une as- 
semblee prohib^, ou pour avoir fonctionn^ en quality de 
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Chef on de Dueeteia ou de toute autre mani^ aem- 
blable. 

Art. 6, he present anH6 aera imprim^^ public et af- 
fich^. n sera tiansniiB aux Lieutenants du Conseils 
d'Etat, aux Jnges de Faix, et aux MunidpaHt^s idiaig6i 
de Teiller et de tenir la main i mm execution/* 

Donn^ aous le eoeau da Ccmaeil d'Etat k Lausanne 
le 15 Janvier, 1884. 
Suivent Um signaturei et le teeau. 

Thus is the Inquisition of Spain transferred to Pro- 
testant Switzerland^ and the noblest gift of the Befoorma- 
don^ liberty of public worship^ openly violated. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LETTER XL 

Lausanne, Tuesday Mornings 
Sept. 2d, 1823. 

MY DEAREST SISTER, 

Yesterday I was employed the 
whole morning in examining two chapters of 
the translation of Scott^ which I had brought 
with me from Geneva. I went over it, line by 
line, and word by word. It gave me satisfaction ; 
it is, so fi&r as I can judge, faithful, clear^ simple ; 
nothing is omitted, nothing changed. What I 
most want, is more steady competent labourers; 
there is still very, very much to be done before 
St. Matthew will be ready for the press. I 
am going off to-day to meet our friends at 
Geneva, about the work ; and then to proceed 
to Champuny. It is possible we may go on to 
Martigny and even Milan, and return by Lyon. 
The weather is most inviting. In going to the 

VOL. II. D 
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Cathedral yesterday, I found it was built on an 
extremely high hill; you first ascend a street 
exceedingly steep, and then you come to a 
staircase (in the street) of one hundred and 
seventy steps ; so that the church seems quite 
on a pinnacle ; the view it presents is of almost 
unequalled extent and sublimity. At one o'clock 
yesterday I visited a pious family, two or three 
miles from Lausanne. The situation in the 
midst of vineyards was most beautiful ; it com- 
manded a view of the Lake. I had a moat ai" 
fecting coaversation. with fiiem. The fiither, 
motiber, asters, all seem quite in earnest about 
their salvation. But unhappily they have few 
wise, enlightened guide& Too many of the 
ministers here, with much orthodoxy and sseal^ 
aie said to want that humble^ and practical 
knowledge of the Gospel, as a business of 
the heart; without which, they cannot direet 
others; and one very pons man (who has 
been silenced) has fallen into die dangeioiis 
error of always dwelling on the mysterioua 
doctrioe of the divine election, &c. ; so that 
the serious people are almost as sheep without 
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a shepherd. At Genem, however, things I am 
told are much worse* The decline in religi6n 
began there about eighty years back, when the 
subscription to the formulary of th^ Swi^ B^ 
formers — ^the noble and most scriptural HeU 
retic confession — was abolished; next, the Ca^ 
techism of Calvin was done away with ; lastly, 
a reglement was issued about Ai years since, 
drawn up with great caution, but plainly kn 
tended to prevent the mimsters from preaching 
explicitly «id fiiUy on the Divinity of Christy 
original sin,grace,andpredestination«-thelhree 
former of which articles contain the very sum and 
substance of the gospel. Thus, from being die 
flower of the Reformed Churches, CSteneva has 
fallen into die gulf of beism and Socinianictti. I 
have obtained a copy of the pamphlet publiidied 
by the friends of M. Gh*ard, the school^teanter 
at Friburg, giving an account of the whole •of 
hiB proceedings^ I wtefit laM ni^ tb se^ ti»e 
daughter of Sir Henry Blosset, who ^ed in Itie 
ftith of Chrtet) after having been only five 
weeks in India ! 
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Geneva^ Wednesday Mornings Jive dclock. — 
We had a delightful sail yesterday in the 
steam-boat. The only drawback on our pleap- 
sure was, that my dear Mrs. W. was not with us ; 
her health obliges her to remain tranquil during 
this our second mountain tour. I liave left 
her, however, in the best lodgings in all Lau-- 
sanne, with some kind friends as companions; 
and not in an inn as at Bern, where she knew 
no one. May God preserve her and us during 
the separation! The view of the banks of the 
Lake, as we sailed by, was exquisite, especially 
as the evening drew on. We passed the chll- 
teau of Frangins, where Joseph Buonaparte 
resided after his Spamsh usurpation. The 
Mont Blanc was visible above the mountains 
of Savoy, almost the whole way ; and at sunset 
it remained illuminated, or rather gilded, by 
the sun, full twenty minutes after every other 
mountain, was in the shade. Its height is not 
apparently greater than that of the Jungfrati 
Alp ; but its extent, size, Various ridges^ enor- 
mous platforms, &c. make it infinitely more 
majestic: it appears literally a region of ice 
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and snow. -At our landing, our kind fHends 
^ere waiting for us on the shore, and I had a 
conference with them for two hours. We met 
again this morning at seven for three hours. 
We are gradually arranging the plan of the 
publication of St. Matthew. I agreed to pro- 
vide a person to copy the MSS. fair for the 
printer; fixed January the first for the time 
when all should be ready for the press ; and 
promised to meet them again in about three 
weeks on my return from Chamouny. These 
Geneva firiends seem men of the deepest piety 
and sweetest spirit of love; I was delighted 
and edified. I forgot to say that our lodging- 
house at Lausanne is Maison Miliquet St. 
Pierre, premiere 6tage: it is quite worth re^ 
cording, in order to inform any friends who 
may be comipg to Lausanne. 

BormevUle^ 18 miles from Geneva, half-past 
two. — ^We are now in the duchy of Savoy, 
attached to the kingdom of Sardinia. The 
capital is Turin^ which we hope to see before 
we return. Our road has run through the 
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Tallej of the Arve. The eouatry has been 
sbgularly h^vnAM, something like the Talley 
of the Reu88^ only that the riyer Retws incoii»- 
parably surpasses the muddy, straggling, wao- 
dering Arvei whose shores are desolation itself* 
"Savoy is CatihoMc ; and negligent, indolent, and 
in many parts, too dirty. The vinesji instead 
0£ being regularly planted and supported with 
sticks in rows, are positively allowed to grow 
at random, in the most scrambling manner, on 
the ground, with potatoes or willows rising 
^rnong them. This small market town of Bocme- 
viUe has sdx hundred inhabitants^ Just be- 
fore I left Geneva, your parcel arrived from 
London. I had time to send it on to Lausaimie 
without a moment's delay* 

St. Martifiy near to SalUncke, 86 miles Jhm 
'Geneva, eight o'clock. — We have had a most 
charming drive. The valley of Cluse opened 
upcHi us about two leagues from Bonneville. 
Cluse (the Roman ClausBm, or Shut, because 
it appears to close up entirely the valley) is 
romadiiicatty sitiiated on the Ar?e, The etaggy 
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laountains are in contrast with the sweet fer- 
tility of the TaQey^ and vary so perpetually in 
tlieir outline, site, and appearance, that it la 
impossible for words to convey any adequate 
idea of them. Wonderful, indeed, are the 
"^orks of the great God ; impressed with the 
footsteps of his majesty, goodness, and gte^el 
At one particular spot, three small cannon 
were drawn up by some peasants and fired, to 
give us the pleasure of hearing the repeated 
echoof the mountains. Two things dis^eased 
us to4ay, one a natural, the other a moral de< 
feet — almost every second person here has a 
swollen neck; sometimes so as to distort the 
whole figure; it almost amounts to a goitre; 
children often have it : I conceive it must 
materially impede the poor in their labours — 
the other defect is, the lamentable misery and 
superstition of these parts. We actually saw 
on a cross, by the road- side, this notice, '^ Thd 
Archbishop of Chamberry and Bishop of Ge« 
neva grants forty days indulgence to all those 
who shall say before this cross, a pater, and 
an Ave*Maria, with an act of contrition, 18ij9.** 
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And yet this Bishop of Geneva ruled that fine 
canton till the' Reformation; and it was only 
in 1754^ that the Duke of Savoy relinquished 
his claims upon it. O what a blessing is deliver-^ 
ance from the monstrous domination and errors^ 
of the Church of Rome ! The Duke once made 
a base attempt to seize the town^ in 1604^ in 
the dead of the night, and during a profound 
peace: the heroism of the Swiss, however^ 
was not to be overcome ; and they repulsed the 
invaders. The river Arve, by which we have 
been travellings is a torrent springing in Savoy^ 
and pouring into the Rhone, near Geneva; it 
swells so suddenly at times, as to cover all the 
adjoiniiig fields, and do great mischief. 

ServoZf an the road to Chamotmy, 11 if clocks 
Thursday y Sept. 4.— We set off at eight this 
morning, after wretched beds, and a wretched 
breakfast ; but all has been repaid by the mag* 
nificent view we had of Mont Blanc in all ita 
splendour. The mass, or rather chain of Alps, 
bearing the general name of Mont Blanc, 
covered with perpetual snow, rose over the in* 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



LAKE OF CHEDE. 47 

tervening mountsdns.. The contrast between 
the rich verdure of the valley, the profusion 
of trees .on the hills, and the lovely meadows 
creeping up their sides by which we were 
passing, with the snowy terrors of the Alps 
inmiediately above, was really incredibly strik- 
ing. The outline of the fir-crowned mountains, 
in the near prospect, was surmounted with the 
snows of Mont Blanc^ apparently quite close ; 
so that it seemed impossible that we should 
be melting with heat, so hear to tremen- 
dous ice and cold. At one point, we had the 
small beautiful Lake of Ch^de at our feet; the 
gentle rising of its banks next presenting itself; 
then the verdant mountains ; and lastly, Mont 
Bltoc, of which the vast summits were beauti- 
iully reflected in the little Lake. Before we 
came withip view of this astonishing Alp, we 
stopped to visit a fine cascade at Ch^de village ; 
the torrent falls altogether above one hundred 
feet ; but it is divided into five different branches 
or beds, which the stream has worked for 
itself. It was very curious to see the beau- 
tiAil Tainbow, as early as nine in the mornings 
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formed by the spray, and which, from the point 
where we stood, was nearly an entire circle, 
beginning on the spray upon the grass on one 
side, continuing over the torrent, and then re- 
turning to the grass almost under our feet on 
the other. But I can think of nothing but 
Mont Blanc ; it so much surpasses all my ex- 
pectations. When my companion was here 
four years ago, the day was wet, and he 
saw nothing; the day now k superb^ and we 
see every thing. The very village where we 
now are is romantic beyond description* I am 
sitting at the door of the inn, writing on a 
rough wooden table which shakes at every 
movement of my hand — the village church 
just in view — a few scattered houses around it 
— three noble mountains guarding it behind, 
on which some fine clouds are just resting*-^ 
fruitfulness apparent all around — whilst com- 
pany are driving up to the village, on the same 
arrand with ourselves; and the sun from be- 
hind the mountains is casting alternate light 
and shade on the prospect. We only want a 
heart constandy raised up to our God and 
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Ssmovat, and seeing him ia every work of his 
goodness and power, to comfdete the duty and 
pleasure of such a scene of wonders! — But 
dinner calls me off* 

Chamowiy, seven o'clock, Thursday Evening, 
S4 milea from &. MariirCs. — After leaving 
S^rvoz^ we soon entered the valley of ChA- 
mcmny, which, fifty or sixty years ago, had 
never been heard of, but which the ascent of 
Mont Blanc by De Saussure, in 1786, brought 
into notice. The reputation of the valley, and 
the conveniences prepared for travellers, have 
been increasing ever since ; so that we have 
found one of the best inns in Switzeriand. At 
die entrance of the valley is a monument 
erected to a naturalist, who fell down a crevice, 
a few years since, by neglecting his guide, and 
was lost A lad with a trumpet astonished us 
at a particular part ^ the road, with the echo 
which the Alps returned at every blast. About 
a league &om Chamoony, we came to the smaU 
village of Bossons, above which is a most noble 
glacier, so situated, that travellers are able to 
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cross over it. We ascended the contiguous 
mountsdn, excessively «teep, about two thou- 
sand five hundred feet. We then passed over 
the heap of loose stones cast up by the laat 
^boulement which lay between us and the gla- 
cier^ and thus came on the soUd mass of ice 
and frozen snow. There was only one great 
fissure, which it was terrible to look down; 
and ati the bottom of which roared a torrent 
of water ; all the surface of the glacier was 
sUppery, from the heat of the sun upon it. 
It was cold as December. The scene was 
very fine. After making our way across^ we 
had a much more difficult heap, or rather 
ruin of stones and loose rocks, first to ascend 
and then to descend, before we could find th^ 
path which led again to Bossons. Part of 
the Toad which we took was that by which De 
Saussure, with his eighteen guides, ascended, 
in 1786. Indeed, we may be said to have 
been at the foot of Mont Blanc all the after- 
noon* I see one of its summits (fifteen thousand 
five hundred feet) at this moment firom my 
<;hamber-window. On a ridge of the Alp, per- 
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haps a thousand, feet above me, a fire is just 
now lighted as a sign of rejoicing, thatno animal 
had been lost during the day in driving down 
for the winter. Almost the first person I saw 
in the inn was a fiiend from England, who 
three years ago ascended Mont Blanc, in a 
company of sixteen. They reached the grand 
plateau of the Alp (thirteen thousand five hun« 
dred feet), the fourth day, after incredible 
fatigues, from rain, snow, cold, and the hard 
rocks, with only a covering of leather. They 
were obliged to send down two guides, the 
second day, for food. On this vast pkteau, 
or ledge, they found an immense quantity 
of fresh fallen snow, not frozen; it was ex- 
tremely laborious to walk on, their feet sunk 
so deep ; stiU none of the guides apprehended 
danger. But on a sudden the whole field of 
snow on which they were walking gave way, 
and overwhelmed the unfortunate travellers; 
they Were covered, rolled along, borne away 
by the enormous avalanche. The snow lodged 
in the next fissure or crevasse, which it me tin 
its descent. Three guides unhappily perished; 
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the other thirteen persons extrieated them-^ 
selves with infinite difficulty, or rather were 
preserved by the m^cy of God. Still pensons 
are frequently ascending. Si^ guides went up 
with a single Englishman the day before yes- 
terday ; and some friends have been all to^a^ 
watching them from the inn, with a telescope : 
they are expected down to-night. 

Friday Mornings ha^-^mt six^ chalet on 
Mantanvertf S^lSOJeet above Shamouny, — We 
were called this morning at half*past three^ 
and started at half-past four, for the Jardin 
on the Mer de Glace, in a party of thirteen ; 
a guide and mule for each, with boys, &e. 
We have been ascending two hours in foarfuk 
cold -and wind, on a road steep beyond de« 
scription, three leagues long, amidst- the ruins^ 
of fallen trees and rocks. Thermometer 58^. 

TmJm (fchch^ Couvertle^ Met de Glace.^^ 
I am writing on a spot, where, perhaps, never 
man wrote before, and whence I cait sc^^cely 
look around me without terror. We have been 
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walking and climbing/ for five hoursy ten or 
fifteen miles up hills and mountains of ice, 
snow, and impenetrable rocks, amidst chasms 
and torrents hundreds of feet deep. I am now 
on the heights of the Mer de Glace, nine thou- 
sand two hundred feet above the sea, seated 
en the ground, with my letter before me, my 
.pocket ink-horn, a rock for my writing-table, 
and my small pocket-book placed under my 
paper, to keep it a little steady. We have 
been surmounting immense fatigue and danger, 
ever since we left the chalet at seven. All 
other difficulties are nothing compared with 
those which surround us; and we have a 
descent of seven hours, not a little dangerous, 
to make, before we reach our inn. Still the 
extraordinary magnificence of the scene above, 
below, around us, when one can calmly look at 
it, seems to recompense us for every thing. 
If we get back alive, however, one thing I can 
venture to affirm, that the fatigue and terror 
are such as to pvevent our ever coming up 
again. 
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Chamouny^ Eight in the jETv^mwg^.— Thank * 
God we have all returned safe* Xiet me now 
give you some notion of the day^s journey. 
We were fourteen hours and a half on the 
road, and went forty miles; ten miles on 
mules, and thirty on foot ; which thirty, were 
in a perpetual course of ascents, descents, 
sliding and jumping. After leaving the chalet 
on Montanvert, in the morning at seven, 
we descended and crossed the eboulement or 
vast heap of granite and sand, which inter- 
vened between that and the glacier. The path 
was frequently on the surface of a shelving 
rock of slate, three inches tside, with a pre- 
cipice at our feet. When we came to the 
glacier, or Mer de Glace itself, we had new 
di£Scuities of every kind to surmount; and 
in the course of our progress three vast ^boule- 
ments to cUmb over. When we reached the 
summit of the mountain, which is called the 
Couvercle, about noon (nine thousand two 
hundred feet), we were so exhausted with 
heat and fatigue, that we threw ourselves 
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on the scanty grass growing on the rock, as if 
we were dead. After an hour and a halfs 
resty and a dinner on the provisions carried for 
us by the guides, we set off on our return* 
Nothing can describe the day's journey; the 
simple fact of walking thirty miles on ice and 
rock, with declivities, crevices, gulfs, ice- 
torrents, &c. seems sufficiently terrific, but 
conveys no idea of the real scene. Enough^ 
however, of our fatigues. Now, to give you 
some idea of the Mer de Glace. It is an 
enormous glacier, forty-five miles long, and 
two wide, and rising to an inaccessible height 
(we only ascended the point commanding the 
finest view), it gave me the idea of a sea in a 
storm, suddenly frozen or choked with snow 
and ice. We saw nothing but congealed 
waves, or rather mountains of firozen water. 
The ice is not clear and smooth, but mixed 
with sand and stones, and on the sur&ce al« 
temately melted and re-frozen every twenty^ 
four hours. In all this sea, changes are con- 
tinually taking place, from the causes I assigned 
in a former letter: — a single day'js» rain -or 

VOL. II. £ 
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snow alters infallibly a variety of places. The 
most fearful things are the fentes, crevices, or 
fissures, some fifty feet wide, others just begin- 
ning to form themselves; others like a well, 
three or four hundred feet deep, with an im- 
petuous torrent pouring down them, and work- 
ing like a mill at the bottom; together with 
thousands of rivulets formed by the summer'*s 
sun on the surface. As the masses of ice 
descend, the superincumbent rocks and stones 
descend with them. These are gradually car- 
ried along; some travel fiye hundred feet 
down the immense glacier in a single year. 
The foot of the Mer de Glace is in the valley 
of Chamoux^, whence the river Arveiron flows, 
which joins itself with the Arve, and pours 
into the Rhone, near Geneva. To travel on 
(Ms sea of wonders was in itself dangerous 
enough — a mngle inadvertent step might have 
been fittal-— the extraordinary skill and expe- 
rience of the guides, however (for each person 
has his own separate one), make accidents 
extremely rare. The scenes which we wit- 
nessed were transporting. The deep axure 
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of the sky in one of the finest days ever seeii; 
the vast region of ice which the sun gilded 
with his rays, and the panorama of snow-clad 
Alps, rising stupendously all around, was inde- 
scribable* It made us forget ourselves^ and 
our fatigues. In three spots I sat down, lost 
in admiration, and made my guide tell me all 
the names of Ae Alps around me ; I give the 
names as accurately as my ear could catdi 
them; 1st, Characoux; Sd, Grrapon; 8d,Mo&t 
Blanc ; 4th, Le G6ant ; 6th, Tamla ; 6tb, Grand 
Jorasse; 7th, Petit Jorasse; 8th, Le Sehon; 
9th, Les Courts; 10th, Aiguilles Rouges; 
11th, 6emm6 Yerd; ISth, Le Moine; 18th, 
Aiguille de Dru; 14th, La Flechidre; 15th, 
Le Brevent. I just add, that the guides here 
are respectable, well-informed men; mine is 
called The Bird, L'Oiseau. He has been thirty- 
eight years a guide. The most respectable 
Swiss writers correspond widi them. They 
speak very good French — the language of 
Chamouny is a patois. There are forty of 
them at Chamouny, and seventy mules. Every 
thing is regulated by the government, even- to 

e2 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



58 T£TE NOIBE. 

the 4>rder in which the guides go out. Chamouny 
contains near, fifty hamlets, three churches^ 
and three thousand souls. The day has been 
heautifiil— not a cloud. And now may God fill 
my heart with praise for his worlds, gratitude 
for preserration, and a humble desire to see 
his love^ his majesty, hia providence, his 
power in all things. Chamouny, I must say, 
deserves all its popularity ; two thousand two 
hundred and fifty visitors came to it last- year ; 
out of whom forty only went to the end of the 
Mer ,de Glace ; which is some commendation 
of our courage, but, perhaps, not of our pru- 
dence, at least so far as I am concerned. 

Trient, Canton of Falais, Switzerland, three 
(f clock J Saturday Afiemoon. — ^We set off this 
morning, twenty minutes before niiie, and have 
been six hours and ten minutes coming eighteen 
miles. We have passed through the valleys 
of Chamouny, Val Valorsine, Chatelet, where 
Switzerland and Savoy divide; and Trient, 
where we now are. Often as I have expressed 
my astonishment at the variety of Swiss and 
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Savoy sceiaery, I must again repeat the same 
language. Cca^tainly nothing can exceed the 
surprise we have felt all this morning. We 
have crossed a barrier, called La Tete Noire } 
and all the way, especially in passing the moun-r 
tains, there has beep nothing but wonders* 
Valleys sowed, as it were, with the fragments 
of falleh rocks ; villages of romantic beauty, 
and of architecture the most rude ; noble firs 
crowning the mountain sides ; several glaciers 
descending in the ravines from the common 
source of the Mer de Glace ; the path now 
sinking into the deepest valley, now rising 
into a frightful precipice, sometimes leading by 
rude stairs of rocks, at other times by torrents 
and sand ; the whole way diversified with the 
ruins of falling firs, the effects of the tremen- 
dous storms of the winters, so as at places to 
obstruct the path; lastly, the torrent of the 
Trient rolling along to disgorge itself into the 
Rhone, whilst the alternate succession of bar- 
ren scenery and cultivated meadows, like mo- 
saic-work, in the valley and up the side of 
mountains, completed the picture. But words 
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fail, i^hen they are attempting to describe Swit- 
zerland. One applies nearly the same terms 
to the valley of the Reuss, the Hoellenthal, the 
Valley of Moiitiers, the Ch^de, and the yalleys 
seen to-day ; and yet they are all widely dif- 
ferent from each other; and each utterly in* 
conceiyable, except to one who has visited them 
for himself. We saw a cave formed in an 
enormous rock on the Tete Noire, and an in- 
scription to commemorate the passage of Lords 
Guildford and Porchester, May 10th, 18S1. 
In the cottages we observed the walls enor- 
mously thick, so that the windows seemed like 
the port-holes of a fortification. 

Saturday Evenings hatf-fost siw.'^We are 
just arrived at Martigny, in the Valais, twenty* 
seven miles from Chamouny. 

D.W. 
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Martigny, Bos ValaU, SwUxerlandy 
Saturday Night, Sept. 6, 1823. 

HY DEAR SISTER, 

I WAS quite mortified in send- 
ing you my last letter; it was written in 
such inexpressible hurries^ and seemed to me, 
when I read it over, so sadly unconnected 
and incomplete ! Indeed, this has been more, 
or less the case with all my letters. I know, 
however, your love will excuse defects. I be- 
lieve I did not tell you that the points of the 
Mer de Glace which we went to visit were the 
Couverde and the Jardin, or garden. The 
Couvercle is an immensely high rock, to which 
you have no access but by crossing the sea of 
ice, as we did, and which, from its height and 
position, commands an imbroken view of Mont 
BliliiQ and eleven other Alps. From the Cou-. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



62 ASCENT OF MONT BLANC. 

vercle there is a twenty minutes^ walk to the 
Jardin^ which is a rock rising above the Mer de 
Glace, and covered in the summer with verdure 
and flowers. This Jardin we did not reach : 
I really was overdone. There are eighteen 
immense Glaciers, formed from the Mer de 
Glace, in different ravines, and thirty smaller 
ones. The English gentleman, whom I re- 
ported as having ascended Mont Blanc, re- 
turned safely: he accompli^hetl the task in 
thirty-seven hours; but his fatigue was sa 
great, that he was at last literally obliged to 
be pushed up by the guides. At the summit, 
a tremendous storm of snow and wind had 
nearly carried them all away; he remained 
there only five minutes, and could scarcely see 
any thing. His object was not scientific ; but 
simply pleasure or curiosity : he had made no 
preparation, had no instruments with him, and 
was unaccompanied by a single friend. My 
old guide (who went up with De Saussure in 
1786, and was named by him L'Oiseau) tells me 
the accident which occurred on Mont Blanc, 
as I have already mentioned, in 18@0, arose, 
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as he thinks, very much from the youth and 
inexperience of the guides : a whole day's rain 
and snow fell whilst the party was ascending^ 
and made the peril of an avalanche almost 
certain. The oldest guide now at Chamouny is 
Balma, aged seventy-six, named, hy De Saus- 
sure, " Mont Blanc." My friend and fellow- 
traveller's guide was the son of the Syndic, or 
chief magistrate, of the village, which said 
Syndic we met, with a scythe on his shoulder 
going to mow, as we ascended Montanvert, 
The guides have seven, eight, or ten francs 
a day: those who go up Mont Blanc thirty or 
forty francs a day, and sometimes much more. 
They also rear and keep the mules,' which are 
worth twenty or twenty-four Louis each (from 
nineteen to twenty-three pounds). In fact, the 
whole apparatus of Chamouny is unequalled : 
there are twenty-four porters, for carrying 
ladies only. I suppose, during a good summer 
of five months, a guide may get eight or 
nine hundred fi*ancs (about thirty-six pounds), 
besides his food ; some much more. In our 
journey to-day tp Martigny, we observed per^ 
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petual fragments of rocks scattered every where 
in the fields, so that the farmers collect them 
in great heaps in order that the grass may 
have room to grow on the rest of the land — 
they also make walls of them for hedges, ten 
or twelve feet thid^* When we left Trient, at 
four o^clock, we began to ascend the mountaui 
Forclaz, from the smnmit of which, and in the 
descent, the view of the Valais (an immense 
valley, eighty miles long, reaching from Geneva 
to Brieg) was most enchanting: — the plain 
with all its varied beauties — the Rhone rushing 
through it — the Alps of the Oberland girding 
it all around— illuminated with the afternoon's 
sun — nothing could be more exquisite. Mar- 
tigny, where I now am writing, is a ismall town, 
one thousand four hundred and eighty feet 
above the sea (Chamouny is three thousand 
one hundred and fifty). In the time of the 
Romans, it was called Octodurum. On de« 
scending to it we had to cross the deyastations 
of the year 1818, which quite sadden my mind 
when I think of them. The melancholy story 
resembles that of Goldau, except that the loss of 
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lives was not so considerable. The river Dranse, 
rushing down the mountains^ about eighteen 
miles from Martigny, became first obstructed, 
and then stopped in its course^ in the valley of 
Bagues, by the falling of masses of ice from 
the Glacier of Getroz. A lake was gradually 
formed^ thirteen thousand feet long, and from 
one to seven hundred feet wide. The mean 
depth If as two hundred; and the whole mass 
of water eight hundred millions cubic feet. 
The country was alarmed ; a tunnel, or gallery, 
was cut through the barrier of ice, to facilitate 
the escape of the river by its usual channel. 
The lake was actually reduced forty-five feet ; 
but this was not sufficient to prevent the cala* 
mity. For on the 17th June, 1818, the waters 
burst in a moment, without the least warning, 
through the barrier of ice, and rushed forth with 
suchfiiry,that in one hour they had reached Mar- 
%ny, eighteen miles. The torrent destroyed 
fifty-two houses at Champsee^ and overwhelmed 
a surprising number of fields, houses, barns, 
manufactories, &c. at Bagues and Martigny; 
all was swallowed up in an instant. An entire 
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foarest was rooted up by it; and damage done 
to the amount of one million one hundred 
and nine thousand seven hundred and sixty 
francs of Switzerland, about two hundred thou-t 
sand pounds English. O^ how instantaneous, 
as well as awfiil, are the judgments of God ! 
What an uncertain, treacherous scene is thi^ 
passing world ! And what deductions do such 
events make from the pleasures of a residence 
in this Country, however enchanting in many 
respects !— But I must conclude for to-night ; 
it is past eleven, and I have been travellingjiard 
for two days. I sent off a letter this evening 
to Lausanne, which one of my dear sons has 
been writing to his mother in the course of 
the week. On Tuesday we hope to hear from 
her. 

Martigny^ Sundayy eleven d^clock, — ^Again in 
a Catholic town, with not a single Protestant^ 
as I am told. This, my twelfth Sunday, is 
distressing to my mind. We have been to the 
Catholic church (for there is no other), and 
heard a sermon in French ; for French is. the 
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language all through the Valais. As we en- 
tered the churchyard, we saw a priest uttering 
some prayers, and then sprinkling water on 
the people who were kneeUng around. On 
coming into the churdi itself, we found it 
-crowded with people. I asked a lady to lend 
me a Prayer-book ; but she could not tell me, 
nor could I find out, where the priest was read- 
ing : one thing I suspect, that but few in the 
church could understand a word of the prayers 
— indeed intelligent worship seemed no part of 
the .object for which the congregation was as«- 
sembled. The niusic undoubtedly was beautiful. 
After half an hour, the priest gave notice that 
the Pope was dead, and exhorted the people to 
pray for his soul, and to beg of God to grant 
him a worthy successor. He then read notices 
of Saints' days, and of the Nativity of the 
Virgin Mary, which fidls to-morrow. Next, 
another priest, the prior, I believe, of the 
parish,, ascended the pulpit, and delivered a 
sermon on our Lord's words, ** Render unto 
Ccesar the things which are Csesar^s,^ and unto 
God the thmgs that are God's.^ His subject 
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was, Restitution. After his introduction, I was 
surprised to observe, that he not only paused and 
kneeled solemnly down in the pulpit himseU^ but 
that the whole congregation knelt down also, in 
secret prayer to God by the intercession of 
die Virgin Mary. It was peculiarly impres- 
siTe, I assure you, and what I never saw be- 
£>re. The sermon was admirable, as an abs- 
tract explication of the particular duty of Re* 
stitution, chiefly drawn from Chrysostom and 
Augustine. There was a degree of talent, a 
force, an acumen, a dignity in all the prei|pher 
said which arrested attention. The whole made 
a powerful impression. I saw some country- 
women who stood near me in the aisle, posi- 
tively quake for fear. Still it was undoubtedly 
defective, and even unscriptural, as the in- 
struction of a Christian divine — there was not 
a word as to the way of obtaining pardon for 
our breaches of tiiis duty ; nor a word of the 
grace of the Holy Spirit as necessary to assist 
us to keep it for the future ; nor a word of the 
corruption of the heart, as the spring of all 
sin and evil. Nay, he plainly said, that good 
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works, that is, the performance of this and 
other moral duties, would save us. When the 
sermon was over, I left the church, and was sur- 
prised to find that the churchyard was filled widi 
people, kneeling or sitting, apparently very 
devout, though they could neither hear nor 
see any thing. But this is only the fairest side 
of poi)ery ; if you go through the whole system, 
you will find that superstition too much fills up 
the place of Scriptural Christianity ; and that 
Jesus Christ is almost unknown in his holy 
salvation from sin and guilt Even what is 
true in Popery is spoiled by the manner in 
which it is disfigured or curtailed; for in- 
stance, the people are not taught the ten com- 
mandments as we have them in the Bible; but 
an abridgment, in which the second, that is, 
the commandment against idolatry and image- 
worship, is positively left out, and the tenth 
divided into two; and to which is appended 
what are caBed the commandments of the 
chufch, seven, I diink, in number, which are 
given in die same form, and with the same 
•olemnity as those of the decalogue. Tht 
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whole foundation of what the priests teach is thus 
not the authority of the inspired revektion of 
God, hut the authority of the church — they 
'' teach for doctrines the commandments of 
men.^ Then only consider some of the incre- 
dible errors and superstitions, which they affix 
to real Christianity — ^pilgrimages, traditions^ 
prayers for the dead, veneration of relics, in* 
tercession of Saints, indulgences, jdispensations, 
pretended miracles, purgatory, thc/ sacrifice of 
the mass, transubstantiation, the denial of the 
cup to the laity, penances, auricular confession, 
image-worship, celibacy of the clergy, monastic 
vows, infallibility of general councils, supre* 
macy of the Pope, implicit submission to the 
church, lost estate of heretics, prayers in an 
unknown tongue, tyranny over the conscience, 
virtual prohibition of the Bible. Such is Popery 
in itself, though many individual Roman Catho- 
lics are pious and simple-hearted Christians. 
But amidst all these corruptions nothing seems 
tome so flagrantly unscriptural as the adoration 
of the image of the Virgin, and die trust reposed 
in her by the great mass of the people. I couk 
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ceive this idolatry to be just as displeasing in 
the sight of God as that of the Queen of heaven 
so vehemently reprobated by the prophet Jere- 
miah^ pr the worship of the Pagans before their 
idols, which St. Paul and the other apostles so 
indignantly condemned*. O, may the time be 
hastened when these fatal errors shall cease, and 
Christ alone be again acknowledged to be Lord 
by all Christians! And O, that Protestants 
would walk in the blessed light they enjoy, and 
not sink, in avoiding Popery, into the worse 
gulfs of indifierence, scepticism, and infidelity 
— the divisions and irreligion of professed 
Protestants are the scandal of Christendom. 
May the blessed Spirit descend upon the uni* 
versal church once more, and dispel Popish 
and Sceptical darkness, as he once did Jewish 
and Pagan! All we want is His inspiration 
and His BooL Send the Bible, we pray thee, 
P Lord, into every family, and attend it with 
thy sacred influences ; and then truth and holi- 
ness will again flourish in the earth, the in- 

• See Jer. xliv. and Acts of Apostles passim. 
. VOL. H. P 
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Tendons of men die away, and charity become 
the bond of peace amongst thy disciples ! So 
far as I recollect, this is the first Sunday where 
I have found no church of any kind except the 
Catholic ; as it is certainly the first time I ha.Te 
hearda French Catholic preacher. OntheGrim- 
sel there was no church at all ; but every where 
else I have found some Protestant service, and 
attended it, though in German. In this town 
there is possibly not a creature who ever read 
the Bible — ^a large proportion of the people 
would not know what I meant by that sacred 
Book — ^many would have even no idea that Grod 
has given an infallible written Revelation of His 
will to man for his guidance and salvation. 

Sunday f two o'clock. — We have just had our 
English divine service ; never did the prayers 
of our Church appear to me more scriptural 
and more edifying, nor the Psalms and lessOns 
more consoling and instructive than after having 
witnessed the Popish ceremonies. I expounded 
Luke xiii. 1 — 5. 

LyddMy Canton of Valais^ Monday Morning, 
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Sept. 8, eleoen o'clock. — At half past three this 
monung our guide catne to call me. But the 
weather was dull; and we were so long de- 
liherating whether to set out or not, that it was 
a quarter to six before we were on our mules. 
We hare now gone sixteen miles on the way 
to the celebrated Hospice of the Great St Ber- 
nard. Our road has been through the Valley 
of Entremont. For the first few miles we were 
passing over the desolations occasioned by the 
bursting of the Dranse. It really reminded 
me of the universal deluge, when God swept 
away every living thing from the face of the 
earth. It was melancholy to see the Valley, 
once so lovely, now choked and covered with 
masses of rocks and heaps of sand. It has 
been actuaUy necessary to make a new road in 
many places, and in one spot to cut a galleiy 
or tunnel, about one hundred and fifty ftet 
long, through the granite rock. It is said, that 
above fifty persons perished in that calamity. 
As we were going through the village of Or- 
sieres we heard voices singing in the church, 
and, on entering, found it crowded with people 

f2 
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— ^it is the Nativity qf thie Virgin Mafy^ who 
is, as I have often said, the chief object of the 
Papist's devotion. All along the road the people 
are going or returning from mass in crowds. In 
Lyddes, where we now are, the mass being 
over, the street is filled with idle folks. It is 
curious, that all the men in these villages have 
coats of the same colour, a snuff brown, with 
large cocked military hats. If the men in 
these towns were taught to labour, to improve 
their roads, repair their hedges, and cultivate 
their land, instead of praying to the Virgin 
Mary ; and if the women would mend their 
clothes and wash their children, and keep .their 
houses tidy, instead of making caps and petti- 
coats for the same lady, we Protestants cannAt 
but think they would be better employed than 
they now are. But every great departure fi^om 
truth is attended with accumulated evils in one 
way or other. I forgot to tell you, that aj; 
Martigny we saw a celebrated tower, built by 
the Romans (for Caesar was at Octodunim); 
a beautiful cascade, called the Pisse-Vache, and 
the faU of the Trient into the Rhone, by a 
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crevice or fente between two rocks, so narrow 
as scarcely to admit of the stream to pass. I have 
been much delighted here (Lyddes) with a re* 
ligious admonition on the subject of eternity, 
printed in large letters, on a folio sheet, and 
hung up in the salle-^manger ; a similar paper 
is placed in every house in the parish : it quite 
relieves my mind to see some one great truth 
of Christianity plainly taught, and without su* 
perstition. I have obtained a copy, from which 
I give one extract — " Understand well the force 
of these words — a God — a moment — an eter- 
nity ; a God who sees thee ; a moment which 
flies; an eternity which awaits you: — a God 
whom you serve so ill ; a moment of which you 
so little profit ; an eternity which you hazard 
so rashly.^ I dwell with pleasure on this paper* 
because after what I have been just observing, 
these are the things which moderate one^s de- 
pression, and teach one charity towards the 
persons of individual Catholics. They lead us 
to hope that there are in the Church of Rome 
numbers of humble and contrite disciples of the 
lowly .Jei^us, who substantially understand and 
fieel the awakening truths of Christianity, who 
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pot all their confidence for salyation in the 
atoning blood of their Saviour^ and who are 
guided by His Spirit in the paths of true 
obedience— these '' do not worship the beast^ 
neither his image^ neither receive his mark 
upon their foreheads or in their band&^ Rev. 
XX. 4 

Hospice au Grand Si. Bernard^ Monday 
Evening, SepU 8, eight d'clock.'^^We arriyed 
here about five, after a journey of eleyen hours 
— ^twenty-eight miles. The Toad became more 
and more wild as we ascended, till at last all 
▼egetation seemed to have ceased. We are 
now at the celebrated religious Hospice of die 
monks of St. Augustin, eigh^ thousand three 
hundred and fourteen feet above the sea — ^the 
highest inhabited spot in Europe. It was 
founded in die eleventh century by St. Bernard 
de Manthe^ a gentleman of Savoy. It is on 
the high Alps which separate Le Valais from 
Piedmont; and it was, before the Simplon and 
Mount Cenis' roads were made by Bonaparte, 
one of the greatest passages between Switzser* 
l^nd and Italy. It is still -a very considerable 
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thoroughfare, especially for the poor Pied- 
montese, who cross every spring to Switzer- 
knd and France for employ. This Hospice 
has twelve monks, and six domestics, constantly 
resident to receive the poor without payment, 
and succour the distressed traveller. To this 
end, the domestics go out almost every morn- 
ing during the winter, on different routes, to 
search for travellers who may have lost their 
way. They take with them dogs of a Spanish 
breed, called the St. Bernard dogs, very large 
and powerful, who have a sagacity so unerring, 
tiiat they follow the tracks, though covered with 
eight feet of snow. They go before the do- 
mestics, clearing a patii witii their heads and 
feet; and as soon as a traveller is near, they in^ 
variably smell him out, and lead the servant to 
him. The domestic is furnished with bread and 
wine ; and sometimesadog issentDut alone, with 
a basket tied to his neck, containing these ne- 
cessaries. The number of lives saved is in- 
credible. Last winter an old man was found 
quite frozen, whcMn they restored to life. Two 
oilier men had been carried away by an ava* 
lanche k^ snow, and would undoubtedly have 
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perished but for the Hospice. One single dog 
has saved the lives of five persons ; his name 
is Jupiter ; there are four others^ named Lion, 
Turk, Pallas, and Castor: We had them called 
to us, that we might caress them, for they are 
good-natured and generous animals. In the 
course of last year twelve thousand travellers 
passed some time at the Hospice. Last night 
there were four or five hundred persons who 
slept here. It was a double festival. The snow 
falls almost all the year ; it freezes commonly 
in the morning, even during the height of sum- 
mer ; and the lake behind the house is frequently 
frozen over throughout the year. This after- 
noon the thermometer was 44 ; whilst yesterday 
at Martigny it was nearly 80. Close to the 
Hospice was formerly a Roman temple, dedi- 
cated to Jupiter ; on the site of which various 
antiquities are continually found. When we 
first arrived, a monk, in a loose habit of black, 
buttoned down close in front, with a black cap, 
l^eeeived us, and showed us first into the dining- 
room, and then to our chambers. Soon after 
another monk walked out with us, and pointed 
out the chief beauties around. At one place he 
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showed us the division between Switzerland 
and Italy; and I trod at the same time on 
both countries. He bid us mark several spots 
where the dogs had discovered frozen tra- 
vellers^ and had been the means of saving 
them : one he particularly pointed out, where 
they had discovered a peasant's family perish- 
ing in the snow; upon which one of these 
noble animals had contrived to take up an 
infant, and place it on its biack, and then 
hastened to the Hospice, to fetch perisK)ns' 
who might rescue the unhappy parents. The 
story affected us almost to tears. It is not 
only the frost and snow which create the 
danger, but the dreadful storms of wind, which 
come on quite unexpectedly, and carry away 
the traveller. To support their expenses, 
the monks in the summer entertain visitors, 
who make presents to the institution. Last 
Wednesday, forty strangers, mostly English^ 
breakfasted here. At seven^o'clock this eve- 
ning the bell rang, and we were ushered 
kito the salle-a-manger. All the monks were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



80 PA8SAQE OF BONAPARTE. 

present Latin prayers were said. The monks 
each took one or two of us between them; and 
an excellent supper was served up. The con- 
versation was most friendly and agreeable. I 
was placed next the Provost. I conceived that 
our hosts might be men of some theological 
learning, and turned the conversation to the 
subject of religion, and to the doctrine of Au* 
gustihe, the founder of their order. I could 
not discover, however, that they were much 
read on these questions. Practical, solid be- 
nevolence seems the only business of their 
lives. A monk, however, on the other side of 
the table, began to talk with me on the French 
preachers, and the striking Sermons of Bry- 
dayne, just published. He agreed with me 
in admiring the fine, affecting appeals, which 
abound in this writer. The Provost told me, 
that in the year 1800, Bonaparte passed the 
Ghreat St. Bernard. He had sent over sixty 
thousand men Arom France to Italy, who were 
three weeks in crossing. He came himself after- 
Wftrds on a mule, for which he gave thirty louis 
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at Martigny; it stumbled on the way, and, 
but for the guide catching him in his arms, 
he would have fallen down the precipice. He 
afterwards rewarded the man for his prompt^ 
ness« who was known ever after in the village 
by the name of Bonaparte. Napoleon staid 
Jtwo hour? and a half at the Hospice ; he was 
dark and thoughtful; said only a few words; 
ate of the provisions he had brought with him ; 
accepted a little of their wine ; appeared lost 
in silence ; asked if they knew the strength of 
a neighbouring fort ; went down to Italy, and 
fought the battle of Marengo ! He treated the 
convent as well as he could ; but the monks 
lost every thing during the war, even to their 
linen axA furniture. After supper, Latin grace 
was again said; the Provost beginning, and 
the other monks making responses. We ye- 
tired to our rooms directly after supper. I 
conceive there are few institutions so valuable, 
in a humane point of view, as this. It is 
painful to think, that isome impostors went 
about Europe a few years since collecting 
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alms, as they pretended, for the Hospice. 
They came to England, and were at Oxford. 
They were Piedmontese. Efforts were made 
by many benevolent persons to raise subscrip- 
tions for them; but the fraud was at length 
detected. The Provost requested us to state, 
that the Hospice never collects contributions, 
except in their own country, Switzerland. I 
jUst add, that a regular journal of the state of 
the weather at the Hospice, with the principal 
events that occur, and especially the lives 
isaved, is published once a month in one . of 
the periodical works at Geneva, I think the 
/^ Bibliotheque Universelle." It is generally 
observed, that when the thermometer is 6^^ at 
Geneva, it is 82^ here. But I must hurry to^ 
bed. O that my dear Ann and Elizsi could 
have been here ! My sweet little girl would 
have so liked to have seen these fine dogs, 
which are almost as large as heifers, and live 
upon a sour sort of soup, made on purpose 
for them ; their fame is spread throughout the 
world, and pictures of them are multiplied. 
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One of theniy who saved twelve or thirteen 
persons, was stuffed after his death, and is now 
at Bern ♦. 

LyddeSi half-past twelve^ Tuesday Morning. 
— We had a simple breakfast provided for us 
this morning by the monks at St Bernard. 
We visited the chapel, which is neat and com- 
;modious, and my friend and I between us, 
dropped, with delight, five louis d'or in the 
poor^s box. The Hospice itself was built in 
1550, and has been enlarged several times. 
The walls are enormously thick ; the ground- 
floor is all arched ; and the walls are strengthr 
ened by strong buttresses on the side of the 
Lake. In the chapel is a monument erected 
to the memory of Dessaix, by Bonaparte. Our 
chambers were convenient — the furniture old 
—the beds good — the windows with double 
glass sashes; crucifixes in the rooms. The 
Provost, or head of the convent, together with 
the prior, breakfasted with us ; the rest of the 
monks had each a pewter dish of soup, which 

* I saw a beautiful engraving at Paris, of the dog in 
the act of saving the infant; as mentioned above, p. 79. 
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they ate standing. We again saw otur friends 
the dogs before we went ; two are of a brown 
speckled colour, and three white^ with fawn 
ears: their heads are very large; enormous 
teeth; necks thick, and with flesh hanging 
down like a bull's ; front feet amazingly strong ; 
ihey stand very high upon their legs; the 
haunches and hind legs are like those of hounds ; 
they add to all their other qualities, that of 
being excessively gentle. Thus have we vi- 
sited this remarkable establishment, which had 
afforded us more pleasure, perhaps, than any 
thing we have seen during our whole journey. 
The monks seldom are able to live many years 
at St. Bernard. The provost was going down 
to the lower lands to-day. Winter will set-in 
in ten days. Sometimes all the domestics, all 
the dogs, and all the monks, are out in the 
middle of the night for hours, when travellers 
are in particular danger : and it has happened, 
that an avalanche from the mountains has car- 
ried them all away, without the possibility of 
their being succoured *, The benevolence and 

* 8m note at the end of this Letter. 
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courage of this kind fraternity amount, there- 
fore, to a sort of devotion quite extraordinary. 
This is the only convent which Bonaparte 
spared. It is curious, that by this same route, 
by which Bonaparte invaded Italy, Hannibal 
is supposed to have led the Carthaginian 
forces, for a similar design, two thousand years 
ago. But it is yet more curious, that Julius 
Csesar is thought to have conducted the Roman 
legions to conquer Gaul by the same Alps, 
which Bonaparte crossed in conducting tlie 
legions of Gaul to conquer Rome. Such are 
buman glory and ambition I 

MarHgmff sia o'clock^ Wednesday Morning.'^ 
We returned here last night at seven, and 
found one of our carriages sent, as we had re- 
quested, to meet us from Lausanne, with a 
letter from my dearest Ann, giving a chartning 
account of her health and comibrt there ; thii 
is next to her being strong enough to have ac-^ 
compamed us. Thus has our second little tour 
to Chamouny of eight days terminated. The 
weather has been most fine the whole tiines.. 
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We have seen some of the greatest curiosities 
in Switzerland and Sayoy : the Valley of the 
Cluse, Chamouny, Mont Blanc, the Mer de 
Glace, and above all, the Great St.' Bernard. 
We might now return to Lausanne in a day } 
but we are tempted to make a d6tour into 
Northern Italy : we are only about three days^ 
journey from Milan ; whither pur kind fellow- 
tniveller wishes us to accompany him, on his 
way to Rome. We are going off then, not on 
mules, but in the carriage with post-horses^ 
towards this splendid city. May God direct, 
over-rule, and bless this extension of our 
journey, to the further instruction of our minds 
and establishment of our healths ! 

Sum, Wednesday Noon, Sept. 10. — This is 
the capital of the Valais— two thousand five 
hundred inhabitants. We arrived here at 
half past ten to dinner. The road has been 
beautiful, between the rocks which crown each 
.nde of ,the valley. Any one of this range 
would form an object, of extreme interest; but 
we are here so surrounded with beauty and 
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grandeur, that it is impossible to dwell on the 
details. 

Briegy ai the foot qf the Simphn, 70 miles 
from Martigny, seven o^ clock, Wednesday Even* 
ing, — We have arrived here, after twelve hours^ 
driving. We have come post. By voituriers 
we should have been two days and a half. At 
Sion, where we dined, we went to see the Ca- 
thedral and the Church of the Jesuits (for 
they have been restored), who have the direc- 
tion of the education here ; they have built a 
new church within these three years. The 
most striking proof perhaps of their spirit is, 
that there is not one bookseller in Sion ; no, 
nor is there one in all the Canton of the Va- 
laisy though containing one hundred thousand 
souls. The fact seems incredible : but I was 
solemnly assured of it by the printer at Sion, 
to whom the guide took me when. I inquired' 
for the bookseller's. This printer, by the by, 
is allowed to work only under, the direction of 
the Jesuits, and prints nothing but books, of 
devotion. After leaving Sion, we jpassed the^ 

VOL. II. Q 
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Diablerets Mountains, where ^boulements are 
often falling: two, in 1714 and 1749, ravaged 
the neighbouring valley. An old man lived three 
lnOQths there in his overwhelmed cottage before 
heeould effeet his escape. The agriculture of 
tbi» lovely valley is sadly neglected ; all is left 
to wild nature. The Rhone is not banked; 
the lands are not drained ; a large part of the 
valley is a marsh. The vines are, however, 
so jfar attended to, diat terraces are formed for 
their creeping up the mountains to an extreme 
height. The number of villages and private 
houses bulk in the most romantic situations, on 
the sides of the mountains, is very great, and 
strikingly beautiful. They seem Vke nests 
bnih by birds. On the utmost heights are 
often raised small chapels; to which pro- 
cessions are made in crowded on certain festi* 
Ysis, by the poor superstitious people <^ thi9 
Canton. On thewhole, this valley, the largest 
in Switzerland, reaching from Geneva to the 
Glacier of the Rhone, and bounded by chains 
of diversified mountains, with snowy Alpfr per^ 
petuaiUy rising above them, jfertile beyond eon- 
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ceptioit, and watered by the Rhone, has more 
than equalled all our expectations, except as 
the indolence of man has impeded the bounties 
of a kind Providence, and a grateful soil. The 
day has been most fine, and nothing but the 
dust ha« annoyed us. The goitres now are 
quite distressing ; we have seen soBse literally 
hanging down upon the breasts of the suf^ 
ferers. The thermometer has been about 80^. 
We have had to regret the indisposition of our 
friend, who has been attacked with pain in his 
face ; my dear sons and myself are quite welL 
May God fill our hearts with some sense of hii 
manifold boimties and goodness! the lessons 
we have the opportunity of learning are most 
numerous and most important. This deplora- 
ble Catholic Canton, so &r as I can observe, 
speaks for itself, to aU who are in love with 
JesDoits and bad government. 



Note referred to p, 84. 

I sabjoin ^e foflowin§ ineident fanMshedjne by a 
firiead. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



90 GREAT ST. BERNARD. 

• The Italian ootirier passed a few winters ago from 
Aofite to the Great St. Bernard, on a very inclement 
afternoon. The monks endeavoured to persuade him to 
ahandon all thought of going forward. He was deter- 
mined to proceed. They then sent two servants with 
him to direct him on his way. As these did not return 
when they were expected^ another domestic^ with three 
dogSj was despatched in search of them. The dogs re* 
fused to move^ though they were the hest of the whole 
numher — ^this was the sure sign that extreme danger 
was on the road. However^ life was at stake^ and the 
dogA were at length induced to go. That night no soul 
returned^ neither men nor dogs. Some days afterwards 
they were discovered huried under an avalanche^ ahout 
half a league from the convent^ all dead. 

The same friend has given me a copy of the following 
heautiful hymn to the Holy Spirit^ which he translated 
from the Latin prayer-hook of the Great St. Bernard^ 
prohahly composed from some of the wrilings of St* 
Augustine^ the foimder of their order : 

" Come^ Holy Spirit^ and. send from Heaven a ray of, 
thy light. Come^ thou father of the poor^ thou giver of 
gifts^ thou light of the worlds the hlessed comforter^ the 
sweet guest of the soul^ and its sweet refreshment; thou^ 
our repose in lahour^ our coolness in heat^ our comfort 
m afilictioni Oh^ most hlessed Spirit^ fulfil the. hearts 
of thy faithful people ! Without thy influence there is- 
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nothing in man which is not weakness and guilt Oh^ 
deanse that which is sordid ; hedew that which is dried 
up; heal that which is wounded; hend that which is 
stuhhom; cherish in thy hosom that which is cold; 
guide that which is wandering; and grant unto thy 
servants^ putting their trust in thee, the merit of thy 
righteousness; grant them final salvation, grant them 
everlasting joy ! O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my 
cry come unto thee !" 

In this suhlime and affecting prayer, there is not 
a petition in which the devout Protestant would not 
heartily join, except, perhaps, that which implores of the 
Holy Spirit, '^the merit of his righteousness," which 
savours of the sentiment embraced by St. Austin, and 
held till the period of the Reformation, that justification 
was an habit of grace infused into the soul — an error, how- 
ever, which, when united with an exclusive trust in the 
forgiving mercy of God, through the death of Christ 
only, for everlasting salvation, is not fundamental. 

I add another prayer from the same pffertory, free from 
any savour of superstition, the expressions concerning 
our Lord's body being warranted, I think, by the terms 
of Scripture, though they may be open to abuse. 

'' O blessed Lord Jesus Christ, I pray that thy most 
holy name may be the last word that my mouth shall 
ever utter! O gracious Jesus, I pray that thy most 
sacred body may be my last refreshment, and the sus- 
tenance which I shall enjoy and feed upon for ever ! O 
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gndomhoTd, I pray that my last sigh may be the last 
pain I shall endure to all eternity ! O gracious Lord^ I 
pray that thy most blessed face may be the first object 
which my soul shall behold^ whoi it is released from this 
mortal body 1 O gradous Lord^ I pray that thou thyself 
wouldest be my guide and my oompanicm from this land 
of exile, to my eternal home and country! Amen!** 



Thepcutor Jffenhofer. 

Before I close this note I will subjoin some further 
particulars of the converfiion of the Pastor Henhufer, of 
whom I have made mention in vol. i. pp. 45, 58, 69, 136, 
It is just as this sheet was going through the press that 
I obtained the information. 

M. Aloyx Henhofer was Catholic cur^ of the com- 
munes of Muhlhausen and Steineyg. In proportion as he 
studied the Sacred Scriptures, with a conscientious desire 
to fulfil his pastoral duties, his preaching began to savor 
of the doctrine of Christ; and he gradually proclaimed 
the gospel with so much unction and force, that multi- 
tudes came from the most distant villages to hear him. 
He was soon cited to appear before the Ecclesiastical 
authorities at Bruchsal to give an account of his doc- 
trines. It was on this occasion he published the Con- 
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feBsion lu> which I hxve alluded^ vol. L p. 1S6. In this he 
declaires that all the time he was coi^ of Muhlhaiuen he 
never said a word contrary t6 the principles of the Ca« 
tholic church ; and when he preached against the abuse 
of ceremonies^ it was only to combat the error of some of 
his parishioners^ who thought to satisfy their consciences 
by' merely observing the exterior forms of religion. The 
authorities of Bnichsal deprived him of his livings de- 
darings that by his ^ Confession" he had pronounced his 
own separation. The Baron de Gemmingen^ lord of the 
parish, with all his household,' and the cur^ Henhofer at 
the head of forty families, comprising about 220 persons^ 
soon after publicly separated themselves from the church 
of Rome. They made a profession of their faith in the 
evangelical doctrines in the Baronial Chapel of Steineyg^ 
and then, as many of them as were adults, received the 
Holy Communion according to the rites adopted since the 
reunion of the Lutheran and Calvinistic churches. This 
affecting ceremony was celebrated in a Catholic country^ 
in the midst of a crowd assembled from all the neighs 
bourmg places^ with doors and windows open, without 
the slightest interruption or disturbance — a proof of 
the excellent temper which prevails between the two 
communions in the Grand Duchy of Baden. As about 
half the parish of Muhlhausen remained Catholics, and 
the new converts had of course no claim to the revenues 
of the living nor to the use of the parish church, they 
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hsLve for the present jdned theiriselTes to tUe paridi of Ur-' 
bainde Pfbrzheim^ and divine seryice is celebrated in the 
chapel of the Castle of Steineyg. ' M. Henhufer has not 
at present thou^t it right to remain as their pastor^ on 
account of the umbrage it would give the Catholics. 
Nevertheless he was examined as a protestant candidate 
April 11^ 1890^ and was ordained the following day. He 
is a pious^ calm, amiable man, who has acquired 8ur« 
Iffising influence by his personal character. His pub- 
lication has created a lively sensation in Alsace, and the 
Catholics read it with even more eagerness than the ¥ro^ 
t^tants. 

The Baron de Gemmingen has addressed a letter to 
the inhabitants on his estate, from which I give an ex« 
tract as a specimen of the truly evangelical principles on 
ivhich his conversion rests. 

" Some have said that the motive which has deter** 
inined us to embrace the Evangelical Religion is, that it 
is more convenient ; and that we should not have thought 
of it, if it had imposed more di£}cult duties. Such lan- 
guage can only proceed from the most profound igno* 
ranee, and has no need of refutation with mep of un» 
derstanding. Without doubt a Catholic, who knows 
nothing but his own church, may be led to think, in 
seeing the small number of rites practised in the evan« 
gelical religion, that this religion is more easy, more con-r 
yenient, according to the Jud^ent of this world, thaq, 
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that of the Church of Rome. But^ my dear frienda^ the 
man who attaches himself only to the exterior of religion^ 
who follows the usages of such or such a churchy without 
possessing the interior life of grace^ without having re- 
ceived Christ into his hearty without seeing ever in him, 
his Redeemer, his only henefactor; without being pene- 
trated with a gratitude towards him whioh inflames his 
whole soul, and which increases in proportion as he dis- 
covers more his own corruption ; this man, to whatever 
oonmxunion he belongs, is an useless number of the 
body of Jesus Christ, a branch dried up, which cannot 
produce any abiding fruit. The interior life, or the new 
birth of the man, is the essential condition without which: 
no one can enter into the kingdom of God. Our Lord 
himself has explained this truth with great force in hia 
conversation with Nicodemus by night. To put off the old 
man, to strive against one's passions, is a task more dif- 
ficult than the observing of these exterior practices, from 
which interior Christianity has but too often suffered." 

Such are some of the circumstances of this remarkable 
conversion. The Scriptures studied with humble prayer 
seem, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, to have 
been the only guide. May the same sacred book, in the: 
hands of that Spirit, lead more and more, both of Catho* 
lie and Protestant pastors, to the true knowledge of Christ : 
soon would the wilderness of this world blossom and 
flourish, and the visible church regain its primitive 
holineiss and glory. 
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LETTER Xm. 

Brieg, 296 miles from Lausanne, SepiAl, 
1823^ Thursday Mornings half-past 
five. 

This town of Brieg, my dear 
Sister, is of considerable extent ; I should think 
it has three hundred houses ; it . is about two 
thousand feet above the sea. The Jesuits' church 
is conspicuous. It is here that the celebrated 
road of the Simplon properly begins^ though it 
commences, in a manner, as far back as Geneva ; 
the road from Geneva to Brieg having been 
widened and improved, at the same time that 
it was carried over the Alps to Italy. Simplon 
is the name of a village on a mountain of the 
Haut Valais, in the chain of Alps between 
Switzerland and Italy. The road was made 
by Bonaparte : he employed thirty thousand 
xaen upon it for four or five years ; it is twenty<9 
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five feet wide everywhere — a prodigious work 
rivalling the labours of ancient Rome. The 
highest point is six thousand one hundred 
and seventy-four feet above the sea, and the 
ascent is only about two inches and a half in 
six feet, a rise so gradual as to be easy to the 
heaviest waggons. 

Persal^ on the Simphn, half-past ten. — We 
have now come the first stage on this fiunous 
road. The rise is gentle beyond all concep* 
tion, so that an English coachman would drive 
up it on a trot ; it is as smooth as our Bath 
road. The plan adopted is, to follow the sides 
of mountains with such care as always to jpre- 
serve the gradual ascent. Half the road has 
been made by blowing up rocks, and building 
terraces from the valleys, with bridges over the 
ravines, when the road arrives at them. Granite 
stones are plaiced at short intervals on each 
side, with strong railing on the edge of pred-^ 
pices. The prospects as jou ascend are soft 
and pleasing. The valleys — ^the town of Brieg 
— ^mountains of firs — variations in the whole 
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scenery, at every tenth step. The conception 
of this road; and its execution, reflect an honour 
on the name of Bonaparte, which all his mili- 
tary ambition never deserved. Every traveller 
of every country, forgetting the private motives 
of the design^ applauds the admirable ingenuity, 
hardihood, and usefulness of the enterprise. 

Domo d'Osola, in the Valley of Osola, six 
t) clocks Thursday Evening. — We have now 
passed the remainder . of the Simplon. It 
really rises in my estimation. Not only is 
the road of a convenient width and excellent 
smoothness, but ten or twelve refuges are 
built for travellers overtaken by bad weather. 
In one of these we dined, at half-past ten. 
We had boiled mutton, roast veal, potatoes, 
salad, and very good light wine, for four 
of us, for eight francs, about six shillings 
altogether. In continuing our route we had 
the Alps constantly in view, especially the 
Roseberg, or Roseboden, the next highest 
mountain to Mont Blanc. There are six or 
eight tunnels, or galleries, cut through solid 
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rocksj through which the road passes; one 
gallery is six hundred and eighty-three feet 
long. At one place there are four beautiful 
cascades falling down the rocks^ which are 
carried under the road by aqueducts. Bona* 
parte began a new Hospice: it has fourteen 
windows in front, and five on each side. The 
work has stood still since 1814. An immense 
]»Uar of granite lies neglected along the road, 
in anollier part^ designed for his triumphal 
arch at Milan. It attests^ in the most affecting 
manner^ the total change which his fall instantly 
occasioned. Not a creature has cared to re- 
move it out of the way, or apply it to any 
other purpose. We were si^r hours and a halif 
attaining the highest point of the road. The 
jDg-zags which it takes^ to preserve the gentle 
ascent, arie surprising. After passing the vfllage 
of Simplon, we began to descend towards Italy 
through a valley asmagnificently, and even sub^ 
limely rude, as we have yet seen. The horrors 
of the impending rocks — the immense masses? 
broken off by the storms, and lying scattered 
around — ^the perpendicular crags of their lofty. 
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ffides — united with die infinite variety which 
reigns in every part^ really penetrated my mind 
with astonishment ; accustomed as I have lately 
been to unusual grandeur in the works of 
nature. Then the descent is so gradual, that 
we drove a &st trot all the way. In short, it 
would be worth whOe taking the journey to 
see the country, if there were no beautiful 
road ; and it would be almost worth taking the 
journey to see the road, if there were no beau- 
tiful country : the combination ot the two is 
. unequalled, as I suppose, in the world. At 
four we entered Italy, properly so called, for 
OB the c<mtinent, Savoy is commonly considered 
as part of Italy. The plain of the VaUey 
of Osola is beautiful It is the first Italian 
plain we have seen; it differs from the Swiss^ 
in its greater fertiHty, softness, and beauty; 
the meadows are more rich, the trees in fineir 
verdure. The town of Domo d'Osola has about- 
tfaree thousand inhabitants. There is no book* 
seller in the place— I mark this fact where it 
occurs, as drawuig after it a thousand oense^ 
quences. As we entered Italy by Isella, our 
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baggage was searched; and the officer told 
us plainly, the objects he looked after were 
books of religion and politieS'--moral8 are left 
to themselves. Happily our passports were 
signed bj the Austrian Ambassador, or we 
should here have had to retrace our steps. On 
driving into the town, I was surprised to see 
priests^ in their peculiar dress, but somewhat 
shabbily attired, standing about idly, or sitting 
in the market-place, at the doors of cabarets, in 
company with the common people. Their jovial, 
careless sort of look struck me as characteristic 
of the manners of too many of that order of 
persons in Italy. The chief church here is of 
modem Grreek architecture; there are three 
akogethor, and about fifteen priests. A con^ 
▼eat of Capuchins, suppressed by Napoleon, 
has just been restored. When we asked the 
innkeeper what euriosilies there were in the 
town, he said, theve was only « Caivary; a 
supetstitious chapel, or temple, on some moun* 
tain, widi a representation of our Saviour's 
pasnon. We are now in Italy. But, ofa^ 
how fallen is it f O, how melancholy to iCmik 
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of the lost glory of the queen of nations! 
Ignorance, poverty, dirt, indolence, misery, 
▼ice, sui>erstition, are but too visible on all sides. 
Half the time, in feust, which God assigned to 
man for labour, is consumed in superstitious 
festivab of Saints ; whilst the one day of sacred 
rest is desecrated to folly and sin. All this 
is the more deplorable, when compared nHth 
the beauty of the country itself. The air is 
delicious — ^the balmy atmosphere soothes and 
enchants you. The vines are very different, in 
point of luxuriance and beauty, from those of 
the Rhine or of Switeerland ; they are raised 
on treiUises, often of granite, and always in re* 
gular order, high enough to form arbours ; so 
that the grass or com grows beneath, and the 
field is one bower. Where this is not the 
case, you have beech, maple, or peach-trees 
hung with vines, joined firom tree to tree by 
branches, suspended on ropes; at other places, 
the terraces rise, loaded with vines, all up the 
inountain-side. The view of the rich black 
grapes, hanging under the treillis-work, is in- 
comparably beautiful. We were, perhaps, a 
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litde- partial in our judgment, because the 
grapes of Switzerland, when we left it, were 
as hard as stones ; whereas, here the branches 
hang in rich, ripe, clusters every where; so 
that our postillion, as he walks up a hiU^ or a 
boy, conducting us. to a sight, gadiers large 
brunches unasked, and brings them to us.. I 
.conceive Italy must be something. like ancient 
Palestine, though perhaps inferior. 

i Afxma, 41 miles from Demo dCOscia^ dghi 
o*clock, Friday Evening.-r^The weather is moat 
propitious. We have had only one wet day 
(August 31), since the storm on the Righi : 
(o-day, there has been a soft, delightful tem<- 
perature, without excessive heat. We set 
off at seven this morning, and hare been tisa^ 
veiling a' great way by the margin of the 
lovely Italian .lake, called Lago Mag^ore; its 
waters are smooth aa a mirror,. so. as to re^ 
fleet every thing on its banks.; towna on each 
fide mountains, in varied outline, crowning 
the prospect — the near scenery soft and lovely, 
the distant bold and magnificent. From Ba- 

VOL. II. H 
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▼eno, we embarked to yisit the Borroinean Isles^ 
so called from the ancient Italian family which 
possesses and has adorned them. They are 
two, Isola Bella and Isola Madre. The prin- 
cipal one is a mile and a half round; ori- 
ginally a barren rock, but now covered with 
gardens^ grottos, and terraces, raised on arches 
and arcades. In some parts the arches are ten 
stories high, one over another, raised from &e 
lower part of the rock to the higher terraces. 
The appearance of these arches and terraces 
from the road was most, beautiful. We saw 
here cypresses of an enormous girdi, aloes, 
Egyptian grapes, serpentine cucumbers a yard 
and a half long; a plant from the Canarien^ 
which grew twenty-four feet high in thirty-two 
days ; bat fte most abundant species of trees 
were the lemons, which lined the walls of the 
terraces, and had large cabbages planted at 
. their roots, to protect them fr^m the intense 
heat of die sun. There were also citron and 
orange trees in profusion. In dhort, these 
islands are the model of p^ection in their 
way-^which wag?, indeed, has been out of taste 
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for about a century, but stiE rewards one 
richly for the trouble of a visit. The Bor- 
romean Palaces, in each island^ are emblems of 
Italian finery and negligence. The wings of 
the principal one are completed; but the body> 
is nothing but bare walls. I understand tfaia 
IS almost general in Italy; the nobles build„ 
or rather begin to Imild, immense houses--* 
they half finish them—- they soon attow them 
to decay and go to ruin : a complete well*ap* 
pointed mansion is rare in this country. Inr 
approaching this town of Arona, where I now 
am, we ascended a hiU to examine a colossal 
statue of Cardinal Charles Borromeo, an emii- 
nent benefactor to Milan, and founder of the 
Sunday Schoob styOi existing there; he died 
ia Ae year 1684, The statuo itself is seventy** 
twofeet high^--twelvie limes the naturaLsiffe,. and 
tlume or fonr times as high, i think, aa dm. Duke 
ctf Rsdford^ in Russell Sqiure-»the pedestal 
tbirjtj^ix feejt* The aamii is twenty*eight feet 
long^ the head tfweirty ftaet round, the nose two 
£e^ seven inches long, the circuit of the cloak 
fifty*four feet, &a &c. The attitude ia that of 

h2 
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one blessing the people. The right hand is 
raised gently, the left clasps the Bible (which 
is thirteen feet high)*; the head is bare; the 
countenance most benignant; the garmentis 
those of a cardinal, in easy, flowing dra- 
pery« So admirably natural is the whole, that 
you have no idea of its enormous dimensions 
on first looking at it. It is curious that we 
thought we discovered a likeness between the 
Cardinal and the present Count Borromeo, 
whom we had happened to meet as we landed 
on his Island:, the resemblance in the nose 
seemed to us to be striking. This Colossus is 
made of bronze; the pedestal is of stone. 
There are no steps up the pedestal; but my 
boys ascended by a ladder from the outside to 
the part of the statue where the fold of the 
cloak falls. Under this fold they entered, and 
then ascended to the head of the figure and 
looked through the nostrils. I really quite 
tk'embled as they went up the quivering ladder 
of forty-eight steps ; and when they entered 
the statue, and looked out to me from a win- 
dow whidi opened in the back of it, a hundrecl 
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feet above my head (half as high as the Monu- 
ment in London), I was really . alarmed. Thank 
God, they came down safe. — The. inns in Italy 
are contrived for coolness. We are now utting 
with our windows open ; flower-pots are placed 
in every nook ; grapes hang all arpund in rich 
clusters; open, galleries and platforms conduct 
from one part of the house to another; the 
floors are all brick or stone ; . the rooms are 
Ipfty ; and if they were but clean all would b^ 
welL We have now the finest fruit at break- 
fast and dinner, and good light wines at a 
franc a botde. The people are of a copper 
colour. The women wear handkerchiefs over 
their heads like veils. . At Domo d'^Osola, the 
streets had two narrow sUps of smooth flags in 
the middle, for the wheels of the carriages; 
the rest being rough pebbles. We are under 
stricter x>olice laws than ever: our passports 
are sent for at every town, as soon as we enter^ 
and we have a license for post-horses, which 
we have to show at each stage. Such is the 
liberty of the Sardinian and Austrian domi- 
nions in Italy. There are about three thou- 



bigitized by VjOOQlC 



108 MILAN. 

mood people in this Ai*ona, m churches and 
forty priests, with uxty moi^ ; no bookseller 
— compare thk with the state of English towns 
of fiomiiar extent. The Borromeo motto is 
HumUiiaa; which is inscribed eyen on each 
flower-pot <^ the superb garden in the Islands, 
and on the i»cture of the Ascension of St. 
Borromeo to Heaven, in the church of what is 
caDed Ae Sacred Mount, on which the stu* 
pendens statue is placed; on the ascent to 
which mount, by the by, there are six or more 
chapels dedicated to the same Saint. I asked 
the waiter here, if they were aH Catholics at 
Arona; he looked at me with astonishment, 
and said, yes : — ^I told him I was an English- 
man and a Protestant, and that we believed in 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, though we did not 
believe in the Pope ; at which the man seemed 
more astonished still. 

jftfi/on, Saturday Evening, half-past eight. 
Sept 18, 44 mUes from Arona, about 19S0 
miles from London, — We set off this morning 
^t half-past seven, and came to Sesto Calende, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MOffNT ROSA. 109 

where the Lombardo-Venetian kuigdom of the 
Emperor of Austria begins. We dined at 
Casoenia at half-past eleyen, and entered Milan 
at half-past three. The country through which 
we passed is flat^ and wretchedly cultivated, 
but fertile. Many of the churches have small 
square towers, very lofty, with six or seven 
stories. The towns are slovenly, and dirty 
beyond all description ; one would think there 
was scarcely a comfortable house in them. In 
coming down to Sesto, we had a noble view of 
Mount Rosa, with its perpetual snows, which 
appeared higher than any Alp we had seen, 
on account of the low situation of the plain 
from which we viewed it It was with re- 
gret we took leave, for a time, of these mag- 
nificent scenes. I will just say, about the 
Alps of Switzerland generally (before I quit 
the subject), that the line where the snow 
rests on fhem perpetually b from eight thou- 
sand four hundred and fifty, to nine thousand 
one hundred feet above the level of the sea; 
ithe line where fir trees and flowers flourish. 
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six thousand ; the lowest tine where com will 
grow, three thousand seven hundred and fifty ; 
loid where vines can be cultivated, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty feet. I should 
have told you, that in Savoy the women were 
the chief labourers in the field. I saw several 
times a plough with a woman guiding it, who 
at the same time drove a miserable lean cow 
which drew it through the dusty land. But 
to return to our route to Milan — ^We were 
much surprised to find more than one large 
church built in the midst of the fields, with not 
aihouse near ; and, therefore, apparently for the 
travelling peasants in passing from town to town. 
This may perhaps be an excusable trait of super- 
stition : a trait of another kind we discovered 
at dinner. The waiter asked us three francs 
each for some cold meat, wine, and fruits ; we 
hesitated. Upon which an EngUsh gentleman 
UAd us, we had only to give him two francs 
each, and one for himself, and he would be 
content ; the rogue took the money without a 
^ord, Milan, where we now are, is considered 
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the largest city of Italy, after Rome. It is 
said to cover more ground than even Naples. 
It was the ancient Mediolanum; and was 
founded as early as Tarquinius Priscus^ 670 
years before Christ It is in 46° StX N. lat, 
and 9° ^9' E. long, from Greenwich. It was 
the capital of Bonaparte^s kingdom of Italy, 
as it is now' of the Lombardo-Venetian of 
Austria. It has nearly one hundred and fifty 
thbusaYid inhabitants; is above ten miles in 
circuit, and is one of the very few great cities 
not built on a river. The Adda aiid Tesin, 
however/ communicate with it by canals. We 
are at the Royal Hotel, and are extremely well 
accommodated. The landlord tells us that his 
servants have, during the last nine years, per* 
fectly learned the English taste. Immediately 
after our arrival, we hastened to see the cele- 
brated Cathedral, built of white marble, and 
the largest in Italy, next to St. Peter's at 
Rome. ' It is four hundred and forty-nine feet 
long, two hundred and seventy-five wide, and 
two hundred and thirty-eight high. It was 
begun in 1386, and is yet unfinished ; but, 
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strange to say, Bonaparte did more to com* 
plete it in a few years, than had been done in 
three hundred previous, or than will be done, 
perhaps, in three hundred to come. This 
noble edifice bursts upon the eye most majes- 
tically as you first approach it. The immense 
mass of perfectly white marble, of whi(& it is 
buili^ its amazing size, the labour bestowed upon 
its several parts, and the exquisite finish of the 
ornaments and statues which adorn it, fill the 
mind of a stranger with admiration. We gained 
the best idea of the beauties of this alabaster 
prodigy by going up on the marble roof. 
We then saw quite closely the fret-work, the 
carving, and the sculpture, and marked the 
grace of the figures, and the symmetry and 
elegance of each pinnacle. We walked up 
stairs of marble, we leaned on balustrades of 
marble, we passed through galleries of marble ; 
whilst the walls were literally studded with 
statues, and every niche filled with its arch- 
bishop or saint — there are in all more than 
four thousand figures. The fact is, as marble 
admits of nicer workmanship than stone, full 
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advantage has been taken of this. The in- 
terim of the building, however, is obscured 
with dust and smoke, and incense, and burning 
lamps ; 80 that it doea not look near so hand- 
some as the outside. The statue of St. Bar- 
tliolomew is considered as a chef-cl'oeuvre — but 
the subject is frightful — ^the mart3rr is repre- 
sented just as he was being flayed aUve — the 
skin hangs loose like a garment behind him. 
Two pulpits in the choir much pleased us. 
They are of fine bronze, each running round an 
immense pillar, like a gaUery ; one is supported 
with admirable figures of Cyprian, Ambrose, 
Austin, and Jerome ; and the other, by the 
four mysterious animals of EzekieL The tomb 
of Cltrlo Borromeo is most splendid. It is a 
room of silyer gilt, and contaim a superb altar, 
and the history, in bas-relief, of the chief events 
of his Hfe — ^beyond conception magnificent. 
The summit of the tower 'presents a beautiful 
view of die city and plain of Milan; with its 
rivers, gardens, groves, vineyards, and nu« 
merous towns ; bounded by the n^ghbouring 
Alps, and more remote Apennines. Still all is 
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an entire flat ; the plain ofjbkr Uahf. In this 
respect, Switzerland, dear Switzerland, far sur- 
passes it. 'As we approached Milan, a small 
hedge in the road concealed the whole of the 
place from us. The town has many fine streets 
with handsomefoot-pavements. Superb edifices 
and palaces abound. I observe all is done to 
keep out the heat : the shops have no windows ; 
curtains hang on the outside of the doors ; the 
people come out chiefly in the evening. The 
streets bave two single rows of flags for the 
wheels of the carriages in the middle, and some- 
times double sets. The windows have three 
shutters : first, Venetian ; then glass ; then on 
the inside^ wood, to keep out the hot air. 

Swaday Mornings Sept. 14. — This is one of 
my melancholy Sundays. An immense Catholic 
town of one hundred and fifty thousand' sbiils. 
The ecclesiastical apparatus is enormous ; about 
two hundred churches, eighty convents, and one 
hundred religious houses, (compare this with 
the Protestant establishments of Birmingham 
or Manchester). But this excessive superstL 
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tion goes band in hand with secret infidelity, 
ignorance^ and vice. I feel, however, a vene-. 
ration for Milan on two accounts : St. Ambrose, 
whom Milner dwells on with such commenda- 
tions, was the light of this city in the fourth 
century ; Carlo Borromeo, whose benevolence 
exceeds all descriptioir, was Archbishop here in 
the sixteenth. This last I know at present little 
of; but Ambrose was one of the most humble 
and spiritual of the fathers of the church, two 
or three centuries before popery, properly speak- 
ing, began. lii this city Ambrose preached : it 
was here Austin heard him, attracted by the 
fame of his eloquence*. O that God might 
raise iip another Ambrose to purify and recall 
the city and churches, which he instructed thir- 
teen or fourteen centuries ago! Nothing is 
impossible vrith God ; but popery seems to in- 
fatuate this people. , It is on this church of 
Milan that notices are affixed, that whoever 
says a mass there may deliver any one he 

* See note in the following pagd. 
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chooses from purgatory* But once more adieu* 
May God make me prize more the essence of 
Christianity, and dwell less on those adventi- 
tious circumstances which are so soon converted 
to superstition. The gospel in all its dmplicity» 
power, kdhness, and love, is aH in all. 

Yours, 

D. W* 



Note referred to in preceding page. 

Ambroee was one of the brightest luminaries of the 
fourth eenturj. He was bom in the year 338^ and was 
educated Ibr the law. The emperor Vakntiiiiatt ap«* 
p<nnt6d him judge at MUan, A.D. 374, where he bcK 
came renowned for prudence and justice during fiva 
years. At the end of that time> a tumult having arisen 
in the Cathedral at the election of a Bishop, Ambrose 
repaired thither in order to quell it An infant's voice 
w^ on a sudden heard in the crowd, '' Ambrose is 
Bishop." The whole assembly caught the words, and, 
forgetting he was a layman, Tocifersted with one consent 
^' Ambrose is Bishop." The Judge was confounded 
and alarmed, and absolutely refused to accept of the 
nomination. The Emperor, however, whose court was at 
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Milaii^ at length compelled him to assent. His first act 
was to make orer all his property to the church. He 
then commenced a particular and most deyout study of 
the Scriptures. His labours afterwards as Bishop were 
inoessant. In the instruction of catechumens he em* 
jdoyed so much pains> that five Bishops coidd scarcely 
do what he alone got through. He preached every 
Lord's day^ and frequently in the week. When he 
was fiercely persecuted by Justina the Bmpress^ a pa* 
troness of Arianism^ and was required to yield up his 
chur^^ he q>ent whole days and nights in the sacred 
place^ em^c^g the people in singing divine hymns 
and psalms; and on thisoocasion he introduced, for the 
first lime, the reii^nsiTe singing, after the manner of 
the East, to preserve them, from weariness. Arianism 
was by his doctrine and hia zeal at length expelled from , 
Italy. But still many persons of distinction in the city 
x«mimied Tmg^am, especially amongst the senators. The 
tpaditicm, therefore, as to his Cathedral, mentioned in my 
msst letter, may be considered authentic. His conduct 
towards the Bmperor Theodosius haa deservedly raised hia 
chaMAter in all jmececding ^es. The Emperor professed 
Cbristiaiiity, and is. the main is thoiqi^t to have been a 
decidedly pious prince. But he was of a passionate 
temper, and the inhabitants of Thessalonica having in 
a tumult put to death one of his officers, he signed a 
warrant for military execution, though he had previously 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



118 ST. AUSTIir. 

pTomised Ambrose to forgive them. In three ho^ seven 
thousand persons, without trial and without distinction, 
were massacred. The Bishop upon this refused to admit 
Theodosius into the church of Mikn for more than eight 
months, and then only after doing public penance. - Mr. 
Addison, who travelled in Italy in 1699 and 1700, says, 
he was shown the gate of a churdi that St. Ambrose 
shut against the Emperor*. The tradition, I suppose, 
is now lost, as our guide pointed out to us no such 
entruice. 

But it is as the instructor of his great ocmvert, St. 
Augustine, that I most cherish the memory of Ambrose. 
Austin was simk in the depths of ManichAism,* when 
about the year 384, and the dOth of his age, a requisition 
was made from Milan to the prefect of Rome, where he 
then resided, to send a Professor of Rhetoric to that city. 
Justin obtained this honourable. appointment. He sought 
the acquaintance of Ambrose because he was skilled in rhe- 
torie. Ambrose received him like a father, and Austin con* 
ceived an affection for him, not as a teadber of tmth; 
which he had no idea of discovering in the Christian 
churoh, but as a man kind to him ; and he studiously 
attended his lectures, only with a curious desire of di»- 



* See Addison's Remarks on Italy, Kurd's ESdition of 
Works, voL ii. p. J 3. 
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ooTering whether fame had done Justice to his eloquence 
or not He stood^ indiffiarent and fastidious with respect 
to his matter^ and at the same time delighted with the 
sweetness of his lanjguage. But the ideas which he neg« 
lected came into his mind^ togeUier with the words with 
which he was pleased ; and he gradually was brought to 
attend to the doctrines of the Bishop. Thus imper- 
ceptibly did the grace of Qod work in ihe mind of this 
extraordinary man ! It was long heiote he unbosomed 
himself to his instructor. He tells us it was out of his 
power to consult him as he could wish, surrounded as 
he was with crowds of persons whose necessities he re- 
lieved; Duriiig the little time in which he was from 
them (and the time was but little), he dther refre^ed 
his body with food or his mind with reading. Afttse 
two or three years of inwatd conflict, he at length gave 
in his name fyr Baptism ; which Ambrose administered 
to him, little thinking that he was admitting into the 
church a <»nvert who, in 'the gracious ptuposes of God, 
was designed to he the bright glory of the Western 
churdi, and the main restorer of decayed Christianity 
in the world. There was a little chapel lately rebuilt 
when Mr. Addison visited Milan^ ou one of the walls of 
which an inscription stated, that it was in that place that 
Austin was baptized, and that on this occasion St. Am- 
brose first (tang his Te Deum, his great convert answering^ 
VOL. II. I 
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liim Tcite liy YenB<^. I kit liie sight of this cariosity 
«lio> whether from the ignorance of my gtiide or not^ I 
cttimot say. St. Ambrose died in the year 397^ in the 
^tfa year of his age^ and the 2ad of his Episcopate. 
Hehas been charged with leaning too much towards the 
indpieDt supeistitionB of his day^ and thus unconsciously 
of lielt>iiig flDtrward ihe growth of monastic bondage and 
prdaticd pride. Soibething of this diarge may be true ; 
but he lired and died firm and. unbending in all the 
Htmdamentab of divine truth. He lored the Saviour. 
He depended on his merits only to justifioationr He 
relied on the illumination and grace of the Holy Spirit. 
He delighted in communion with God. A rich unction 
«f godliness rests on his writings ; and he was one of the 
iMkt fenrent> humble^ kborious^ and charitaUe of all 
Christian Bishops. I know not whether I am too ardent 
in my fieelings ; but I must confess that Zurich^ Basle^ 
Geneva^ Milan^ and Lyon^ are the spots oEiost dear to 
my recolleetion amongst all the phices crowded with 
beauties of another kind^ which have attracted my notice 
during my tour. 

I need scarcely add^ that in forming my judgment of 
St Ambrose^ my guide has been Milner^ whose incom* 



* Mr. Addison's Remarks on Italy^ ut supnt. 
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parable Ecdesiastical History^ widely as it is drcnlated, 
is not nearly so well known as it deserves. For evan- 
gelical piirity> accurate discrimination of character^ sound 
judgment, decision, fidelity, I know no book like it in 
the compass of English theology. As an Ecdeaiastlcal 
History it stands not merely unnyalifed» but alons* 



i2 
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Milan, Sunday Evenings Sept. U, 1823. 
MT DEAEEST SISTEB9 

I HAVE witnessed to-day, with 
grief and indignation, all the superstitions of 
popery in their ftdl triumph. In other towns, 
the neighbourhood of Protestantism has been 
some check on the display of idolatry; but 
here In Italy, where a Protestant is scarcely 
tolerated, except in the chapels of ambas- 
sadors, all follows the guidance and authority 
of the Pope. At half-past ten this morning 
we went to the Cathedral, where seats were 
obtained for us in the gallery' near the altar. 
We saw the whole of the proceedings ; priestis 
almost without end, incense, singing, music, 
processions, perpetual changes of dress ; four 
persons with mitres, whom we were told were , 
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bishops; a crowd of people coming in and 
going out, and staring around them ; but not 
one prayer, nor one verse of the Holy Scrip- 
tures> intelligible to the people, not even if they 
knew Latin, nor one word of a sermon ; in short, 
it was nothing more nor less than a pagan show. 
We returned to our inn, and after our English 
service, we went to see the catechising. This 
was founded by Borromeo, in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and is peculiar to the diocese of Milan*. 
The children meet in classes of ten or twenty, 
drawn up between the pillars of the vast ca- 
thedral, and separated from each other by cur-^ 
tains, the boys on one side, the girls on the 
other. In aQ the churches of the city, there are 
classes also. Many grown people were mingled 
with the children. A priest sat in the midst 
of each class, and seemed to be explaining fa- 
miliarly the Christian religion. The sight was 
quite interesting. Tables for learning to write 
were placed in different recesses. The chil- 
dren were exceedingly attentive. At the door 
of each school, the words. Pax vobis, Peace 

• See note at the end of this letter. 
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be unto you> were inscribed on a board ; the 
names of the scholars were also on boards. 
Each school had a small pulpit, with a green 
doth in front, bearing the Borromean motto, 
JJumilUa^. Now what can, in itself, be more 
excellent than all this? But mark the corrup- 
tion of Popery; these poor children are all 
made members of a fraternity, and purchase 
indulgences for their sins by coming to school. 
A brief of the Pope, dated 1609, affords a per- 
petual indulgence to the children, in a sort of 
running lease of six thousand years, eight thou** 
sand years, &c., and these indulgences are ap- 
plicable to the recovering souhi. out of. pur- 
gatory ; then the prayers before school are full 
of error and idolatry. All this I saw with my 
own eye0 and heard with my own ears; for I 
was curious to understand the bearings of thes^ 
celebrated schoob. Thus is the infant mind 
fettered and chained. Still I do not doubt 
that .much good may be done on the whole-^ 
the Catholic catechisms contain admirable in<^ 
stnu;tk)i>s and much evangelical matter, though 
mixed up with folly and superstition. After 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



RELIGION MADE A SHOW. 135 

diimar^ at half-past three, we had our second 

English service, and then were hurried out to 

see, what you will think incredible in a Christian 

country, altars set up in the open air to the 

Virgin Mary, with hangings, festdons of lamps, 

priests offering prayers, the streets hung with 

lamps on coords stretched across them, the 

houses and squares gaily adorned with carpets 

and lights; the churches open and illumi* 

nated, with crowds passing in and out; while 

priests were giving relics to kiss to the devotees 

who came kneeling at the altar in the mast 

rapid succession; and soldiers were parading 

about to keep in order the assembled mobs. 

I never was so astonished in all my life. Re^ 

ligion was, in fact, turned into an open noist 

AMUSEMENT. Before the Cathedral itself, there 

was an amazing crowd to witness Punch and 

his wi/i — literally, Punch and his wife* : priests 

* Italy is the native oountry of Punch. — ^A priest, at 
Naples once observing the crowd more attentive to Pu^ch 
then exhibiting^ than to himself who was preaching, 
suddeiLly seized a crucifix^ and pointing to the figure of 
pur Lord^ exclaimed^ : ^^ Ecco vero Puncindlo;" He 
turned the admiration of the multitude instantaneously 
to himself. 
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were mingled in the crowd ; axA the thing is 
so much a matter of course, that every picture 
of this Cathedral has, I understandi Punch 
and his auditory in the fore-ground ; thus the 
6rce is kept up throughout this sacred day. 
And what is all this but the ceremonies of An- 
cient Roman Heathenism coloured over with 
Modem Roman Christianity? The resemblance 
between Popery and Paganism in Italy strikes 
every impartial observer. There are the same 
prostrations-— the same offerings— the same in^ 
cense— **the same proce&tedons — ^the same votive 
tablets— the same adoration of images-— the 
3ame vows, pomps, revellings, &c. ; the names of 
thiligs only are changed. And di, what a la- 
mentable^ what a heart-breaking reflection is it, 
that the Sabbath is quite unknown here as the 
day of sanctificaljon and holy rest ! Doubtless 
in so vast a population there are many secret dis^ 
ciples of the Lord Christ, who *'sigh and cry 
for all the abominations that be done in the 
midst thereof:" but as to the mass of the people, 
the Sunday is forgotten, obliterated, lost— nay, 
it is turned into the very worst day of all th^ 
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week — no idea enters their minds of the divine 
purpose and mercy in it ; ^' I gave them my sab- 
baths^ to be a sign between me and them, that 
they might know that I am the Lord that sanc- 
tify them**' I should conceive there are but 
very, very few Bibles amongst all this population, 
of one hundred and fifty thousand souls. O, 
what do Protestant countries owe to Luther, 
Calvin^ Zuingle, Cranmer, Ridley, Knox, &c., 
who, under God, rescued them from similar 
darkness ! And what obligations are they under, 
to walk in the light whilst they have it ! 

Monday Evenings eight o*docky Sept. 15$ 
18S3. — ^We hired a voiture this morning, and 
drove about this great city from eight o'clock 
till six, except taking an hour for refreshment. 
We have been richly rewarded. I shall say 
Uttle of the churches. This place is the 
toy-shop of the Virgin Mary: we observe 
every where tradesmen for selling wax candles, 
images, crucifixes, ornaments — this speaks for 
itsel^^' Demetrius and^ his craftsmen." I 
will only mention, that I observed a direct 
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claim of miraculous powers (miraadorum gloria 
Claras) on the tomb of a Dominican rector; 
Plenary indulgences also were stuck up on 
almost every cburdi. > Two inscriptions, how- 
ever^ under the cross of our Lord, pleased me : 
/^ Having made peace by the blood of his 
cross ;" and, " For the -joy that was set before 
him, he despised the shame.*' If some of these 
old inscriptions were but acted upon, a mighty 
change would soon take^ place. The church 
that delighted me most was that of St. Am- 
brose, anciently the cathedral, and where he 
ordinarily officiated, founded in the fourth cen- 
tury, on the site of a temple of Bacchus. Some 
remains of the cQuquered heathen temple were 
seen in different stones about the building, 
especially a bas-relief of Baccha.nals, a pillar, 
with serpents, emblematic of Eseulapius, and 
the chair of St. Ambrose, formerly used in die 
idol temple. The church is very old, and built 
of brick, and is almost buried by the eleva* 
tion of the ground all around it You descend 
several steps to the large court, surrounded with 
galleries in front of it, and then several more 
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steps IB entering the church itself* The body of 
St. Ambrose is supposed to lie under the high 
altar. I confess I sat with reverence in the 
chair of this great luminary of the church, and 
mused on the fatal tendency to corruption in 
man, which in a few centuries oould engraft on 
St Ambrose^s doctrines, idolatries and super- 
stitions almost as gross as those which he over- 
threw. The Ambrosian library, called after 
the name of Ambrose, was founded by Fred. 
Bbrromeo, cousin to the famous Borromeo ; k 
contains thirty thousand volumes. We saw 
fifty-eight pages of a MS. of the Iliad of the 
fifth century, which Angelo Maio published in 
1810 ; a manuscript Virgil, with marginal notes 
by Petrarch ; a translation of Josephus, written 
on papyrus or reed, of the third century ; and 
a most curious volume of designs by Leonard! 
da Vind. As to the memorials of Bonaparte, we 
first visited his amphitheatre, with which I was 
much delighted. It is one thousand feet long, 
five hundred broad, and capable of holding 
forty thousand persons; a truly Romto work. 
The seats are made of turf, and rise one above 
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anbther on the sloping bank. There are ten 
rows of them. They are of course all open to 
the heavens. The immense arena is for games 
and naval fights* We saw the chariots made 
after the ancient Roman models. The whole 
is surrounded with a wall, and there is a suit- 
able gallery on one side for distinguished per*- 
sonages. Bonaparte's villa is beautifiil; and 
his gate of Marengo also, except that by a 
great nastake he dedicated it to " Peace^ the 
preserver of nations.''^ But the most splendid 
and affecting monument of his fame is the un- 
finished triumphal arch at the entrance of the 
Simplon road. The half-cut stones remain 
where they were at his death. The bas-reliefs, 
which were to record his triumphs, are incom- 
plete. The sheds for the workmen are de- 
serted. As to Roman antiquities, there is a 
noble range of sixteen lofty pillars, formerly 
belonging to the baths of Milan. They are 
fine Corinthian fluted pillars of white marble, 
of admirable proportion^ and placed at the 
most just distances . from each olJier. They 
are near the Church of St. Lorenzo, and are 
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thought to have been erected at a time when 
the purest architectural taste prevailed. The 
royal palace, and that of the archbishop, had 
nothing very remarkable. At the mint we saw 
a balance which turned with the eight hun- 
dredth part of a grain. The^ practice all over 
Bonaparte's kingdoms of marking the value of 
each coin on the &ce of it seems to me very 
good. A franc is marked a franc, five francs, 
five francs, and so on. Many of the women here 
wear at the back of the head a semi-circle of 
broad cpt pieces of tin, something like a fan, 
with two transverse pieces at the bottom of 
them towards the neck, like two pewter spoons 
joined by their handles ; the general dress of 
the women is very becoming,, with black or 
white veils: if they have not veils, Ihey draw 
the shawl over the head* One of the most 
s^gular things at Milan as to the houses is, 
the having the window-curtains, of all sorts of 
colours, hanging not within the house, but on 
the outside. It is curious also to see the dirty 
blacksmith, or awkward shoe-boy, with im-> 
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mense bunches of ripe black grapes^ which 
would sell in England for three shillings, or 
three shillings and six-pence a pound, going 
dong the streets eating. In a word, IMBlan 
has delighted and instructed, though' it has 
distressed us, and has more than amply repaid 
tts the journey. 

T\irin, capital qf the principaUiy of Pkd* 
'mofdy 9S mks from ifilan^ 9041 from London 
hjf our ronUy Tuesday Hvening.-^'We left 
Milan this morning at a quarter psjst five, and 
in fourteen hours and a half reached this 
splendid and far-famed city. We left our iri^nd 
and fellow-traveller, who had accompanied us 
finom England, to go on to Rome for the 
wmter. The two dear boys and I took the 
carriage which met us at Martigny last Tues^ 
day firom Lausanne, and posted hither. We 
had thxee horses and no luggage (every thing 
is at Lausanne) ; so that we have made a most 
excellent day^s journey. The plain of Pied- 
modt is of course level ; it is also extremely ill 
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Oidtivatecl, aiid so marshy, from the numerous 
streams falluig into the Tessin of the Po, and 
perpetually overflowing the country, that we 
hardly saw a vine the whole hundred mileil# 
The villages and towns bear sad marks of that 
want of energy and spirit connected with the 
prostrate tendency of despotic gdvernmeilts* 
Switzerland far, far exceeds what we hikve y^ 
seen of Piedmont^ in all respects, except that 
indescribable soft balmy air, which soothes the 
whole frame. The hedges are often of acacia. 
The grapes and peaches are spread in immense 
baskets for sale in every littte village. We* 
gave three half-pence for a pound of delicious 
black grapes, and half a franc, four pence half- 
penny, for a bottle of light wine — for we did 
not stop to eat. The people here are of a pure 
olive colour. The priests jostle you almost at 
every corner. The chief corn in this country,, 
and ill Lombardy also, is Indian wheat and 
some rice. 

Turirif Wednesday Mornings haif-past eighU 
— My boys have taken eleven hours sleep, to 
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balance accounts. This city of eighty-fiv6 
thousand souls is beautifully situated on the 
northern bank of the Po, which, rising at 
Mount Viso, crosses Northern Italy, and: after 
bathing the walls of fifty cities and receiving 
thirty rivers, in a course of three hundred 
miles, empties itself into the Adriatic sea. It 
is the king of Italian floods. Indeed the Po, 
and the Tessin, are the only two rivers famed 
in song, which are on our route. The Tessin, 
or Ticino, we have crossed more than once; 
it springs from Mount St. Bernard, traverses 
the Lago Maggiore, runs by Pavia, and then 
discharges itself into the Po. 

AmbioggiOj twenty-one miles Jrom Ttirin, 
On the road to Lyon^ half-past eighty Wednes- 
day Efoemng. — ^We are now actually on our 
way to England, and every step will advance 
us nearer home. Thank God for preservation 
and every needful mercy during a long journey. 
May we be brought again to my dear Ann, 
and with her and our little girl arrive safely in 
London! I. must now give you some account 
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of our drive liiis morning about Turin, We 
set off at half-past nine in a voiture* In 'six 
hours we had visited all the chief curiosities $ 
and what shall I say to you about this famous 
city, formeriy the gayest of Italy? It is a 
royal residence of the king of Sardinia^ built 
all in straight lines, or rather radiif which 
meet in a centre. There are one hundred and 
fortyrfive streets. The houses are all alike^ 
and the streets have arcades on eadil side* A 
rivulet of pure water flows down the middle of 
each street. The street of the Fo is one of the 
finest in Europe* There^ is an uniformity in all 
this ; but the arcades are so noble, and the^ 
city so well bu3t, that the appearance id im* 
posing. It far surpasses Bern, which, I sup- 
pose, must have been built in imitation 6f it« 
As to churches, there are one hundred and 
ten, with about five thousand priests, monks^ 
&c. Almost all the churches we visited, wete. 
SH&d with people, and two prieste officaating! 
at two separate altars. At the Jesuits' dtttrcb> 
I inqmred if there Were any. of that order nowi 
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in Turin; the guide replied yes; that they 
were beginning again^ and were arranging 
their affiiirs ! At the church of St Mary of 
the Consolation, we were solemnly assured of 
the miracles which the Virgin Mary wrought 
The walls indeed were covered with the vo- 
tire offiarings of those who imagined they had 
received miraculoua benefits. But this was 
not more extraordinary than the Chapel of 
Ae Holy Napkin, m the Cathedral; in which 
chapel is preserved ihe very napkin in which 
our Saviour was enfolded after his crucifixion, 
with the mariLS of his sacred blo9d. The 
serrant who told me this, did it not only with 
gravity, bat with an awe in his voice and 
manner quite unique. He assured me that 
the Pope had seen it, in pa9«ing through the 
eity— this was an irresistible proof I At the 
university we saw many undoubted antiquities 
of Roman fiime — ^busts of Cicero — altars — 
household gods — tripods, and a head-dress 
like what I described as now worn at Milan, — 
all exceedingly curious. The university con- 
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tains two thousand five hundred students 
There are one hundred and twenty thousand 
volumes in the library. > I asked if they had 
any manuscripts of the Scriptures; the Ubrar 
rian stared^ and then showed me a Latin 
Bible of Thomas Aquinas ! But at Yercelfi 
they profess to have a copy of St» Markka 
gospel in Latin^ which is the autograph of the 
Evangelist ! The royal palace forms one side 
of an immense square, in the midst of which is 
a fortified tower, surrounded with a moait. I 
fliink it is the very largest square I have seeii 
on the Continent. I was pleased to see in the 
palace a portrait of our Charles I. and — whidk 
is singular— *of Calvin. The small library of 
Ae private chapel contained a Bible, Auistin^ 
Confessions and Letters, and Nicole^s Essays; 
all excellent books. The arsenal had thirty 
thousand muskets of EngUsh manufltcture. 
We saw in the Museum a stuffed wolf, taken 
two years ago near Turin, after having killed 
twelve or thirte«i children. From the obser- 
vatory we had a commanding view of the cit^ 
and neighbourhood. The churches generally 

k2 
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are magnificent structures in marble of every 
vein and polour, virith profuse ornaments, far 
surpassing those at Milan; indeed/ Turin is 
by far more elegant, finished, luxurious, than 
that enormous mercantile city. We noticed 
that the tradesmen at Turin affix their names 
and trades not above their shop windows, but 
on pieces of embroidered cloth, between the 
two doors of the houses. We dined at half- 
past three, and at five came on two stages to 
this small town, because the rain had fallen aU 
day, and we were afraid of snow on Mount 
Cenis; indeed the rain made it impossible to 
walk about Turin, and therefore we left it 
with ks» regret. We crossed, at Turin, the 
Po^ in going to the Queen^s Palace : perhaps 
no river has been more celebriEited by the 
poets; but where we saw it. It scarcely an-r 
swered my expectations. The bridge over it 
is a noble structure. 

Thwrsday^ Sept 18, Lans4e'iotirg^ ai the, 
foot of Mofmit Cenisy on the French side, Jive 
dclock. — ^We set off this morning from Am, 
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bioggioy at a quarter before sdx, and came in 
three hours to Susa, on the Italia^ side of 
Mount Cenis. Here we saw with admiration 
the Triumphal Arch, raised by Augustus on 
first beginning this road, when he invaded 
Gaul. After eighteen centuries, it is in ex- 
cellent preservation; the elegance, simplicityi 
and majesty of it, surpass much the intended 
Arch of Bonaparte. It is curious, that the 
designs of those who projected these arches 
were similar; Augustus to subdue France, 
Bonaparte to subdue Italy; only in the first 
instance, Italy was the aggressor, and in the 
second, France. Bonaparte^s plan was^ like 
that of Augustus, to keep in subjection a con--^ 
quered country, by making a road for his artil- 
lery directly across its natural fortifications, 
the Alps. The road which Bonaparte re* 
stored and improved over Mount Cenis was 
finished in 1811, six years after he had executed 
the astonishing work of the Simplon : next to 
that road, I suppose, it is the finest in the 
world. The day, however, has been so ex* 
tremely rainy, that we CQuld be no judges of 
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the seenery around us. The road is in itself 
admirably good, and the ascent and descent 
most gradual. There are twenty-six houses 
of refuge, and a military Hospice for two thou- 
sand men« The highest point of the Cenis 
is about six thousand seven hundred feet« We 
have been extremely cold, but without snow. 
We are now two thousand feet lower, and still 
need a fire. We left Italy, properly so called, 
about two or three to-day, and came again into 
Savoy. From Domo d^Ossola to Mount Cenis, 
we have travelled in Italy about two hundred 
and twenty miles : we have had a specimen of 
Italian scenery, climate, manners, religion : we 
have visited the capitals of Lombardy and Pied* 
mont. We have seen Popery in all its deepest 
traits of dominant superstition, just as we saw 
it at Bonn, Franckfort, and Bern, in its most 
restrained and modest form. The rapid visit 
has been most gratifying and instructive. At 
Turin, we had eight hundred and sixteen miles 
to travel to London by the road we propose 
taking, and We have reduced this to-day by 
eighty-four miles. The village where we now 
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are, Lans-le-bourg, is at the foot of the JBVetieh 
side of Mount Cenis, a miserable tilkge of 
near two thousand souls. We were induced 
to stop here, because an English woman keeps 
the inn; she niarried a Savoyard nine years 
ago* Beggary and misery still prevail. Crowds 
of wretched deformed suppHcahts siirround us. 
We gave a trifle just now to an old woman^ 
aged one hundred and nine years. The t>eople 
here speak French, so that I hope to be able 
to communicate a little more with the inhabit- 
ants on the subject of religion and morals. 
Discontent seems lurking in the breasts of the 
people in Lombardy and Piedmont. They 
regret Bonaparte ; and they will scarcely speak 
to the Austrian soldiers, of whom there are 
about eight thousand at Milan alone. When 
I asked the waiter at Milan if there were any 
Protestants there, he replied, " We are all 
Protestants (persons who protest) now*^' 1 
am sure Popery and tyranny are not the re- 
cipe* for healing discontented nations. The 
manner of posting here is, like every thing 
^Ise, on a wretched footing. All is under ihte 
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•{x>Iice; not n postillion nor a horse 8tir$ with-* 
out the police^s leave; and when they do stir, 
such creatures— r-men and horses too^-fit for 
plowing, rather than for running in a carriage ; 
luid m^n And masters top often ready to cheat 
4;he JgngUsh. Sometimes Ihe postillion crams 
,his. legs,- shoes and all, into his hoots, which 
fure lil^ chums; sometimes he thrusts them in 
with neither , shoes nor stockings. In Lom- 
bardy their liyery was a light yellow clptb, 
with tassels ! The tackling of the horses, being 
phiefly of cord, requires one or two regular 
stops eaph stage for the purpose of being ad- 
justed. And now, as I have fallen upon the 
manners of the people, let me speak to you 
^bout the washing, or rather beating, of the 
linen on the Continent. At Geneva the ap- 
paratus was most complete. In the river a 
kind of covered shed was built, with small 
boards on the sides going down to the water's 
edge; at each board a woman was kneeling 
with a large stick or platter, with which, she 
was beating the clothes as she plunged them 
\nto the water — soap is almost unknown. Th§ 
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xlothes are thus half-washed and half-tom, and 
then charged an enormous price. At Milan, 
and on the road to Turin, the men and women 
in company wash their own clothes in the 
small streams or puddles flowing through the 
towns. 

St Michel, Friday Morning, Sept. \9th, ten 
o'clock. — We are still on the Mount Cenis road, 
4;hough we crossed yesterday the mountain 
called by that name. We set off this morning 
just after five, and have come thirty-six miles : 
the day is extremely cold, but we have no rain, 
and not much fog ; we have been able there- 
,fore to see the beauties of the country through 
which we have passed. We have seen nothing 
as yet which equals the Simplon scenery, but 
still many parts of the road have been majestic. 
The character is wild rocky Alps, with the 
torrent of the Arque flowing, or rather rushing 
4own at bottom. 

. ^igue-belle, 72 miles from Lans-le-bourg^four 
o'clock, cftemoon. — The day has turned out 
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most beautiful; we have been pasaing through 
the Valley of M aurienne all the morning, and 
have thus made our way through the Alps, the 
centre chain of which we crossed at Mount 
Cenis. This Aigue-belle is the gate as it were 
of these vast fortresses, which have been sur- 
rounding us at the height of eight or nine 
thousand feet. The villages and people seem 
to be stiU wretched, with many, many goitrea. 
The torrent spreads desolation, and renders 
many parts of the valley a mere marsh* The 
king of Sardinia has just completed a military 
fortress, at the spot where Savoy is nearest 
Dauphiny. The road has been capital and 
on a gentle descent, and many of the points 
of view have been exquisitely beautiful. 

Chambem/f Fridcy Night, Sept. I9ih. — ^We 
have arrived at this capital of Savoy, after a 
journey of ninety-nine miles in sixteen hours. 
The road after Aigue-belle became very in- 
different, and the night coming on, we were 
not able to enjoy much of the fine country 
through which we passed. The proper Motuit 
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Cenis road extends from Susa to Aigue-bellei 
about one hundred and thirty-five miles, add 
is undoubtedly a stupendous work, though on 
the whole much inferior to the Simplon. Thus 
have we again to bless Grod for all his mercies ! 
The two wet days have given my younger 
son a little cold, which I trust will soon pass 
off; in other respects, they have enhanced the 
value and enjoyment of the fine weather we 
have been this day witnessing. We hope to 
be at Lyon to-morrow, at Geneva on Wednes- 
day, and at Lausanne the same evening, to 
rejoin my dear, dear family, from whom I seem 
to have been separated for an age. 
I am your affectionate, 

aw. 



Note referred to p* 193, 



I was vexed on returning to England and oonsulthig 

my books^ that I had been so long ignorant of the history 

and character of Borromeo. He is considered by the 

Roman Catholic writers as the model of all virtues^ and 

-the great restorer of ecclesiastical discipline in the six* 
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teenth century. I have not been able to satisfy myself 
in what degree he was a true Christ^, in the scrip- 
tural sense of the word. That he was devoted to the 
superstitions of Popery, and was a firm upholder of the 
Roman See^ cannot be doubted : but I have no access to 
his sermons or letters^ so as to judge whether any embers 
of Ae faith and love of Chri«t were smothered at the 
bottom of all this. His habits of devotion^ his self- 
denial^ his ^eal^ his fortitude^ his humility^ and espe- 
cially bis unbounded and almost unparalleled benevo- 
lence^ which are ascribed to him by universal consent, 
would lead one to hope that^ notwithstanding '^ the 
wood^ and hay^ and stubble/' accumulated on it^ he was 
building on the true foundation, Christ Jesus. 

He was bom at Arona in 1538, in a small apartment 
which I saw behind the church ; and was df one of the 
noblest and most opulent families of Italy. At the age 
of eleven he had several livings given him by his uncle 
the Cardinal de Medicis, who was elected Pope in 1549, 
In his twenty-diird year he. was created Cardinal by the 
same pontiff, and managed the proceedings of the coimdl 
of Trent, as well as the chief tanporal affairs of the 
fope^ for some years. This I consider as by far the 
most unfavourable part of Borroroeo's life, as to the 
cultivation of personal piety. Such employments at 
Jiome must have initiated him into all the system of that 
^(rtfttl and secular court— and he who was intrusted to 
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draw Up the TVent catechism^ most at that time haver 
had little real Christian knowledge or feeling. However^ 
in 1&6& he left Rome^ and went to reside at Milan^ of 
which he had heen made archhishop. Here heglhs the 
bright part of Borromeo's history. He had now to pre^ 
Bide over the largest diocese of Italy^ consisting of not 
less than eight hundred and fifty parishes^ many of them 
in the wildest regions of the Alps. He began by resign- 
ing all his other preferments, by giving up to his famOy 
his chief estates, and by dividing the revenues of his 
archbishopric into three parts— one for the poor — another 
for the building and reparation of churche»— the third 
for his domestic expenditure as bishop ; all the accounts 
of which he submitted annually to the examination of 
his clergy. He next totally renounced the splendour in 
whidi he had lived at Rome, reduced the nmnber of hii^ 
servants, forbad the use of silk garments in his palace> 
rendered his household a pattern of edification, slept 
himself on boards^ prolonged his watchings and prayenr 
to a late hour of the nighty wore an under-dress coarse 
and common^ and devoted himself to perpetual fasts and 
abstmences. 

He then entered on the task of restoring decayed dis-^ 
cipline and order throughout his vast diocese. To this 
end he was indefatigable in visiting himself every parish 
under his care^ held frequent ecclesiastical synods, and 
established a permanent council which met monthly^ to. 
iospeci and regulate the conduct of the priests. In this. 
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manner his contemponfies agree in aaserdngy that he tt^ 
moTed the scandals which prevailed amongst all daaaea 
of the faithful, ahdlished superstUiona usages, and pnl 
an eni^to the ignoranoe and ahoses of the sQciJar and 
Kgular ektgy. 

His fovtitade in carrying throagh his reforms, not- 
withstanding the videBt opposition which he met with 
from all quarters, deserves remark. On one oocasion tn 
assasrin was hired, who shot at him whflst kneelStig in 
prayer in the archiepisoc^ial palace. Borromeo, unmoved, 
continued his devotions, and when he rose from hia 
knees, the bullet fell at hia fiset which had htm aimed 
at his hack, buthad heen cauf^t in the lawn slcevos of 
his dress. 

His ohsiities were unbounded. He built ten colleges, 
five hospitals, and fountains and schools without numheVi 
Besides this, he bestowed annually the sum of Airty 
thousand crowns on the poor, and in various cases of 
public disteess in the course of his life> as much as two 
hundred thousand crowns more. 

In the mean time, his personal virtues^ his lowliness 
his self-command, his forgiveness of injuries, his teni« 
peranee, his prudence, his sanctity, the cottntencyofhis 
whole character (I i^ak after his biographers, whoso 
veracity I believe is not questioned), gave him such 
weight, that he not only rendered his immoise diocese 
a model of good order and dtlKipUne, after an anarchy of 
dghty years, during which its archbishops had not r»* 
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tided, but extelkded his influence over the neighbouring 
dioceses, and pushed his regulations throughout a great 
part of France and Germany. 

Perhaps his conduct during a pestilence which raged 
fbr six months at Milan is amongst the actions of his 
life ndiich may lead one the most to hope that this bene- 
volent and tender-hearted prelate was indeed animated 
with the fear and love of his Saviour. Nothing could 
restrain him from visiting his sick and dying flocks during 
the raging of this fatal malady— when his cleigy entreiited 
him to consult his own safety^ he rq^ed that nothing 
more became a bishop than to face danger at the call of 
his duty. He was ooatinuaUy found in the most infected 
spots^ administering ooUaohticin both to the bodies and 
sools of his perishing people j and he sold all the small 
remains of his ancient sploidour^ and even his bed, to give 
ihe produce to the distressed* 

The institution, or rathev inventioii of Sunday schools^ 
18 again a fVurther evidence of something mqre than 
a superstitious state of heart Nothi^ coi^d be so 
novel as such institutions in the sixteenth century^, 
and nothing so beneficial. Wb^n.we recollect, the public 
admiration which has rested on wa^ schools in our pwil 
Protestant and enlightened country, though planned 
scarcely fifty years back, we may estimate the piety of 
mhud, the vigor and pen^tratioi^ of judgment, which 
could lead a Catholic archbishop and ca^dina^ tp. in- 
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btitate them two hnndred yean ngo^ and to place ihenr 
on a footing which has contmued to the present day^ 
May I not add^ that possihly some of the superstitious 
.usages now attached to these sdiooLs may have grown 
up since the time of Bonomeo? Certainly the indul^ 
genoes which I saw were of the date of 1609^ ^e and 
twenty years after his death. For the reader must he 
informed that^ in the year 1584^ this benerolent bishop 
fell a victim to fever caught in the mountainous parishes 
of his diocese^ which he was visiting in lus usual course^ 
Such is a faint sketch of the life of .Charles Borromeo. 
My materials are scanty, espedally as to the sphitual 
state of his heart and affections. It is for God only to 
judge on this subject: but charity rejoices to hope all 
things in such a case. I acknowledge that his simple and 
sublime motto, Humilitas, is very affecting to my minAr 
I trust it was the expression of his real character, and 
ihat his submission to the tlsutpations Of the Bonash 
church may have arisen from that fauhy prostration of 
the understanding to human authority, which is so apt 
to engraft itself, under circumstances like those of J3or» 
romeo, on scriptural lowliness of spirit Oh, if he had 
shnply studied and obeyed his Bible, and had read with, 
honest candor the treatises of his great contemporaries^ 
ihe Reformers of Germany and Switzerland, he might 
perhaps have become the Luthee or Zuingle, instead 
of, what he actually was, only the Fenelon of Italy, 
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Lifon^ Capital of the department of the 
Rhone, Saturday Itight, Sept. 20rt, 
1623^ abo^ 789 miles out/rom Lau- 
sanne, and about 2302 from London. 

MY DEAREST SISTER^ 

Chambebry, which we left thii 
morning, contains nearly ten thousand souls.; 
it has a cathedral and three other churches, 
two convents, and about one hundred priests^ 
I went this morning' into the eatheidralt' it is 
dirty and mean, both inside afid out« I saw 
three boxes for charity ; one for souls in pur^ 
gatory (I give it word ibr word); the second 
for repairing the church; the third for offer* 
ingSi without specifying the object ;-*-no hm 
for the poor. I asked a person who catted 
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himself a bookseller (who, by the by, was the 
only one in the town, and actually had only 
one book to sell, a Code of French laws) about 
the different institutions for religion. The 
man's wife replied, they had an Archbishop, 
who had been simply bishop in Bonaparte's 
lime, but who was now Archbishop of Cham- 
berry, and Prince Bishop of Geneva ! I stared. 
She said he was Bishop of the Chrbtians at 
Geneya. I asked her what she called the 
twenty-five thousand Protestants who inhabited 
that town ? She answered, they were not Chris- 
tians. I told her, then I was not one; she 
begged pardon, and said she meant Apostolical 
Roman Christians. I told her I believed in 
the Holy Scriptures, and in Jesus Christ bur 
Lord, and in the doctrine of the Apostles, and 
therefore I was a good Apostolical Christian^ 
though not a Papist. I give this as a trait of 
chiEuracter in a bettermost sort of person. We 
left Chamberry a quarter before eight, after 
having had the extreme pleasure of receiving 
an excelleht account from Lausanne. We have 
now come seventy-two miles, to this ancient and 
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1«8 



noble city of Lyon *. We entered Frande at 
twelve, at Pont-beau-voisin. The road was, 
in two parts of it, perhaps as fiiie as any thing 
we have sefen. The passages of Les Echelles 
and of La Chaille are niost terrific from the im- 
mense rocks through which they have been 
made, and the fine scenery which surrounds 
them. These roads were begun by a duke of 
Savoy in 1670, and at three different times re- 
sumed by Bonaparte without being completed'. 
The present king of Sardinia has just this last 
year or two accomplished the whole; in fact, 
this Mount Cenis^ road, in general, has been a 
work gradually carried on from the days of 
Augustus. It is but a few years ago, that three 
or four oxen were regularly yoked to every 
carriage to aid the horses in the ascent of Lea 
Echelles. Bonaparte put an end to . this by 
making a tunnel, nine hundred and fifty feet, 
directly through the opposing rock. At ah^ 
other part of the route, the travellers were let 
down in a kind of sledge, at a most fearful ratCr 

* * I observe it is commonly spelt Lyons ; but in the 
town itself they carefully omit the fimd s. 

l2 
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Much eyen now remainsx to be done between 
Lyon and Turin ; asmany stages are exceedingly 
bad road. The towns and villages in Dau- 
phiny are very miserable. The people have 
mocked, as it were, this misery, by building 
splendid gilt crucifixes in one or two of the 
market-places. 

Swidey^ one o*clock ai Noon. — ^I have had to* 
day the singular pleasure of attending a Pro- 
testant French Church. It was really quite 
delightfiil to hear the reader begin the worship 
of Gt)d by reading distinctly two chapters of 
the New Testament in French, so as to be 
understood by all the people. The singing; 
the Ten Comtaandments, word for word as they 
are in the Bible; the Summary of the Law, 
exacdy as it is in Matt. xxii. 37<— 39; a Pub- 
lic Baptism ; the confession of sins ; the prayer ; 
the sermon, all charmed me as the spiritual, 
reasonable, and instructive worship of God. I 
cannot express the striking difierence between 
this simple Protestant worship and the farce, 
show, and mummery of Popery at Martigny 
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and Milan. All minor differences between 
Protestant churches, agreeing in the faith and 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ, sink uito nothing 
before the frightful idolatry and superstition of 
Popery. Disputes about circumstantials are im-* 
pertinent — divisions odious— love should unite 
every heart, where main and necessary Scripture 
truth is felt and acknowledged. Indeed, one 
great reason of my hurrying on to Lyon against 
to-day^ was to enjoy the unspeakable blessing 
of the pure public worship of Almighty] God. 
The sermon was, so far as I could hear (for I 
sat at a distance, and the church was crowded), 
pretty good, on an important topic, death; 
with many striking parts. I regret extremely to 
add, that there is but one service here on the 
Sunday instead of three, or at the least, two, 
which there surely ought to be, in an immense 
city like this. In walking to church, also, we 
were distressed to see the shops all half or a 
third part open, and customers going in and 
out, with crowds of persons at the coffee-houses. 
At Milan, the shops were universally shut But 
I turn to another and more solenin topic ; this 
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day twenty-two years, I was admitted into the 
sacred ministry of Christ's Church. May I 
pray for grace to rememher more and more 
the vows I then made ; the obligations to my 
Saviour and to his flock/ which I undertook ; 
the unnumbered, failures and sins which, alas> 
I have since committed ; the ceaseless mercies 
which I have received ; and the short time 
which remains for me to labour for my own 
salvation, and the salvation of others ! Here 
I am, travelling for my health, in a foreign 
land: thanks be to God, that health is woui- 
derfully restored; so wonderfully, that I am 
really not like the same person. But then I 
have been silent now fourteen Sundays. May 
God enable me, if I am permitted to return, 
home, to labour more abundantly in the sacred 
vineyard; and may he pour out his Holy 
Spirit upon, my dear brethren who are sup«^ 
plying my lapk of service ; yea, upon the uni* 
versal Church ! 

Ten o'clockj Sunday Ntffht-^My younger 
son has beep. suffering all day with cold in 
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his teeth. Thank God, there Js no fever, no 
head-ache, nothing but a rheumatic affection 
of the front teeth; still this is very painful to 
him, and very embarrassing to me, being with- 
out my dearest wife ; and thus, it comes as an 
affliction from my Heavenly Father. O, how 
many, many mercies have we had during our 
long journey, and how Utde grateful have we 
been for them I O, may this visitation work 
in him and in me the *' peaceable fruits of 
righteousness !'* " It is the Lord, let him do 
what seemeth him good.^' At four this after- 
noon, I left my elder son to nurse his brother; 
and went to a Catholic qhurch to hear a cele^ 
. brated preacher of this town. I placed myself 
close under the pulpit, so that I imderstood 
almost the whole of the sermon; it was an 
able, energetic, striking discourse; not one 
word of Popery, properly speaking, (which 
was the case also, as I have said, at Martigny), 
but defective, general, unevangeUcal,and therie* 
fore unscriptural and dangerous. His subject 
was the happiness of Heaven; he drew a 
striking picture of the glory, power, happi^ 
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nesB, honotuv &c. of tlie heaTenly state. His 
point was to prove^ from Scripture and expe- 
riencei how much glory^ power, happiness, &c. 
God bestows on his servants, and even enemies, 
here on earth ;- and then to infer the infinitely 
superior glory of heaven. He cited adnurably 
the cases of Moses, Abraham, Joshua, David, 
Peter, &c. What then (you say) w^e the 
defects? The heaven he described was with- 
out the Saviour, without pardon, without holi- 
ness ; his heaven was an intellectual, poetical 
paradise; be took for granted too, that all 
were in the right way to it. Thus, almost all 
ihe great ends of preaching were lost, and 
worse than lost. Still the sermon did me good, 
because much of it was true, as fiur as it went ; 
and I was glad to hear a priest stand on P^ro- 
testant ground, and appeal to the Bible, and the 
Bible only. The immense church was crowded 
to excess, and hung on the lips of the preacher. 
He preached from memory. His manner was 
serious, vehement, impassioned. He so affected 
the people, that, at the pauses, positively nearly 
the whole congregation were in tears* 
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Ijyon^ Thiesdayy Sept. 23. — We are still here ; 
my dear son, though much better, cannot travel. 
I have called in a physician ; for there are no 
apothecaries here as in England. The ordi- 
nary fee is three francs a visit; but five or six 
are e3qpected, my banker tells me, of an En* 
glishman. He writes prescriptions, which are 
made up at the druggist's or pastry-cook's ; for 
half his medicines are syrups and sweetmeats. 
I have sent his brother by the diligence to 
Geneva, that he may go on to Lausanne 
and fetch the rest of the family to me. By re- 
turning this way home, they will go v^y little 
out of their route, and they will also see Lyon, 
the second city of France. I am obUged, how- 
ever, by this plan, to break my engagements 
with my kind friends at Geneva, which I had 
fixed for Thursday the ^th ; and I much regret 
that I shall not revisit Lausanne. I omitted 
to see several things there ; especially the 
house and libraiy of Gibbon. My friends told 
me that the Ubrary was locked up — no bad 
thing for the world — and that the terrace mid 
summer-house, where he completed his history 
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in 1787/ were &IIing into decay. He left, like 
all other daring infidels, a refutation of his 
principles behind him in the pride, impurity, 
vanity, and ridiculous selfishness of his moral 
character. — As to fidelity and trust-worthiness 
in his history, it has been demonstrated that 
his statements of facts cannot at aU be relied 
on where Christianity is concerned^ 

Wednesday. — My eldest son set off in the 
mail yesterday, at a, quarter before three, for 
Geneva and Lausanne. I sit with my sick son, 
read to him, talk with him, amuse him, give 
him his medicines; and take walks about the 
town and neighbourhood in the course of the 
day. I can, however, at present give you very 
little account of Lyon, except that it contains 
one hundred and seventy-five thousand souls. 
This is immense for a city not the capital of 
the country. It is finely situated at the con- 
fluence of the Saone and the Rhone, which 
flow nearly parallel for some time before their 
junction, and allow this noble city to rise be? 
tween them. It is just as if London had two 
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rivers like the Thames, between Which its chief 
buildings and streets were built. Over these 
rivers the Lyonese have erected Beven or eight 
bridges; and on the banks have formed de- 
lightful quays and walks. This is an advantage 
peculiar to Lyon. You never saw such beau- 
tiful promenades for a mile or two together, 
on the sides both of the Saone and the Rhone, 
as there are here. The spot is pointed out 
by the guides where Hannibal is supposed 
to have crossed the Rhone in his celebrated 
invasion of Italy. The body of the old town 
is dirty, narrow, dark, miserable; but the new 
parts are open, spacious, elegant. We are at 
the Hotel du Provence in the Rue de la Cha- 
rity. On our right hand, we can see the 
Rhone ; on our left, a noble square, or place, 
with walks of linden trees on one side, and 
the range of hills called La Fourvii^re, rising 
beyond. This hill of Fourvi^re was the object 
of my walk yesterday. Its proper name is 
Fort Viel, Forum Vetus, on which the ancient 
city,. in the time of the Romans, was founded 
(about the time of the death of Caesar). The 
view which I there obtained of the whole 
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neighbourhood was superb ; absolutely it was 
enchanting. The vast expanse of unimpeded 
prospect, the noble rivers, the bridges, the 
buildings, the quays, the churches, the hills 
surrounding the town on one side, and clothed 
with country-houses and vineyards, were all 
sketched in the magnificent landscape; whilst 
the distant Alps (including Mont Blanc when 
the weather is clear) in the farther ground 
formed, as it were, the frame of the picture. 
How {Gainful to turn from all these beauties to 
the chapel of Notre Dame, on this eminence, 
which was re-opened by Pope Pius VII, at his 
last journey through Lyon. The Virgin here 
has wrought wonderful miracles, and people 
come on pilgrimage to it ! Half the chapel 
was covered with votive tablets. I think I 
speak within compass, when I say there were 
thousand^ of them. Is this the way to cure 
the infidelity of the French ? O, when will a 
little common-sense enter the heads of the 
priests ? But Popery is a " strong delusion f 
the energy of error ! I was much pleased with 
three soldiers whom I met at Fourvi^re, and 
who, seeing I was a stranger, really loaded me 
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with civilities, with a gaiety quite surprising ; 
and positively refused to take any recompence. 
The revolutionists in 1798 did infinite mischief 
at Lyon. It was besieged by the Jacobins, 
and unknown murders were committed. The 
statues of Louis XTV., two fountains, and all 
the public buildings in Belle Cour, were levelled 
to the ground. A monument is raised to two 
hundred and ten Lyonese who were coolly shot 
after the siege. 

Thursday Mormngj Sept. 2Bih. — Lyon quite 
charms me. It is increasing daily. Buildbgs 
are rising on every side. Commerce has been 
regularly improving since the peace of 1815. 
Silk is the chief manufacture. There is a 
large military, as well as civil power, in the town. 
The. streets are always crowded with people. 

Ffiday Momingf Sept, 26*, nine o* clock. — 
My dear son, thank God, is amending. Yes- 
terday I went to see the Hotel de Ville, and 
die Palais des Arts. The Hotel de Ville is 
one of the finest in Europe. It is an immense 
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pile in the form of a quadrangle, with a noble 
court in the midst. The mayor resides there, 
and has state apartments, as in our Mansion 
House. The great staircase is adorned with 
a painting of the burning of the city, in the 
first century, as described by Seneca. The 
large hall was occupied with a balloon and 
parachute, in which Miss Garnerin is about to 
ascend neopt Sunday^ and which is now ex- 
hibiting gratis. The Palais des Arts was, be^ 
fore the Revolution, an Abbey of Benedictine 
Nuns (just as the Garde des Corps and Gens- 
d'armes here have occupied another convent). 
It contains a curious collection of Egjrptian, 
Greek, and Roman antiquities. A model of a 
temple found at Pompeii pleased me extremely. 
But the most interesting thing is part of the 
Speech of the Emperor Claudius, when censor 
of Rome, on the question of first admitting into 
the Roman senate the great personages of the 
neighbourhood of Lyon. It is engraven on 
bronze, and is now fixed in the wall of the 
Museum, so as to be easily legible. It was 
found in 15S8, in digging a canal through a 
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hill near Lyon. It is the more valuable 
because Tacitus^ in the Eleventh Book of his 
Annals^ gives this self-same speech, but so al- 
tered and embellished, as scarcely to retain a 
trace of the original — the line of argument is 
qmte different. It thus may serve, perhaps, as 
some test of the .fidelity of the other speeches 
in Tacitus and Livy. It is a triumphant re- 
flection, that the evidences of the truth of 
Christianity have been uniformly, and with- 
out a single exception, confirmed by all the 
discoveries of . historical monuments .during 
eighteen centuries. Medals, speeches, altars, 
pillars, chronicles, arches, found in all coun- 
tries, and of all ages, have united to confirm the 
facts on which Christianity rests. O, that this 
Christianity might be purified from superstition 
ieuid idolatry, and be displayed in its native 
^cacy on the hearts and lives of mankind! 
It is not so much evidence that we want, as re- 
pentance, faith, grace, love, holiness, salvation. 

Saiwrdayy Sqpt. 27th. — My dearest John is 
now nearly well. I expect my dear family 
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from Lausanne to-night, and then our domestic 
circle will again he complete. I had no spirits 
yesterday^ to go and see any thing ; hut this 
morning I haye visited St. beu6e, ibe site of 
the ancient city, though now. only a suhurb* 
I here visited the Roman baths at the Ursuline 
Monastery (formerly so, for all the monasteries 
and convents were abolished at the Revolution). 
These baths consist of a series of numerous 
dark vaults, communicating with each other, 
and no longer interesting except from their an* 
tiqmty. I theti went to what was the Garden 
of the Minimes, and saw the remains of the 
Roman Amphitheatre, where the early Chrisi- 
tians were exposed to the wild beasts* This 
scene affected me extremely. The form of 
the Amphitheatre remains, after a lapse of six* 
teen centuries. Some traces may be discovered 
of the rising seats of turf, and several dilapi- 
dated brick vaults seem to indicate the places 
where the wild beasts, and perhaps the holy 
martyrs, were guarded. A still more elevated 
range of seats, to which you ascend by decayed 
stone steps, seems to have been the place allotted 
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the magistrates and regulators of the bar-" 
barous shows. A peaceful vineyard now flou* 
rishes where these scenes of horror once reigned. 
I visited^ after this^ the Church of St. Iren^ej 
built in the time of the Romans, when the liberty 
of public worship was refused the Christians. It 
is subterraneous, and contains the bones of th6 
many thousand Christians who were martyred 
in the year 202, under the Emperor Severus. 
It is of this noble army of martyrs that Mihier 
gives such an interesting account. An inscrip-^ 
tion on the church states, that St. Pothinus was 
sent by Polycarp, and founded it ; and was mar^* - 
tyred under the Emperor Antoninus ; that St. 
IrenoBUS succeeded him, and converted an in-^ 
finite multitude of Pagans, and suffered inar^ 
tyrdom, together with nineteen thousand Chris-^ 
tians, beside women and children^ in the year 
902 ; and that in the year 470, the church was 
beautified. Oh what a wickedness is persecu- 
tion, whether pagan, popish, or protestantt 
And yet, till the beginning of the last century^ 
it was hardly banished from the general habits 
of Europe. Would to God that even now it 
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Digitized by VjOOQiC 



168 AQUEDUCT. 

could be said to be utterly rooted out! I 
have not an exact recollection of what MUner 
says, and dierefore may be wrong in giving 
credit to some of these particulars; but I have 
a strong impression that the main facts agree 
with the tradition on the spot ; and I confess, 
I beheld the scene with veneration. I abnost 
forgive the processions which are twice in the 
jFear made to this sacred place*. Near to this 
ehurch are some fine remains of a Roman aque- 
duct for conveying water to the city, built at 
the time of Julias Caesar. A convent of three 
hundred kiuna has arisen since the peace, in 
the same place, of the order of St. Michel, 
where many younger daughters are sent from 
the best famUies, to be got out of the way^ just 
the same as under die ancient regune. In 
saying this I do not forget that the education 
in many of the convents is, upon the whole, 
excellent, and that the larger number of young 
persons are placed there merely for a few 
years for that purpose. The cimeti^re, or 

• See note at the end of thiB letter, p. 173. 
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public burifd ground, is a fine spacious plot of 
fi?e hundred feet by eight hundred, planted 
vith trees, and guarded from aU outrage. It 
aflPords many an affecting, solemn,. instrucliTe 
lesson* As I returned to our hotel, I visited 
the remains of the arsenal, which was Ira? at 
down in the siege of 1798. Our physician teUs 
me, the scenes of that period ware terrific; he 
really trembled when he began to talk of it 
Lyon was hated by the jacobins for its loyaky, 
its riches, its commerce; a regular siege was 
laid against it by die Convention, and it was 
taken by storm. The deliberate murders which 
were daily committed afterwards are imiescrilM^ 
bie« No wonder Bonaparte was hailed as| a 
dehverer frcmi such horrors. I am struck in 
pasamg ihrou^ die streets near the churches, 
to see women with stalls selling pictures as 
o&rings to the Virgin ; this marks dK popu* 
lar taste for superstition, which is reviving. 

Soiturday Evenings ten d'clock.'^My dearest 
wife, with my son and daugbter,,arrived al eight 
o^clock this evening; all in perfeot heakh, 

m2 
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through God'^s great goodness: I never saw 
them look so well Daniel reached Geneva at 
three o^clock on Wednesday ; went the next day 
to Lausanne, settled every thuig there, set off 
in our other voiture with post-horses on Friday 
(yesterday) morning, and arrived here safely 
this- evening after a journey of one hundred 
and thirty miles. It is quite deUghtfiil to me 
to see them .all again in such health and 
comfort* Ann has brought me three letters 
from you; one dated jJuly 9th, from. Cologne; 
the second, August @lst ; and the third, Sept^ 
8th: . this . makes . the series complete. * The 
varied information they contain interests me 
beyond expression. The death of my dearest 
brother and friend Amott* cuts me to the 
heart What a loss! But what a happy 
Christian death ! His sudden, departure over- 
whelms me. I have lost a friend not to be re- 
placed; a friend, whose advice, piety, and 
judgment, were only equalled by his sincerity 

* The Rev. Samuel Ainott^ perpetoal curate of £ast-^ 
boiQiie> near Midhuist 
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and tendernesisf. The clergyman who attended 
his dying bed has written me a most interesting 
account of his blessed end I 

Sunday Mornings Sept. 9&th. — ^Thank God, 
we haye all had a good night. This is my 
fifteenth Sunday of entire silence and rest from 
the composition and delivery of sermons. I 
attribute my present change of health, under 
God, to this utter cessation from labour. But 
it is painfril to me. My Sundays are my grief 
and burden. The sudden call of my dear 
Arnott fills me with solemn anticipations of 
my own account, so soon to be rendered at the 
bar oif Christ my Saviour. I beg the earnest 
prayers of all my friends for me, that I may 
be enabled to walk humbly with God ; and at 
length finish my course with joy, and the mL 
nistry which I have received of the Lord Jesus 
My gratitude in having all my dear family well 
and comfortable around me, is great. 

Yours, 

D. W- 
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NUe referred top. 156. 

Afl the impreflflion I received of the religiotts state of 
Chamherry was unfavourable, I feel apecniiar pleasure in 
relating the following anecdote. Two English ladies 
were passing dirough a valley in the neighbourhood of 
Chamherry a year or two back. They met a female 
peasant of an interesting appearance^ apparently between 
twenty and thirty years of age. They engaged in con- 
versation with her^ ssd found she was in service^ and had 
\ff her industry saved money enough to buy a cow^ whidi 
she had prasented to her parents. Upon taming the 
conversation towards religion^ she took out a book in 
which was the following paper sealed in it, which her 
priest had given her. I add^ though it is not needed, a 
translation, as the lines happen to be short. 

Chretien, souviens tu que Christian, remember that 



tu as aujourdliui 
tJn Dieu ^ glorifier, 
Un C^lrist ^ imitor, 
To«s ks angea k bonorer, 
UBeameaaauver, 
Un corps k mortifier, 
Des vertus k demander, 
Des p^ch^ \ pleurer, 
Un paradis a gagner, 
Un enfer \ ^viter^ 
Une eternity k m^diter, 



thou hast to-day 
A God to glorify, 
A Christ to imitate. 
All the angels to honor, 
A soul to save, 
A body to mortify,^ 
Virtues to implore. 
Sins to weep over, 
A paradise to gain, 
A hen to avoid. 
An eternity to meditate on. 
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Un temps ^ m^oaga. Time to husband, 

Un prochain I, ^difier^ A neighbour to edify, 

Un monde a apprehendre, A world to fear, 

Des danoDs a combattre. Devils to combat, 

Des passions k abattre. Passions to subdue, 

£t, peut^^tre, la mort a And, perhaps, death to suf- 

souffirir, fef , 

£t le jugement ^ subir. And judgment to undergo. 

Upon further talking with her, she seemed reaUy im*- 
pressed with the importance of the truths contained in 
the paper, and to be endeavotiring to practise them daily. 
I cannot describe the pleasure which such indiyidual 
facts afibid me. The load which weighs upon my mind 
when I reflect on the system of popery is sensibly 
lightened when I find that by a happy inconsistency 
(which is not confined to the Roman Catholic com- 
munion) the hearts and lives of many are so much better 
than their creed would lead one to expect. May God in- 
crease the nimibeT ! 



Second note referred to p. 16S^ 

Upon looking carefully into Milner's incomparable 
Ecclesiastical History, since I came home, I find there 
were two early persecutions of the Christians at Vienne 
and Lyon (neighbouring French towns), one about the 
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year of our Lord 169, under the Emperor MarcttB Anto* 
ninus; the second onder Septimus Seyerus^ about the 
year 202. The first of these is best known^ and all 
the accounts of M ilner relate to it. The scene of its 
cruel executions was the amphitheatre which I visited as 
above related. The. second is not so credibly attested^ 
but at the same time may on the whole be believed to 
have taken place. The church of St. Iren^e relates ex^ 
-clusively to it. Pothinus was bishop of Lyon during 
the first cruelties; he had been a disciple of the blessed 
Polycarp^ the contemporary of the Apostle John. He 
perished about the year 169^ being upwards of ninety 
years of age: he had been sent^ in all probability^ by 
Polycarp from Smyrna to found these French churches; 
for the merchants of Smyrna and Lyon were the chief 
navigators of the Mediterranean sea. This could not be 
very long before the persecution burst out. He was ac- 
companied in his apostoUcal labours by Irensus^ an 
Asiatic Greek also^ who wrote the interesting and au- 
thentic account of the first acts of the martyrs^ preserved 
by Eusebius^ and given so well by Milner. Irenieus 
succeeded Pothinus as bishops and suffered martyrdom 
in the persecution of SOS* 

In the first persecution of 169^ the power of divine 
grace appeared little less thkn apostolical in the church 
of Lyon. The christians were exposed not once only, 
but several times to th^ wild beasts in the very amphi- 
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theafxe over whidi*I walked — one day extraordiiiary of 
these brutal shows was given to the people^ for the sake 
of expoehig a greater number of Christians. Some were 
previously led round the amphitheatre^ a tablet being 
carried before them, simply with the words, " These 
are Christians ;" for the term Christian was then used 
instead of arguments, just as the w(Hrds Lollard, Puritan> 
Pietist, Methodist, Calvinist, Evangelical, Saint, &c. 
have since supplied its place. The Christians^ if the 
beasts failed to destroy them, were placed in hot iron 
chairs. A most eminent female martyr, Blandina^ was 
four several times tormentM in the most savage manner. 
Once she was suspended from a stake in the form of a 
cross, and exposed as food tP the wild beasts, none of 
whom however at that time touched her; on another day 
she was first scourged, then torn by the beasts in the 
amphitheatre, then placed in the scorching iron chair, 
and lastly enclosed in a net and thrown to a bull, which 
having tossed her for some time, she breathed her last in 
Xhe firm faith of Christ. Under all these sufibrings the 
martyrs remained unmoved, yea, rejoiced in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and were filled with the comforts of the 
Holy Ghost, and the hopes of a blessed resurrection. I 
reaUy cannot divest my mind of the associations awakened 
by these afiecting circumstances, connected with my visit 
to the very spot where they pccurred. 
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The second peraecatkm took place' when Ireneus was 
iMshop^ in the year 909, about thirty or forty years affcfer 
the first, and under die Emperor Seyerus, who is gene- 
rally thought to have been governor of Lyon during the 
preceding one. Our accounts of it are slendor. Gregory 
of Tours and the ancient martyrdogists inform us^ 
" that after several torments Irent&us was put to deaths 
and together with him almost all the Christians of that 
populous city^ whose numbers could not be reckoned^ so 
that the streets of Lyon flowed with the Uood of Chris- 
tians." Mr. MUner thinks this statement may be some- 
what exa^erated ; but he considers that there is no cir- 
cumstance of improbability in the fact itself^ and that the 
known cruelty of Severus and his former connexion with 
Lyon, gives to the persecution a strong degree of credi- 
bility. It is to this second persecution that the subterra- 
neous church of St Iren^, and the inscription concern- 
ing die nineteen thousand Christians, refers. Milner 
says nothing of the vestiges and records of these two fiery 
trials, stall subsisting at Lyon. But I cannot help think- 
ing they add some weight to facts already attested by the 
evidence which I have detailed. At least to my mind 
the connexkm is most instructive and gratifying. 

We find that about the year 250, the gospel which had 
so gloriously begun in Lyon, was flourishing and dif- 
fusing itself' in France. A bishop named Satuminus 
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was then at Thoulouse. Seyeral other churches had been 
founded^ as at Tours^ Arks^ Narbonne^ and Paris. The 
bishops of Thonkmse and Paris afterwards suffered for 
the faith of Christ; but thej left churches^ in all proba- 
bility^ very flourishing in piety. And France in general 
was blessed with the light of salvation. 

I say nothing here of Peter Waldo^ the celebrated 
Reformer^ of Lyon^ because he did not flourish till the 
twelfth century. 
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LETTER XVL 

Lyony September 2Sih, 1823, 
Sunday Evenif^, 

MY DEAREST SISTEB, 

OuB sermoii this mornings at the 
Protestant church, was good ; but not so simple 
and awakening as the vast concerns of eternity 
demand at the hand of the minister of the Go- 
spel. I spoke, after service, to a respectable 
gentleman near.me, who turned out to be the 
former pastor of the church ; for it is a curious 
thing, that after a certain age the ministers, 
though in good health, retire, as no longer ca- 
pable of exciting that effect which depends on 
powerfuP and energetic voice and action. This 
is quite shocking. It makes preaching a sort 
of rhetorical declamation. This minister in- 
formed me there were five or six thousand 
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Protestants in and about Lyon; apd yet only 
one church, and one service in that church* 
There is a Bible Society which he tells me is 
not very flourishing. The Government now 
is not favourable to the Protestants. In the 
Catholic churches I could find out no sermon. 
I sent out a servant to inquire with much care ; 
I also searched myself; but in vain. Thus» one 
hundred and seventy-five thousand souls were, 
I fear, without a single public discourse to-day 
on the doctrine of salvation, except the few 
hundreds at the Protestant Church. In fact, 
the Sabbath^ which should be " our delight, 
holy of the Lord and honourable," is lost on the 
Continent. When it is spoken of, it is called 
afSte or holyday, indiscriminately with the Na- 
tivity or Assumption of the Virgin Mary ; and 
these fetes are the regular seasons of public 
processions^ and celebrations. Nay, the news- 
papers, the theatres, &c.,'are actually suspended 
on St. Francis** day or the Feast of the Virgin ; 
but on the Sunday are regularly carried on, 
and more eagerly followed than ever. The 
Sunday is, in short, the day for shows, amuses 
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mentSy disiipatioB, vicioas pkasiffes ot every 
kind. There are, of ooune, AouaandB in the 
Protestant Churches who keep sacred this holy 
day, and rejoice in its blessed services as much 
as the most devont Englishman can. do. In 
the Catholic Chnrch also there are doubtless 
many, many real servants of Christ who do the 
same. But speaking generaUy, the Sabbath is 
utterly lost <m ike Continent — it is no longer 
die LOBD^'s BAY, but the day of the ooi> op this 
woELiK Ol a new- refonnation is wanted. 
The spirit of the martyrs of Lyon b extinct. 
May the same grace which formed that noble 
army in the second and third centuries de- 
scend on Lyon in the nineteenth ! We have 
had our two private services. My heart b at 
St. John's. 

Mendcn/f September 99^. — I have but Kttk 
to say to-day ; indeed^ my letters must, of ne*- 
cesdity^ become dufi and uninterestang now we 
are all stationary in a town. My eldest son 
and I have visited this morning llie Public Lt- 
%rary, which contains one hundred thousand 
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Volumes. We saw a part of a bomb which, in 
1793> had been thrown by the mad Revolution* 
ists into the Library. It penetrated a large 
globe ; the part of the bomb, as well as the 
hole it made, remain unaltered. We went 
next to L^otel Diea, an immense hospital, 
one of the honours and ornaments of France. 
It was first founded in the sixth century; 
the chief rooms are divided into four compart- 
ments, with an altar in the middle, fi*om which 
the prayers may be heard by all the patients. 
There are eleven hundred beds, one hundred 
and fifty nurses, eight physicians, and a labo^ 
ratory for medicines. The nurses are called 
" Les Soeurs de la Charity." They form a re- 
ligious order, and entirely devote themselves 
to attendance on the sick in^ the hospital. 
They wear a dress of brown stuff— their cru- 
cifix hangs low firom the neck — ^their whole 
appearance is clean and respectable. This is 
a religious body, like that at Great St. Bernard, 
really useful to the community. The front of 
the hospital facing the Rhone is magnificent, 
and is now being completed. The bedsteads 
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of the patients are of iron, and every thing had 
the appearance of cleanliness and comfort. 
The Hospice de la Charite next attracted our 
curiosity ; it is quite a separate thing from the 
former. It is a religious establishment, con^ 
sisting of fifty sisters, and twenty brothers, de 
la Chariti ; these superintend the house, which 
receives three or four hundred old persons 
above the age of seventy, who are entirely sup- 
ported, clothed, and fed in the Hospice. It 
maintains also seven or eight thousand found- 
lings or orphan children, chiefly at nurseries 
in the country. It admits also des files en- 
ceintes, for their lying-in. This pavt of the plan 
fills me with great apprehension as to its moral 
tendency. It is in fact a premium upon vice. 
The fearful numbers of exposed or foundling 
children is a moumfiil proof of degenerated 
morals ; one thousand three hundred and eighty 
have been here received this year, that is in nine 
months ; a large proportion, I should think, of 
' all the births at Lyon. I am quite sure that 
the licensing and raising taxes from gambling 
.houses, and other places of a profligate, cha- 
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racter^ must directly tend to recognize and in^ 
crease fatal immoralities. The whole system 
Uaust be rotten to the core to admit of sudi re^ 
gulations. Jt is a still worse practice to suffer 
wretches stationed within houses of the worst 
description to be inviting passengers to enter^ 
with a loud voice, and in the middle of the 
day. O what a fidling off, since the noble 
army of martyrs died for the name of the 
Lord Christ, on this very spot ! 

Tuesdajff one o'clock, Noon,- — The former 

pastor at Lyon called on me yesterday. I 

had a long conversation with him. He defends 

the r^glement at ' Geneva. This morning ^I 

went and breakfasted with him and his wife 

and family; all amiable, obliging; — ^but J 

wanted something more of the spirit of real 

Christianity. He expressed great surprise at 

the state of Ireland — at our refusing the Ca* 

tholics civil privileges — at our neglect of the 

education of our poor— at the disturbances and 

riots in England. I made such answers as I 
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could on these points. He then requested me 
to visit an English family in his neighbour- 
hood which had just lost its father. I went. 
I found a widow and four grown-up daughters. 
What was my astonishment to discovery after a 
while, that it was a family who had lived in 
the very house where I was bom, in London ! 
They have been three years at Lyon. They 
are extremely well spoken of. The father 
died yesterday afternoon. The visit, though 
shorty seemed much to reUeve them. Thus, in 
a foreign land, some little duties of charity 
present themselves. If God had pleased, the 
affliction and death might have been in my 
own house ! My son Daniel is to attend the 
funeral for me to-morrow; for I am obliged 
to go o£^ for a few days, to Geneva, about 
Scotfs Bible. I should have gone last week 
if my son's illness had not prevented me. My 
friends are waiting to hold the promised meet- 
ing. I intend rejoining my family on Tuesday 
at Dijon, on the way to Paris. 

Geneva, 116 miles from Lyon^ Wednesday 
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Evmifig, seven, oklook^ Oct. i; . 1808;— I Jet tiffi 
in the mail fr6m lijsoiTat three yesterday after^ 
noon^ and arrived here at half-past three thii 
afiemoon. This. said mdil coach is. a he«vy. 
lumbering carriage, with an infinity of likg^ 
gage, traveling four miles aiid threie' quarters 
m the hour. I was in the cabriolet; a sort ^t 
outside seat, in front of ihe carriage^ with tiier 
prolongedroof of the coach to cover ine, and 
a good leather to draw lip in fronts -490 that' 
you pay the same as for an inside place' (twenty^ 
two francs^ about sev^iteen shillings); Qm. 
evening and night were warm and fine, and 
the morning was . charmihgi ' Thie' coxuitiy 
wMch. we. passed before night-fall was beauti- 
ful, cm the banks of the Ahone, which you wiU 
remember flows > firom Geneva to^ Lyon. We 
had supper at ten o'clock/ at Pont d^Afti, and 
I actually dosed and slept all the night after-^ 
wards, and a goodpart of toniay. We break- 
fiuBted at Bellegarde at eight, and. walked to 
see what is called the Perte du Rhone — the 
Loss of the Rhone; a most curious pheno- 

N)8 
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inmOD. ' The Rbbne Bows majestieatty from 
Gteoeya^ in a bed of tbree or four hundred 
feet, till it reaches a defile between the moun- 
tains Jura and V ouache^ where it has only from 
sixty to one hundred and twenty feet of 
width. The rocks then become narrower and 
narrower, tiU such hard and insuperable masses 
pveseht themselves, that the river, unable to 
break through them, has made itself a passage 
underneath* The Rhone disappetat for sixty 
fiset; it^hen rises again, and soon resumes its 
noble:tide* I never saw any thing at all resem- 
bling it: you stand upon the bridge, and view 
on one side of it the finie river flowing along ; 
and on tihe other side, where you expect it to 
continue its course, there is nothing to be seen 
but dry rocks. At the point whei^ the moun* 
tains first narrow themselves a strong fori ia 
built, L^cluse, which Juhus Caesar described 
one thousand eight hundred years ago. It is 
the only entrance into France from the French 
part of SwitjE^rland. As we drew near Ge- 
neva we passed Femey, and I ran up to see 
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which^ in hypocrisy the most detestable^ hii 
built near it; still it was something for Chrk-^ 
tianity to have forced such a man to acknow*^ 
ledge in any way her importance and .truth K 
The church is low and mean. I am now at 
Geneva, for the purpose of inquiring^ after the^ 

'* When I arrived at Paris^ one of the first diingn I^ 
heard was, that a Bible Society had been foianed at Fer-^ 
ney^ chiefly by the aid of the Baron deStad. Whata noble 
triumph for Christianity over this daring InfiidiBl ! On^ 
of the. first e£fect8 of the revival of true rel^op^ or even 
of sound learning, in France, I should think, would he 
to lower the credit of this profligate, crafty, superficial, 
ignoriint, incorrect writer. What plea can wit, or clever- 
ness, or the force of satire, or the talent of ridicule,^ 
or a fascinating style, or the power of brilliant descrip- 
tion, form, in a Christian country, for a man who em- 
ployed them all, with a bitterness and ferocity of mind' 
amounting almost to madness, against the Christian re* 
ligion and the person of the Saviour? It is an unhappy > 
circumstance that the present French Government is 
said to have mingled party politics with his name, and 
by ill-judged indignities to have attached a new po-- 
pularity to his impious works. 
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ttandatkA of Seolt It is quite painful to me 
to be thua separated so often from my dear 
fiunily; but circumstances of duty render it 
indispensable. Before I finish to-night, tired 
as I am, I must tell you what peculiarly agree* 
able companions I had on the road ; a Pro^ 
feasor of Divinity at Lausanne, a ^eat friend 
of the Bible Society, and his family. We soon 
became acquainted, and had a great deal of 
interesting conversation — I tried to do some 
good to an apparendy pious, but timid man. It 
was an important occasion, which I endeavoured 
to use to the very best of my judgment, espe- 
cially in the way of removing prejudice and 
stimulating to zeal. But I must really yrish 
you good night 

Geneva, Thursday, Oct. ^nd, three d*clocJc. — 
Thank God I slept twelve hours last night. — 
This morning I have been walking about the 
town, partly on business, and partly to obtain 
further information as to the moral and reli^ 
gious habits of the town. In passing along 
the streets, I observed a procession of Ca- 
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diolic priests, and followed them into the 
Catholic church. They were celebrating maai 
for the repose of the soal of the late Pope. 
An immense kind of tomb was erected in ike 
middle of the church, with inscriptions on 
each side, and bougies lighted all around. 
Printed papers were giyen about in the church, 
with a copy of the inscriptions, and an extract 
from an artful seductive letter of the late Pope, 
relative to the Genevese. One of the inscrip- 
tions was the famous passage, ''Thou art 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,^ 
&c. ; quite forgetting, that it was not Peter 
personally, but instrumentally, as confessing 
the deity and mediation of Christ, and about to 
preach this for the conversion of mankind, that 
our Lord spoke of. But any thing serves for 
a pretext where the Holy Scriptures aj*e un- 
known. What most struck me was, to see this 
in the heart and centre of a Protestant city. 
It was, however, the French who first com- 
pelled the Genevese to admit the Catholics. 
In coming from Lyon to Geneva, I noticed, 
that the postillions and common people rather 
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ridicdied the priests than otherwise. At dini^^ 
to-day, at the table-d'hdte, I met three French 
gentlemen, pretty well informed; Bonaparte 
was the topic of admiration, and England also : 
they much praised England for the unity 
which: animated it the moment any common 
danger threatened; this formed, in their. view, 
the greatness of our nation,— The environs of 
Geneva are very fine. I walked to-day, on the 
bastion, or promenade of the Rhone, at the 
end of which there is a charming view of the 
Lake and adjoining country. La Treille is 
another beautiful promenade of a similar kind. 
But the town itself is crowded and mean, 
except the upper streets and buildings on the 
summit of the hiU, which are noble and hand^ 
some. The weather is cold^— a good deal of 
snow fell last night on the Jura, over which I 
passed on Tuesday ; and on Mount St. Ber-* 
nard, I understand, it lies four feet deep, with 
so strong a wind as almost to carry away the 
traveller. 

flight ocloch — I have had a meeting with 
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ihe translators of Scott, and have been de- 
light^. All is going on well. The chief trans- 
lator has a secretary to copy the manuscript—^ 
every thing promises that St. Matthew will be 
ready for the press in a few> monthly. I was in* 
troduced to a French minister of Hamburgh, of 
raretalentSy ai\d as rare piety, who will, I trust, 
help me. ^ I shall, however, have enough to do, 
both here and at Paris, to arrange details. As I 
went to the meeting, I called on. one of the pro- 
fessors of the University. I was grieved at the 
spirit of prejudice and bigotry which he showed 
against all sorts of evangelical truth — a harsh, 
violent, impracticable man — a Socinian, appa^ 
rently, in principle. He really frightened me> 
by his fierce attack on spiritual religion. O 
what a blessing to have been educated in 
sounder views of the Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour, and to have some hope that we know- 
and love that Saviour in sincerity of heart ! I 
forgot to say,. that my friend, the Professor of 
Lausanne, told me that he had distributed near 
eight thousand Bibles in his Canton, and finds 
that six thousand more will be.wanted^ in order 
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to supply the whde deficiency; lie has also 
nearly ridsed a fund, the interest of which will 
supply the poor of the Craton de Vaud with 
Bibles in perpetuity. How much solid good 
may one man do^ and a man who, in some re- 
spects, may be deemed too fearful ; and what 
a Uesfting is the Bible Society, to present a 
suitable object to such a man ! 

Friday Evenings hai^-ftui nine^ Oct. 8. — 
This morning, at nine, I accompanied some 
pious friends to Batigny, about six miles from 
Geneva. The morning was wet ; but the ride 
was through a fine country. Satigny contains 
about one thousand two hundred souls; to- 
wards whom the minister I went to visit is a 
true shepherd. We had a committee of four 
hours on the affidr of Sc6tt's Bible. My friend 
from Hamburgh has agireed to undertake the 
tiranslation of Milner^s Church History, and 
thus relieve my chief translator of a work for 
which he was engaged, and leave him at liberty 
for devoting himi^elf to Scott We. returned 
from Satigny about four; and as soon as I had 
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dined, I w^ilt to hear a iiiimster preach, who 
was some time since removed firom his office in 
the college at Geneva on account of his evan- 
gelical sentiments. I was pleased. His man- 
ner was so pathetic^ so cahn, so persuasive, 
and his matter, upon the whole, so edifying 
that I have scarcely heard any thing like it 
cdnce I left London. He is an excellent 
man, a deeply -pious spiritually-minded Chris? 
tian, and a preacher of first-rate powers: there 
is an inexpressible unction in all he deUvers. 
Still his doctrine is a little too high, in my 
opinion, to be quite scriptural or safe in the 
long run; he does not sufficiently unite the 
preceptive and cautionary parts of Holy Writ 
with what are considered the consolatory and 
elevating— *a fault not important in a single 
discourse, but infinitely momentous as extend- 
ing over the whole system of a Minister's in- 
structions; and more especially if he stand 
almost alone,^ or be watched and suspected by 
his superiors in the church, or attract par- 
ticular observation on account of the difficulties 
of his situation* I am sure the Reformers well 
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understood this* SdQ the sennon did tne good; 
I passed over what I thought less scriptural ; 
and was edified, animated^ cheered by. the ge- 
neral tenor of the address. Whilst I was with 
my friend and translator, I looked for a minute 
into Milner^s History, and found, to my de* 
light, that the martyrs at Lyon were amongst 
the most holy of the primitive Christians. Po- 
thinus, their bishop, perbhed at the age of 
ninety. Irenaeus was a presbyter of the church. 
The fortitude of Blandina was, above all, re- 
markable. The sufibrings endured were in- 
credible. I now look back on Lyon, its am- 
phitheatre, its subterraneous church, &c. with 
double interest. I forgot to say that the King of 
fhe Netherlands appoints now the ministers to 
the Protestant churches, when they are vacant ; 
because the dissensions and animosities occa- 
sioned by the elections threw the towns into 
confusion. This right the King has just 
claimed, without asking any one^s leave. I 
suppose our King^s prerogative of nominating 
bishops and deans sprung from similar mis- 
chiefs ; but our King acts by responsible Mi-* 
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meters ih all his appointments, which makes 
an immense diffistenee. I observe every where 
a certain jealousy of England in the breasta 
of the peoplci and even of some good people. 
This feeling would not exist to the degree it 
i^eSf if English ti^avellers conducted them* 
selves with sound judgment, discretion, and 
Christian aflfection. Even now there are many 
thousand continental Christians who feel and ex-* 
press the sincerest love and the strongest attach- 
ment to their British brethren. Still I shall need 
much prudencie in managing the translation of 
Scott, and obtaining an entrance for it amongst 
&e great body of Protestants all over the con- 
tinent who speiak or read French — ^for.my ob- 
ject is nothing less. I see clearly that the 
project could only be safely trusted to private 
bands; a public society would not only spoil 
the work as a literary performance, but excite 
distrust and suspicion under the present cir- 
<^umstances of the continent. 

Sahirdajf Evenings nine ddock, Oct. 4. — ^I have 
had a very long, interesting, and instructive 
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day. I have been oiiit ten hours visiting the 
town. And first, the views from Geneva are 
most beautifiil. From the (brtifications, yoii 
behold on all sides a firuttful and variegaited 
country ; with the Alps and nearer foreground 
of mountains covered with snow. I sat for 
a minute on a .bench, about three o'clock^ 
just out of ihe town, and I could not help 
breaking out into admiration of the enchant- 
ing {wospect around me. I took a boat after- 
wards, and rowed (for the last time) on this 
lovely lake. I was more delighted, if possible, 
than ever. I must really cease to express 
my admiration of Swiss scenery. I am, per- 
haps, more enthusiastic on this subject just 
now, because I have seen to-day an admirable 
model of the greater part of my Swiss tour. 
It was twenty-six feet long by eighteen. The' 
scale was small, Mont Blanc b^ing only eleven 
inches high ; but it was quite sufficient to re- 
call all my feelings of pleasure. It inchided 
Greneva on one side, and the Grimsel, Furca, 
Lucem, Sic. on the oti^ers. I believe I tiild 
you that I saw a similar model of tiie centre 
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of Switzerland^ at Lucern, by Greneral Pfyffer, 
The next object I must mention is. the Ca^ 
thedral^ a fine, spacious^ unadorned buildingi 
with benches only (like all the Reformed 
churches), and the names of each proprietor 
pasted on the back of his seat. The noble 
reformers and divines of Geneva who had 
preached there two or three centuries back, 
came forcibly to my recoUection,-r-Farell — 
Viret — Calvin— Beza — Turretin,&c. For after 
all, it is not the buildings, but the men who 
filled them, and preached the gospel of Christ 
to a lost world, which gives the r^al interest, 
and excites the warmest and most grateful as- 
sociations of thought in such visits. I visited 
also the public library of fifty thousand volumes, 
which is open to all the city. It is curious to ob« 
serve haberdashers, t^ors, watchmakers, pastry* 
cooks, carpenters, porters, journeymen, citiaens 
of every class, flocking every Tuesday to receive 
or change their books — four hundred persons of 
. the common people on an average ; and they take 
out, not merely books of amusement, but of hi« 
BtoTf, philosophy, theology* Accordingly most 
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persons here are savans ; this springs from the 
extraordinary care paid to education, and from 
the ease and leisure connected with the habits 
of a smaD and free town. The good effect of tdl 
this on real religion and on the moral habits 
of a people I doubt— the pride of half-learning 
is a most dangerous thing in every view, and 
;most of all as it respects a real submission of 
the understanding and heart to the doctrines 
and grace of the goispel. I speak only gene- 
rally. Amongst the curiosities of the library, 
I give the first place to Calvin's Letters, which 
I venerated, though I could not decipher hU 
hand- writing, which is the most perplexed of 
any I have seen. That of Farell and Viret, 
his fellow-reformers, was much more intelligible. 
I forgot to say that I saw the spot where these 
reformers first preached at Geneva. A Letter 
of oiur Sir Isaac Newton pleased me in another 
view. A volume of St. Austm's Letters on 
papyrus, of the sixth centuiy, was curious. A 
copy of Cicero de Officiis, printed at Menti, 
in 1465, just after the invention of printing, 
had a notice at Jthe end, boasting that the .work 
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bad not been done with the pen, nor with ink, 
but accomplished by a certain magnijfScent art 
newly discovered. What immense progress has 
that art since made — what an engine of good 
and of evil is the press become in every free 
state! A noble copy of the Vulgate of the 
eighth century contained the disputed passage, 
1 John^ V. 8, 9. A book of Philip le Bel was 
on boards of wood^ covered with black wax, 
and written with a stylus or iron pen, — Let 
me now tell you whom I have seen to-day. I 
have been introduced to several of the pro- 
fessors and pastors. One allowed me to talk 
with him freely. He was complaining of the 
new Dissidents. I told him, the only way to 
keep a church united was to preach plainly 
and simply the Gospel of Christ ; that if this 
was not done at Geneva, the dissensions would 
increase more and more. He replied, that 
during the last century, Voltaire was read by 
every shop-boy ; and that the clergy, to keep 
the people Christians, confined themselves to 
moral topics merely ; now, however, the clergy 
were beginning to preach the Gospel, because 

VOL. II. o 
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die time$ required it. I observed upon this, that 
the Gospel was the same in every age, and that 
truth and duty, not fashion, were the rule of a 
minister's conduct. I added, that though I 
did not myself, in every particular, agree with 
Oalvin, yet on the points of the proper and 
supreme deity of Christ, the propitiation of his 
death, the fall of man, justification by iaith, 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, and good 
works as the fruit of faith, I fully accorded 
with him ; and that the first men in the Uni- 
versities of Oxford and Cambridge, and all the 
English clergy, agreed with me in the main, as 
to these doctrines, though many would, tui* 
doubtedly^ differ from me as to the manner 
of preaching and applying them. He received 
all I said with perfect good-temper, I have 
not time (for it is hal&past ten) to tell you of 
several other interviews ; I will only say, I sat 
an hour in the evening with my friend from 
Hamburgh, who delighted me with an account 
of the amazing revival of religion at that place— 
W impression made in the town— numbers con- 
verted — several young ministers raised up. My 
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heart was rejoiced. The Gospel, wherever it 
is truly preached, is still the power of God to 
salvation. 

Sunday Afternoon, three d clock, Oct, 5.— 
I went this morning at ten, to hear a celebrated 
preacher of this town. I was grieved. Talent 
xnis-employed, zeal wasted, arguments false or 
insuflScient — all fundamentally wrong. A ser- 
mon on affliction, leaving out almost all the 
jtnain topics, and grossly mistaking others. The 
church was fiill — congregation attentive— de^ 
livery good — ^matter ably arranged — all right, 
except the entire cioctrine of the discourse. 
After the sermon, I had a conference with a pious, 
amiable, aged minister, who mourns over the state 
of religion here, and prays and hopes foragra- 
dualimprovement in the body of pastors. He tells 
me, that subscription to the Helvetic Confession, 
whichresembles our thirty-nine articles, was abo- 
lished about a hundred years since, by the Council 
of State, in consequence of thevehement disputes 
of the pastors, amongst themselves. The cate- 
chism was set aside only in 1788 ; the reglement 

o2 
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followed*. At twelve o'^clock, I went to the 
English churchy and heard an excellent sermon 
from the resident chaplain. It did me good. 
The matter of it was as much superior to that 
which I had heard earlier in the morning, as 
Ae manner, composition, and delivery, were 
inferior. The contrast was striking : the French 
sermon, able, well-arranged, forcible — delivered 
witih the whole soul of the preacher ; the En^- 
glish, feeble, careless, unimpressive — delivered 
with the indifference of a school-boy. At two 
o^clock, I attended another of the pastors — a 
pleasing sermon, on the omniscience and omni- 
presence of God ; nothing contrary to sound 
4octrine — ^rather agreeable to it. — Thus far, 
then, have I gone in my sixteenth silent Sun- 
day. My dear family arrived, as I hope, at 
I>ijon from Lyon, last night; there I shall re- 
joice to meet them on Tuesday, that we may 
proceed on to Paris together, and return to 
dear, dear England. 

Sunday Evening, ten (/clock. — ^I have spent 
« See the note at the end of this letter^ p. 205. 
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a most delightful evening at one of the Pro- 
fessors of the University. We had family de- 
votion. In the midst of it arrived a French 
Protestant minister^ from the Cevennes^ in the 
department of the Garde. Our host, when he 
had ended his own prayer, asked him to pray^ 
and then me ; so that a minister of the Swiss^ 
French, and EngHsh churches, prayed in suc^ 
cession. We had then an hour and a half 
of most edifying conversation-^— quite delightful* 
The French minister complained loudly df 
the indiscretion of friends in England, in ad'^v 
dressing, a few years ago, drcular letters to 
the Protestant ministers of La Garden toin* 
quire whether they were persecuted, &c. The 
Pr^fet of his parish was extremely angry, and 
asked, what the English would have said if 
French priests had sent circular letters to the 
Catholics of Ireland, with similar inquirios! 
He told me also, that at the Revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes, in 1685, when Louis XIV. 
persecuted the Protestants of the Cevennes 
with his Dragonnades, he pulled down their 
churches to build forts : but that now within 
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a few years (since Bonaparte gave liberty to the 
Protestants), some of these forts have been de- 
stroyed, in return^ to build churches* Surely a 
retributive Providence rules the world, and is at 
times visibly apparent. This French minister 
from the sequestered mountains of Ceveimes 
charmed me— Hsuch piety, talent, vivacity, simpli* 
city, joined with an original creative mind, that 
lie quite arrested me. He has left that same sort 
of powerful impression which my dear friends, 
the French minister at Franckfort, and M. Wit- 
tenbach at Bern, in different ways, did. But I 
must absolutely close — ^the coach starts at half- 
past four in the morning. Adieu. 

Monday Morning, half-past Jbur.-r- At Ge- 
neva still, jiist going off for Dijon. Farewell 
Switzerland ! Morning cold, dark, and mi- 
serable. 

Yours affectionately, 

D. W. 
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j^ote refenred to p. 202. 

Thift r%lement of the chuiTch of Geneva^ which wan 
issued in May 1817^ and which prohibits the cletgy 
iVom inculcatlDg fully and explicitly^ the Divinity of 
Christy Original Sin^ Grace> and Predestination^ is one 
of the most afflicdve circuinBtanees which has occurred 
in any Protestant church since the reformation. The 
open peiseeutioli at Lausanne is nothing compared to 
this digging up Of the foundations Of the faith^ and 
poisoning the very wells of salvation. A laboured apo^ 
^ogj for it has been attempted by M. Simond^ in his late 
acute and able work*. He does not^ indeed^ scruple to 
regret that it was issued ; but the main purp^nrt of his 
remarks is to diow, that it was necessary to presenre the 
peace of the churdi^ and that the ministers of Geneva: 
have done right in not prolonging fruitleflB debates aflex 
fourteen c^turies of contention* 

This apolc^ is exactly agreeable to the indifibrencey 
as to religious opinions^ which is so Aushiouable in 
the present day. But the re^ question' is/ whether 
any body of ministers have a right to alter, conceal^ 
or check the full and fair development of the great truths 
of revelation^ on the plea of preserving peace. Are not 

♦ Voyage en Suisse. Paris, 1822, p. 353— 36S. 
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the doctrines of the Deity and Propitiation of the Son 
of God^ of the lost and fallen condition of man^ of the 
necessity of efficacious grace to the conversion of the 
heart from sin to holiness, and of the ascription of all we 
recelTe.and hope for to the mercy of God, the very sum 
and BUhstance of the Christian religion ? And thox^h 
the doctrine of the divine will in predestination he not a 
tenet equally fundamental, yet it is confessedly found in 
the HoLj Scriptures, and is avowed and expoimded in 
most of the Protestant confessions. The Seventeenth 
Article of the English church is expressly on this topic* 
As to the other three prohibited doctrines, I would 
ask. What is the great mystery of godliness, but " God 
manifest in the flesh ?" What the great proclamation of 
the gospel itself, but that ''God is in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself?" What the great charge brought 
against the human race, but that '' all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of Gtod," that '' by one man sin 
entered into the world," that, we ''are all by nature 
children of wrath,'* and that it is "God that worketh in 
us to will and to do of his good pleasure ?" What is the 
main summary of the whole scheme of revelation, but that 
"by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves : it is the gift of Go'l, not of works, Ifest any man 
should boast; for ye are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before or- 
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dained that ye should walk in them?'* And what was 
the chief glory of the reformation^ hut to hare hrought 
again these truths to lights and made diem the suhjects of 
public instruction? 

« It is true^ disputes and controyersieB hare, through 
the infirmity of man^ arisen in various ages^ on questions 
connected with these sublime mysteries. But are there 
not abundant remedies for such evils provided in the 
precepts and narratives of the New Testament, and espe- 
cially in the Epistles of St. Paul ? Was it ever imagined 
that the remedy of such debates was the annihilation of 
the whole gospel itself? Did St. Paul, on account of the 
dissensions at Corinth, cease to preach ** Jesus Christ and 
him crucified?" When the Galatians disputed so as even 
to devour one another, did he not the more solemnly 
inculcate the gospel which he had first delivered ? And 
with r^(ard to peace in the particular Church of Geneva, 
did not the r^glement of June 1, 17^5, as M. Simond 
acknowledges, require the Moderator to charge those who 
were admitted into the sacred ministry '^not to treat in 
the pulpit of any curious and useless topics, which might 
disturb the peace of the church ;" whilst he nevertheless 
engaged them to ''maintain the doctrine of the holy 
Apostles and Prophets as it is contained in the books of 
the Old and New Testament, of which doctrine they ha<l 
a summary in their catechism ?" Why was this formula, 
which was stripped of its last clause in 17B8, not restored » 
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as the BKMt jAtatnl and authoritative expedient ibr pre* 
serving peace? 

M. Simond aays^ with a sort of triumph, that the 
ministerB are only forbidden to preach on these four pnH 
seribed topics controvarsudly. But were the excellent 
discourses of the Ri^nt in 1818, on The fall of the faith-» 
fill, and on The faith which saves, oontroveraal? Can 
any discourses be more simple, more practical, more 
solid, more afibcting? Why then were the pulpits of 
Geneva closed against him? Or were the private 
instructions he gave the children of his. class pole« 
mical, or contrary to the peace of the Church? Why 
then was he dismissed arbitrarfly ficom his office, ajfid. 
cast with his wife and children upon the wide world? 

M. Simond draws an extravagant portrait of the sen- 
timents which he is jdeased to denominate methodistical, 
as maintained at Geneva. It is not my province to defend 
every particular sentiment or proceeding which pious per- 
sons under an unjust and intolerant inquisition may have 
fallen into. Nothing can be more unfair than to lay 
hold on the mistakes or infirmities of those who are the 
objects of persecution, as a palliation of such persecution. 
Supposing these errors to be tenfold greater than they 
. have been alleged to be by their bitterest enemies, no rea- 
sonable man can doubt that the pious Regent above re- 
ferred to and the oth^ students at Geneva were silenced and 
deprived of their rights, not^ on itccount of those indiserer 
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tkms^ but because they hdd the doetrines of Fardl^ and 
Viret^ and Calvin^ and Beza^ and all the Reformers on the 
fundamental tenets of the glorious gospel ; because they 
believed andjirofessed the mystery of the Eternal Trinity^ 
the diyinity and atonement of the Son of God^ the fall 
and corruption of man^ and his incapacity for any thing 
spiritually good without the operation of divine grace; 
and the ascription of salvation from first to last to the 
undeserved mercy of God in Christ Jesus — ^those my- 
steries within which all the truths and holiness^ and con- 
solation of genuine Christianity lie^ and which when 
they are excluded^ no single instance can be produced of 
any real progress being made in Christian piety and 
virtue. 

But M. Simond enumerates^ with much complacency^ 
the doctrines which 1h6 ministers of Geneva are still 
allowed to preach — the providence of God, the resurrec- 
tion of the dead^ the last judgment^ the necessity of a 
^vine revelation^ &c. &c. ; and concludes by assuring 
vs, that it b the chef-d'oeuvre of theology to make re- 
vealedy i^ee with natural religion — the very Deism this^ 
coloured over with Christianity^ which marks the fatal 
ittll whieh I am deploring in the church of Geneva. 
Fen* what are these doctrines^ if separated from the great 
Sacrifice of an Incarnate Saviour^ and the efficacious 
operations of the Eternal Spirit^ but a mockery of man's 
mlflety ?. Where is pardon> where adoption^ where peace 
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(Df comdenee, whete regieiiermtkm and eaaweaum, whoe 
holy loye to a dying and gkniiled Savionr, whcM the 
influences of graoe^ where the springs of ohedienoe and 
mortiflcadon of sin, which are all necessaiy in order to 
meet with comfort this awful resurrection and the judg« 
ment of the last day? Better, far better that the deluaiTe 
peace of the Genevese church should be troubled, than 
that all the souls committed to its care should perish in 
ignorance of the life-giving truihs of sahation. Indasd 
real peace in a diurch can be obtained by no such me- 
thods. The way to that great blessing is, by the huml^ 
faithful preaching of the gospel in all ite fulnen, as it 
was delivered to us by the Apostles and Evangelists, and 
re-asserted by the Reformers and Martyrs — then would a 
meek and docile temper, and all other holy fhiits of obe- 
dience, be framed and cultivated in those who received 
the grace of the Saviour, and peace flourish and abound. 
I speak the more warmly on this subject, because 
Geneva fUmishes many of the Fh)testant churches in 
every part of Europe with young pastors. The doctrines 
of her once celebrated university are preached at Pftris 
and Lyon, at Brussels and Hamburgh, at London and 
St Petersburg. Let us pray then that divine truth may 
again revive amongst her ministers, pastors, and pro- 
fessors. Voltaire and Rousseau have passed away. The 
mischievous and poisonous influence of their writings is 
rapidly diminishing. They live no longer to feed a 
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t 
prurient cariosity with a successicm of impious and lioeii^ 
tious productions. Let us hope then that sound learning 
and sound theology may gradually reviye. Sutely the 
pastors of Geneva must hear sometimes of the grief and 
consternation which fill Protestant Europe at their fall ! 
—Surely they must feel the cutting reproaches of Roman 
Catholics^ and even of Infidels^ on (heir inconsistent and 
unmanly conduct as professors of the religion of Christ • ! 
— Surely they must observe in the incipient dissenting 
bodies springing up in the bosom of their republic^ and 
which will increase daily till th^ true doctrine is again 



* M. Simond quotes Rousseau as sayings with much 
truths " People ask the ministers of the church of 
Geneva, if Jesus Christ is God. They dare not reply. 
A philosopher casts a rapid look on' them. He pene- 
trates them, he sees them to be Arians, Socinians, 
Deists ; he says tiiis, with the idea of doing tiiem honour. 
Immediately they assemble in alarm and terror, they dia* 
cuss, they are c^itated, they know not on what Saint to 
call, and after a variety of consultaticms, deliberations, 
conferences, all ends in an equivoque in which they 
neither say yes nor no. O Genevese, your ministers are 
truly singtdar persons; people know not what they 
believe nor what they do not believe. One knows not 
even what they pretend to believe; their only manner 
of establishing their £uth ia by attacking that of others.'* . 
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preached in the churches^ that neither peace nor unity can 
he attained on their present plan ! Surely that part at least 
of the ministers and students whose prejudices are less 
fixed^ must 8ee> in the daily accounts of the progress of 
religion in every part of the world hy the name of the 
Lord Je8U3^ that there is a reality in the gospel^ a 
power^ an efficacy from on high^ which attends the 
humhle preaching of the doctrines of grace, which no 
other scheme of religion can pretend to. O, may the 
time he hastened, when Geneva, having " repented and 
done her first works," shall again resume her rank 
amongst the Reformed Churches, and become once more 
the favourite University of Continental £urope! The 
small nmnber of her pastors * may make a return com- 
paratively easy. Already some favourable appearances 
present themselves. I had the pleasure of seeing myself 
several pastors who were imbued with the genuine love 
of a crucified Saviour, and I heard of others who still 
" hold the HEAD." In the meantime, let it be the care 
of those who are sufimng for righteousness' sake to 
walk circumspectly, to study the meek and passive cha- 
racter of the primitive Christians when under persecution, 
to imbibe the eminent spirit of wisdom and humility which 
adorned the Reformers of the Swiss churches, and which 



* About thirty or forty. 
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was more remarkable than even their fortitade or zeal ; 
and^ above all^ to take heed to the doctrine which 
they preachy that it be ^^ sound speech that cannot be 
condemned/' that they dwell chiefly on great and necessary 
truths— that they avoid matters of confessed difficulty or 
inferior moment^ however scriptural^ in their view^ they 
may be ;— or that^ at all events^ they treat such points with 
the reserve which the Apostles constantly exhibit^ and 
that thus they " show themselves to be workmen that need 
not to be ashamed^ rightly dividing the wopd of truth," 
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LETTER XVII. 

Ddlcy Department of the .Jura, 110 miles 
from Geneva, about 2522 miles from 
London by my route, Tuesday Morning, 
October 7, 1823. 

MY DEAREST SISTER, 

So far have I come in this tire- 
some diligence. We left Geneva at half-past 
four yesterday. * The day sQon broke out 
beautifully. We passed along the Lake to 
Nyon, and then ascended the Dole mountain, 
the highest of the chain of the Jura; five 
thousand eight hundred and fifty feet — ^insuf- 
ferably cold. We supped at St. Laurent, and 
at half-past four this morning, we arrivjed at 
Poligny, having performed eighty-three miles 
in twenty-four hours, i. e. not quite three miles 
and a half in the hour. The road across the 
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Jura was surrounded with rude, magnificent 
scenery, and in some places was sublime and 
beautiful. Snow lay scattered here and there, 
and on the summit pretty thickly. Posts 
are erected at short intervals, to mark its 
depth in the winter. One set of horses drew 
us three stages, forty-four miles. They ms^ 
naged this, by resting while we supped, and 
whilst our luggage was searched, which was 
only three times in nine hours ! Dole, where 
we are about to breakfast, is a town of eight 
thousand five hundred souls, on the river 
Doube, the Dubis of Caesar, and formerly the 
capital of Franche-compt6. It contains some 
ruins of a Roman amphitheatre and aqueduct. 
I have two English gentlemen as my conw 
panions, who are very agreeable; and one 
Italian lady, who speaks good French. She 
talks fast on all sorts of subjects^ and amongst 
other questions asked me this morning, if I 
was a Catholic. This led to a long con« 
versation. The point I insisted upon was, that 
the church of Rome had gradually lost the 
simple and scriptural meaning of each part 
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of Christ's religion, and had substituted a 
gross external sense instead of it. Thus^ for 
the spiritual invisible churchy the outward 
church of Rome was substituted, and for 
Christ its head, the Pope ; for feeding by faith 
on the body and blood of Christ, transubstan- 
tiation; for repentance, penance; for confes- 
sion of sins before God, auricular confession to 
a priest; for prayer to God from the heart. 
Tain repetitions of Paternosters ; for reverence 
and honour to the Virgin Mary and the Saints, 
religious and, in fact, idolatrous worship ; for 
secret holy love to the Saviour, images and 
crudfixes; for reliance on the satisfaction and 
atonement of Christ only, the sacrifice of the 
mass, pilgrimages, liacerations, merits of saints, 
indulgences, purgatory, &c.; and for the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, merit of congruity, 
mere external and unassisted efforts, incense, 
lights ever burning, &c.; and so of all the 
rest I She confessed, that in her heart she 
preferred the Protestant religion, as the jmost 
pure ; but that having been brought up a Ca- 
tholic, she did not fieel at liberty to change. I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OENEVA. ait 

thought it at last most advisable to xttge heir 
to read the New Testament, and to attend at 
least to the main essentials of religion, as she 
found them there enforced ; repentance, faith, 
love, obedience. — ^The country, since we have 
descended the Jura, is tolerably pleasant, but 
not fine. The villages are rather miserable^ 
TTie women wear wooden shoes without stock- 
ings. The lands are not well cultivated : there 
are vineyards occasionally. 

As the breakfast is not ready, I may as well 
inform you that the ministers of Geneva (for I 
tell you things as they come to my recollec- 
tion) have the unfavourable habit of perpe^ 
tually changing duties: a printed paper is 
published every Saturday, with a list of the 
preachers for the week. Besides this, they 
have months of repose, alternately with months 
of preaching ; the consequence, I conceive, is, 
that the pastoral feelings must be weakened, 
as well as the habits of painftil diligence which 
become the minister of Christ. The religion 
of too many of the Genevese, and indeed of 
the Swiss generally, seems at present to have 

< p2 
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<legenerated from the dedication of the heart 
to God, and the pervading influence of Christ 
tian principles through the whole life, to a 
formal preparation for the first communion and 
an attendance on the three or four annual fes- 
tivals. Surely this is greatly to mistake the 
nature of true religion. A patriotic spirit is a 
good deal cherished amongst the youth; th^ 
students of all the different colleges and aca- 
demies meet once a year, at a central spot i^ 
Switzerland, to encourage a love to their coun- 
try ; about six hundred are meeting this week, 
at Zofingen. There is much sincere and taxor 
pie devotion amongst many individuals at Ge- 
neva, notwithstanding the general state of the 
church. One lady, the mother of a large fa* 
mily, charmed me by her humble and yet 
ardent spirit of piety. It is said that her 
deeds of charity may be counted not merely 
by the days, but by the hours of her life. 
She maintains in the most admirable order 
two orphan schools almost at her own charge. 
Her love to her Saviour, her delight in prayer, 
her meekness, her humility and teachableness, 
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her xeal in every good work^ delighted me, 
even on the short acquaintance I had the op-« 
portunity of forming. I trust there are many, 
many such in every class of society, and that 
the number will increase. Prohibited books 
are introduced into the Continental States in a 
curious way: the title-page and contents of 
Blair's Sermons, for example, are put for those 
of O^Meara's Bonaparte, and thus the &aud 
U concealed^ 

Dyon, CapUal (if ancient Burgtrndy, eight 
o'clock, Tuesday Night.— Thank God, I am 
safely arrived, after a journey of thirty-eight 
hours from Geneva, and one hundred and 
forty-two miles. I left Dole at twelve, in an- 
other coach which met us from Besangon, and 
which consisted of three parts, a front chariot 
and two bodies of coaches, holding fifteen 
persons altogether. I was seated in the chariot, 
called le coupe. We had five horses, and 
our pace improved so astonishingly, that we 
went five miles and a half the hour! We 
passed through a fortified town, named Aux- 
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oime^ where Bonaparte is said to hare sti»lied 
ia the School of Artillery. I had a companion 
in the coupe, who was descended of Irish 
parents : you may judge what was our topic of 
discourse, the conduct of our government to 
the Irish CathoUcs. He was a sensible sort 
Df mail, — I found my dearest Mrs. W. and my 
daughter here pretty well. They arrived from 
Lyon on Saturday, at noon. The dear boys 
set off, in one of the carriages, for Paris, on 
Monday morning, because the eldest is called 
to Oxford, by the commencement of Term. 
Thus has it pleased God to preserve and 
bless us. We follow my sons to-morrow to 
Paris. Adieu. 

Maison Neuv$, Department of Cote dOr, 43 
mUesJrom Dijon, on the Auxerre and Fontaine' 
bleau road to Paris, Wednesday Evening, seven 
o' clock y Oct, 8. — Such is the place from which 
I date my letter to-night. We had all retired 
to rest last evening, at Dijon, between eight and 
nine. I slept quite well till six, and then rose 
io visit the town of Dijon, before we set off. 
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I first went to the Cathedral; the spire is one 
of the most elegant I have ever seen; the 
spires of Coventry and Worcester are the only, 
ones to which I can compare it; it is two 
hundred and eighty feet high. As I walked 
along, I observed on all the churches an im- 
mense placard. I stopped from mere curiosity 
to see what it was. It was an advertisement 
of a new edition of the History of the mira^. 
culous Image of Notre Dame, at Dijon. I 
thought this quite piquant; I hurried to the 
churchy and looked all aroimd:— ^ gaudy, 
embellished building, filled with altars, and 
pictures, and statues; but no image,^ that I 
could discover. I went out and inquired of an 
elderly woman. She took me up to an altar 
on which was the statue of the Virgin, re- 
sembling that of a blackamoor, and decked 
out with tawdry ornaments. I afterwards 
bought the book: positively it asserts the 
various miracles performed by this wretched 
figure. Nay more, indulgences are granted 
to all who worship this image, and a society is 
formed to celebrate feasts to her honour. As 
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the image is Mack, the author attempts to 
prove, very gravely, that the Virgin Mary was 
of a swarthy complexion. I have brought the 
book with me to England. What can one 
hope for> when such mummeries are obtruded 
upon Ftanee, in the nineteenth century, and 
after the attacks made by infidelity on our com- 
mon Christianity ? Two-thirds of the churches 
of Dijon are shut up and used as storehouses 
and granaries. The Palace of the old Dukes of 
Burgundy is now a police office, museum, and 
library. One of the magnificent staircases is 
a bookseller's shop ; the arcades are built up, 
and used as shops likewise. Originally the 
palace seems to have occupied almost half the 
town. Dijon was the seat of one of the ancient 
parliaments, and cdntains now twenty-two thou^ 
sand souls. The Protestants are considered 
to be Jews, or rather (as I hope), confounded 
with them, just as they were at Dunkirk ; for * 
I cannot imagine any persons actually to be^ 
lieve the Protestahts to be Jews. I inquired 
i>f several persons where the great Bossuet was 
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born. I found the street which bears his 
name, Rue de Bossuet. It still took me some 
time to find the house of his birth : no one 
Gould tell me any thing about him : at last, I 
found the place, a bookseller^s shop. Two 
hundred years had effaced almost all traces of 
this prodigious genius, except his small chapel. 
I entered it, and examined every part, not with- 
out veneration. The house itself has under^ 
gone so many alterations, as to contain only a 
few rooms of the original building. Bossuet is 
undoubtedly the first writer whom the French 
possess; but he is not one of my greatest 
favourites. I cannot divest my mind of his 
harsh treatment of the amiable F^n^lon. His 
haughty domineering spirit as he acquired 
weight in the councils of France, and the share 
which I cannot but think he took in the re- 
vocation of the Edict of Nantes, have, also, left 
an unfavourable impression on me as to his 
whole character. But his sermons, which were 
not prepared for publication, and are the first 
effusions of his heart in his early life, when his 
piety seems to have been really fervent and 
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aincere, are admirable. They were published 
after his death. I prefer them to those of 
MassiUon and Bourdaloue. There is quite as 
much of religious truth in them, with more of 
nature, force, energy, surprising thoughts, and 
an overpowering eloquence, negligent of exact 
form, and carrying away the reader. The 
finest trait in his conduct at court was his 
writing to his royal master when with the camp 
in Flanders, to remonstrate with him, in the 
most respectful but firm manner, on the scainlal 
of his connexion with madame de Montespan 
— and then his going out to meet the king 
when he was returning from the campaign, 
and alighting from his carriage and placing 
himself in the midst of the road, by which his 
majesty was about to pass, in order to entreat, 
and urge him to a change of conduct, and a 
true conversion to God. This was noble and as 
became a Christian bishop, especially towards 
an imperious tyrant like Louis XIV. But 
I must not enlarge. The city of Dijon is 
one of the finest in France : the streets are 
wide and open, and the buildings handsome. 
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It Stands on the river OucBe. We left it at 
half-past nnie, and came to this village (Maison 
Neuve), where^ finding no horses, we have 
taken up our abode for the night. We have 
had beautiful weather, and good roads; but 
the horses and postillions are so indifferent, 
that we have been eight hours going forty- 
three miles. We have met a great many wag<^ 
gons to-day of rather a curious con^ruction. 
They are small carriages, on four wheels, with- 
out bodies ; the merchandize being packed with 
straw,^ on two trunks of trees, which form the 
bottom of the waggon. The whole is covered 
with a wrapper of white clean cloth, and kept 
close with cords » One horse draws the car- 
riage. A train of ten or twenty of them follow 
each other, and there is one man to about five. 
Goods are transported in this way all across 
France. The horse has an enormous collar, 
and a cloth over the harness. We met num- 
bers of these waggons in many parts of Switzer- 
land. Sometimes the pole of them rises many 
feet above the horse's head, in the most awk- 
ward way imaginable, and then it has two 
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chains joining it to the harness of the animaL 
In facty so far as I can judge, France is in most 
respects much behind our happy country. You 
see scarcely any fields, bams, and farm-houses, 
in this part of the Cote d'Or — all is one common. 
The country through which we have passed 
to-day ha» been far from fine — ^but I must pre- 
pare for bed; it is past eight o^clock. The 
dear boys, I hope, arrived at Paris this after- 
noon ; we are about one hundred and seventy- 
five miles off. We hope to sleep to-morrow 
night at Joigny, Friday at Fontainebleau, and 
Saturday at Paris. 

Joigny^ Thursday Evening, half-past siw.'^ 
Through Ood'^s goodness we have arrived safely 
in this town, after a journey of seventy^seveii 
English miles. Nothing can show more how 
amazingly my dear Ann is improved in health, 
than that she can bear such a journey. She 
came an equal distance the two days from Lau- 
sanne to Lyon,— one hundred and forty miles. 
In fact, she thinks she has not been so well for 
years, as she was the month she passed at Lau.- 
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sanne. The chief things which haire pleased 
us to-day are Avallon and Auxerre. Avalloii 
is a romantic town on the river Cousin : the 
celebrated Theodore Beza is said to have been 
bom in the neighbourhood. Auxerre is one of 
the most beautifully situated cities which I have 
seen since I left England. It is the diief town . 
of the Department of the Yonne^ and stands 
on the river of that name ; it has twelve thou- 
sand souls. A gentle hill gives the place a 
lovely appearance from a distance. As you 
approach, the view is remarkably fine. The 
foreground is covered with vineyards ; then the 
river presents itself; above is the town, on the 
rising ground, crowned with fertile hiUs and 
meadows. The sides are bounded by trees and 
pastures on the one hand, and the fine bridge 
leading to the town on the other. Whilst we 
were changing horses, I ran up with my little 
Eliza to see the Cathedral, which is a noble, 
lofty structure* We have been passing to-day 
through some of the finest vineyards of this 
part of France. The vintage is not yet begun. 
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The' Tin ordinaire, included in the dinners, is 
now excellent. 

Friday Evenings October lO^A, half-fast six^ 
FontainebleaUy Department of Seine and Mame^ 
40 mUesJrom Paris. — ^Again a day of goodness 
and mercy from our Heavenly Father. My 
dear Ann and Eliza are now sitting hy me at 
a small table, after an excellent dinner, of which 
we have just partaken. I seem now to be at 
home; we are so near to Paris. We have 
come sixty-one miles to^ay from Joigny ; and 
our road and horses have been so good« that 
we were somewhat less than nine hours upon 
the route. We were all in bed last night long 
before nine ; and this morning I rose soon after 
five, and was out by six visiting the town of 
Joi^y. I was not aware of it ; but really we have 
advanced so far into the autunin, that I could 
hardly see my way about The evenings seem 
yet more drawn in. At half-past six yesterday, 
when we arrived at Joigny, it was rathter later 
and darker than we could have widhied; Joigiiy 
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is a small town of five thousand souls^ 1>eaut]- 
fully situated on Ae river Yonne. It has a fine 
quay along the river. The chief part of the 
town is, like Auxerre, on the ascent of a steep 
hill ; on the summit of which stands a ruined 
chateau, built by Cardinal Gondi. I walked 
through the dilapidated rooms, half-enlight- 
ened by the obscure dawn, with a feeling of 
melancholy on considering the vanity of human 
grandeur. O, how many instances have we 
seen of proud display and magnificent expense 
all laid in ruin ! Italy had scarcely any thing 
else but neglected forgotten palaces. But the 
most striking lesson I have received of this kind 
is in the superb chateau of Fontainebleau, 
where we now are. As soon as we arrived here 
(at four this afternoon) I went to visit this cele^ 
brated palace. All Europe is familiar with it 
by name ; it is an immense mass of buildings, 
containing five squares or courts ; almgst like 
a town. It was a favourite residence of Fran- 
cois I. Henry IV. Louis "^TV. and Bonaparte, 
just the four persons most celebrated in French 
histbry. There is a spot where Henry IV. is 
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said to liave held his secret councils. The Pope, 
who is just dead, was imprisoned here by Bona- 
parte for a year and a half. We walked through 
the suite of apartments, and saw his library, 
chapel, saloon, &c. The altar of the room which 
he used as his chapel is now set aside and 
marked by an inscription. The Count d'Artois 
(now Monsieur) makes use of the same rooms, 
and had left them only the day before yester- 
day : he comes to hunt in the forest, of thirty- 
four thousand acres (twelve leagues), surround* 
ing the Ch&teau. But the most affecting cir- 
cumstance to me^ was to see the very table on 
which Bonaparte signed his abdication, April, 
1814, in the very room where he sat, and ad- 
joining the very bed-room in which he slept. 
Fontainebleau was his favourite palace. Now all 
his pictures are removed, and every trace of him 
effaced — what a lesson ! I was struck with a 
large model of the city of Madrid placed in the 
ball-room, which Bonaparte caused to be begun 
in 180S, and which took the architect six years 
to finish. The very source of his overthrow 
.^ems to have been a darling object years be* 
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fore his first invasion of Spain in 1808. History 
will soon sit in judgment on this extraordinary 
man. His scepticism as to all religious truthi 
his unbounded ambitioui his waste of human 
life and happiness in the prosecution of his 
projects, the injustice and treachery! of his in- 
vasions, the iron yoke which he imposed on the 
subject nations, his unmitigated hatred of Eng- 
land^ his individual acts of cruelty and blood, 
are points now generally admitted. But it ia , 
impossible to travel on the continent without 
being compelled to witness the proofs of his 
admirable policy, and of his zeal to promote, ii^ 
many respects, the welfare and moral advance-'* 
ment of the people over whom he reigned* 
Not to dwell on the liberty of public worship 
which he nobly granted the Protest&nts of every 
confession: there is something so i^lendid in 
his national works, there are so many tnonu* 
ments of his legislative wisdom, so many traits 
of grandeur in his projects, that you do ilot 
wonder that his name is still every where re* 
vered. He, in,fact, brought royalty and talent 
into such close contact, that there was some 
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danger of men beginning to estimate the value 
of a sceptre by the mere ability of the hand that 
wielded it. The unfavourable tendency of this 
unnatural union of splendid vice and glorious 
ambitioii, on the public morals and the religious 
habits of Europe, is obvious — it debases the best 
principles of the heart. Of Bonaparte, as an 
unconscious instrument of Divine Providence 
for scourging guilty nations, for shaking the 
papacy to its base, and arousing those dormant 
eneigies in the mass of the population of Eu- 
rope, which may probably issue in the general 
diffusion of a reasonable liberty, and of all the 
blessings of the glorious gospel of Christ, I 
will not trust myself to speak. This view, 
though the most correct perhaps, has been 
ftr tod exclusively taken already by religious 
persons.— The country through which we have 
passed to-day has been tolerably fine ; but as 
we are now travelling North, just at the turn 
of the year, we feel excessively^ cold. As we 
passed through Sens, we looked up with in- 
terest to the Cathedral where the pious and 
devotional Bernard, the last of the Fathers of 
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the C^oreh) condemned in 1140 the lioctrine^ 
of Abelard. We have now passed through 
about sixty miles of vineyards. The vines are 
short, planted in rows, and supported by sticks ; 
not by treillises and arbours as m Italy. As 
the vintage is approaching, peroons are set to 
guard the grapes. They are ehiefly red in 
this part of the country. The eOstttine of the 
women is not remarkable : no bonnets are worn 
on any part of the continent, excepi by <he 
higher classes. The female peasants here wear 
a coloured handk^chief wrapped round the 
head in the form of a turban, often of a red or 
scarlet colour. The men afiect adirty^ shabby 
finery ; a beggar comes up to you with a mili- 
tary cocked hat; Ae stable-boy has a pig-tail^ 
and perhaps powdered hair, eaivrings^ and ge- 
nerally a dirty nightcap; the boots of the 
postilions are of enormous and luinberilig siee ; 
some to-day were ribbed with iron, and actually 
made the feet of the poor rider siring about, 
instead of his being able to guide them ; then 
an undressed sheepVskin with all its wool, 
enveloping the knees^ is a further addition to 
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his burden. The agriculture still appears 
wretched. Almost all one common land. A 
horse, a mule, an ass, draw the same plough, 
which a woman drives, whilst a man guides the 
plough-share. On the roads, too, you meet a 
waggon heavily, laden, with four large fine 
horses like ours in England, and then an ass 
in front, .leader of the train; and this ass, a 
mean, half-starved creature. The fact is, the 
proprietors bring out every animal they possess 
of every species, when they have goods to trans- 
port from place to place. The number of beg- 
gars is shocking: their diseased, distorted ap- 
pearance is often such, that I am obliged to give 
them something before we can get out of the 
carriage. The dirt, untidiness, misery, in the 
private habits of the innkeepers and ordinary 
inhabitants of the continent, German, Swiss, 
Italian, French, arenottobe described on paper: 
I cannot account for it: go into their rooms, their 
kitchens, their pantries, it is enough to suffocate 
you. The interior of the abodes of the nobility 
and gentry is often neat and elegant, and I have 
been in private houses quite as comfortable as 
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any in England ; and generally^ perhaps, things 
are gradually more and more arranged on the 
plan of English cleanliness and simplicity. But 
I spe^k of the inns and houses we meet with in 
travelling. To many of these inconveniences, 
however, one soon becomes accustomed ; others 
are avoided in the better lodgings and inns ; the 
rest you submit to from dire necessity. The 
freedom of the manners of the people, and their 
notions of equality with you, at first seem dis- 
gusting, but afterwards are so connected with 
simplicity, that you forgive it. I have also 
found that the Catholics are willing enough to 
receive our religious tracts ; and when I talk 
with them, admit what I say on the foundations 
of Christianity*. You may judge from this in- 
terminable letter at so late an hour that I am 
not over-fatigued with my journey. Adieu. 

* As we were changing horses at a village on our way 
to Boulogne, Oct. 29, the carriage was, in three minutes;, 
literally surrounded with villagers, who had heard we had 
tracts. At least thirty or forty of the separate homilies in 
French, of the Prayer-Book and Homily Society, are now 
diligently read, as I trust, by these poor people. Some of 
them asked Mrs. W. if the tracts were good for Catholics : 
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ParUf Hotel de Brishh Place VendSme, fialf' 
pasi two, Saturday, aboui S772 miles from Lon- 
don by niy route*. — Through God's goodiiess w^ 
are safe at Pari^. We arrived here at half- 
past one o'clock. We left Fontainebleau a 
little before eighty and performed the journey 
of forty miles in less than six hours. The day 
has been rather wet; but as we approached 
Paris it cleared up„ and we had a fine view of 
that noble city as we drove through it We 
are at the Place Vendome, an airy situation 
close to the gardens of the Thuilleries. We 
found our dear boys^ and my brother who is 
here» quite well. My son will bring this letter 
with him^ which will most probably close this 
series of JournaUike epistles. 

D. W. 

she replied they were particularly suited for them. The 
scene was reaUy qidte affecting. I forget the name of the 
village. It was not far from Paris. The swiftnesa with 
which the news of our having tracts spread from the per- 
sons to whom we first gave them wiwi surprising. 

* The direct route from London to Paris is ahout 300 
miles. 
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Brightam, Susses, AprH 14, 1824^ 

MY DEAREST SISTBR, 

I AT length begin the letter which you 
were so afnxious I should have written to yoii 
from Paris. I was so hurried during my stay 
in that dty^ that it was impossible f6r me to 
do it; and, indeed, I may perhaps attempt it 
with greater advantage now, because the in- 
terval of a few months will enable me to add 
some general reflections upon my tour on the 
continent, and to supply a fact or two which 
I omitted to inform you of at the proper 
moment. 

Of Paris I need not say much; every one 
knows something of the splendor of its public 
buildings, and of its various attractions, in point 
of art and taste, to travellers of every descrip- 
tion. I was, however, chiefly interested by its 
mqral and religious state. Let me therefore first 
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observe that I was gratified and even affected, 
at attending the committees of the Bible 
Society, when I thought of the revolutionary 
horrors which had taken place in the streets of 
that city thirty years before^ and the daring 
efforts of the conspirators against Christianity, 
under Voltaire and D^Alembert, during the 
preceding century. I need scarcely tell you, in 
the next place, what pleasure I . derived from 
becoming acquainted with such persons ^s the 
Baron de Sacy, almost the last of the di- 
stinguished Jansenist body, and the most ac- 
complished oriental scholar in Europe; and 
the Count de Hauterive of the Foreign De- 
partment, whose knowledge of political eco- 
nomy is so justly esteemed ; he was an 61eve 
of the Due de Choiseul, and seemed to know 
the history of our own country better than I 
knew it myself. I was struck with the warmth 
with which he condemned our conduct to- 
wards the Irish Catholics. I was also intro- 
duced to the amiable ex-Bishop Gr^goire, 
^ truly liberal Catholic, and devoted to the 
cause of religion and humanity; as well as to 
the Marquis de Jaucourt, a Protestant noble, 
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and President of the Paris Bible Society; the 
Baron de Stael I was so unfortunate as not to 
find iii Paris. I had the pleasure^ however, of 
meeting him several times in London upon my 
return home. — I do not mention my old friends, 
Professors Keiffer, Stapfier, &c. 

Translation qfScott.-^l must not omit also 
to tell you, that I spent a large part of my 
time in arranging the translation of Scott's 
Comment. I found a competent and pious 
minister, to whom I promised aid for preparing 
an accurate text of the gospel itself, verif}ring 
the references, revising the translation for the 
last time, correcting the proofs, and carrying St. 
Matthew through the press. I formed also a 
committee for settling terms with the printer, 
drawing up a prospectus, and inspecting the 
due circulation of the work* I found that I 
should he obliged to advance all the expenses 
for printing St. Matthew; and it was agreed 
upon, to send round this Gospel pretty freely 
to the chief Protestant ministers of the con- 
tinent, gratis, with the terms of subscription 
for the continuance of the work; and to be 
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guided by the success of such subscriptions^ as 
to the further translation of the Comment or 
not Since my return home, the revision and 
{nreparation for the press have been unre- 
mittingly carried on, and the conditions with 
the printer and paper-maker nearly settled. 
Some months must, however, elapse before the* 
Gospel can be published. A literary under* 
taking of such importance is continually im- 
peded by unexpected diifficulties. In the mean 
time, the preparation of St. Mark is consider- 
ably advanced at Geneva. The translati(« 
of Milner^s History is^ I hope, going on at 
Brussels.— I forwarded a copy of the original 
work immediately upon my return home. I 
consider this undertaking only second in im- 
portance to that pf Scott. 

French Protestant preachers. — You will not 
be surprised, when I mention in the next place, 
that I was'grieved to find only one public service^ 

* May I not add^ that^ considering the numerous 
English who are resident in Paris^ it would be becoming 
the wealth and piety of our nation to build an English 
church there? There are several French churches in 
London. 
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on the Sunday at Paria» for a population of 
nearly 30»000 Protestants. But this is not all ; 
in the sermons I heard, I wanted more of the 
sound, orthodox scriptural divinity of Claude, 
the author of the Treatise on the Composition of 
a Sermon, and of the Defence of the Reforma- 
tion, and the antagonist of Bossuet at the 
celebrated conference in 168S ; — ^more of the 
force and yigorous address of Dubosc, in his 
aUe and most evangelical work on the Epistle 
to the Ephesians — of whom Louis Xiy. said^ 
that he was the first speaker in France*— and 
more of the piety and unction of Dbelin^ 
COURT, whose book against the fear of death is 
in almost every one's hands. I must say, how* 
ever, in fairness, that the discourses at the 
Protestant church were incomparably superior 
to a most florid and unsatisfactory charity ser- 
mon which I beard on a week-day from the 
king's almoner, at the chapel of a benevolent 
asylum for aged and destitute persons of 
fiunily. I never shall forget the scene that 
day ^ nearly all the French court was present. 
The Duchesses of Angouleme and Berry, the 
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Pope^s Legate, the Archbishop of Paris, the 
public ministers of state, among whom I par- 
ticularly noticed M. Chateaubriand ; ladies of 
quality without end, two of whom, splendidly 
attired, received the collection, as we went out, 
in velvet bags. But the sermon — the only idea 
I will quote from it is, " Charity makes those 
who exercise it as Gods /'* 

Deqfcmd Dumb, — I cannot quit the subject of 
Paris without adding that I took all the pains I 
was able, to be present at a lesson at the late 
Abb^ Sicard's institution for the deaf and 
dumb. I was unsuccessful. I can, however, fuHy 
make up for this disappointment, by the kind 
communication of an excellent friend who visited 
it only the year before, and from whose notes 
taken * at the time, I select the following. 
There are about eighty children. They are 
taught gradually to associate with the objects 
of sight, certain signs by drawing and writing. 
The quickness and acuteness of the children 
are so surprising, that their ideas on most sub- 
jects soon become accurate and clear. The 
following is the prayer used before lesson : 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PRAYERS OF DEAF AND DUMB. 243 

" O come, most Holy Spirit, and cause a ray 
of thy light to shine upon us ! Come, father 
of the poor, come, source of grace ! Come, 
light of the soul ! O God, who hast taught 
the hearts of thy faithful people by the light 
of thy Holy Spirit, grant us that Holy Spirit, 
which may dispose us to choose and love 
what is right, and may shed abroad in us its 
consolation, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
amen.*^ 

The prayer after lesson is equally beautiful. 
'' O Lord, we entreat Thee to inspire all our 
actions by thy Holy Spirit, and to conduct 
them by the continual assistance of thy grace : 
so that all our prayers and all our works 
may proceed from Thee as their author, and 
refer to Thee as their only end, through Jesua 
Christ our Lord, amen.^' 

The children rise slowly and gradually from 
the simplest to the more abstract and complex 
ideas, as their age and abilities permit; and are. 
divided into several classes accordingly. At the 
lesson at which my friend was present, a gentle* 
man wished to ask one of theupper classes, what 
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love was? Tbe master told him first to make 
the sign for interrogation^ by holding up the 
fore-finger, and then to press his hand strongly 
upon his heart This was understood^ and 
several boys wrote the word love* On being 
told to define it, one wrote, (for they neither 
speak nor hear, as you will take care to bear in 
mind) " Love is a sentiment of the mind, by 
which we inclme to what appears to us good, 
useful, beautiful; it is the approbation of some 
object that pleases us /* Another vrrote, " There 
are many sorts of love ; first, the love of God, 
which is the highest of all; then the love of 
men, the love of friends.** They were asked 
the difference between expectation, hope, de* 
sire, and enjojrment. A lad about fifteen 
wrote, ** Expectation is like the branches of 
the apple-tree; desire is like the leaves; hope 
is like the blossom ; and enjoyment is like the 
fruit'* They were asked, what is timet One 
replied, '' A succession of moments, a point of 
eternity, a measure of eternity.'' What is eter- 
nity ? "A day without morning or evening, 
a mysterious duration which finite beings can 
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neither define nor comprehend.^ Is speech the 
gift of God or the invention of men? " Speech^ 
that is, the language of men, is the gift of God ; 
but tSiat of the deaf and dumb is only a human 
invention.^ Whose existence comprehends all 
time ? MassieUy an elderly man, who has been 
twenty years in the institution, and is lately ^one 
to conduct a school at Bordeaux^, wrote in 
answer, " God ; God is the creator of the earth 
and of heaven, and of all that they contain ; He 
is the Lord of all things, the Author of nature, 
the Governor of the universe.'^ Who is Christ ? 
'* It is He who is- the new Adam; He was 
made man by a miracle, for our salvation ; He 
is the bruiser of the serpent's head, the re- 
pairer of the human race, and He knows even 
our most secret thoughts.'^ What is faith? 
^' Faith is a supernatural light, leading tbe 

*■ This extraordinary man^ when he was aaked at 
another lesson^ whether God reasons? wrote in reply^ 
^' Reasoning is a process in order to find out tmth ; but 
God loiowB all truth ; tberefi»re, I should think God 
does not reason." The same person defined gratitude 
to be the memory of the heart ; hope^ the fire of love ; 
and difiicfolty^ possibility with obstacle. 
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soul to believe what it may not fiilly compre- 
hend." What is conscience ? " It is the voice 
of truth.'* Have all men power to do their 
duty ? " Yes, with grace and good habits.'^ 
Is man more inclined to good than evil? 
" Man needs the grace of God to keep him 
from evil ; by evil passions men deprive them- 
selves of the grace of God ; passions are above 
human power." From whence comes grace? 
<^ In my opinion, it flows from the infinite and 
unmeasurable goodness of a merciful God.^* 
May all men have grace ? ** Yes, by means of 
frequent prayer." Was a revelation necessary 
to man ? " Yes, I believe it was, and it con- 
tains all that is necessary to salvation." The 
present master is M. Paulmier, who takes a 
parental interest in the children. He had been 
chief assistant to the Abb^ Sicard for nineteen 
years. The boys are taught some art, trade, 
or learned profeission, as their genius or choice 
seem to direct. There is a class who copy 
busts, draw heads, &c. ; and another where 
boxes and measuring rules, &c. are made. 
They aU appeared as happy as they were 
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intelligent. Really humanity and religion 
triumph at such a benevolent institution. One 
may almost exclaim, in a qualified sense, con« 
sidering God as the first author of every such 
blessing, " He hath done all things well; he 
maketh both the deaf to hear and the dumb 
to speak." It is most painful to add, that the 
Bishop of Hermopolis, lately placed at the 
head of education in France, is said to be 
disturbing even this incomparable school, and 
that M. Paulmier is removed, or about to be 
removed, from his situation. 

I have found far more to say concerning 
Paris than I expected; but I must quit the 
subject, that I may proceed to make some 
general reflections on my long and interesting 
journey. 

Perhaps the strongest impression, upon the 
whole, which has been left upon my mind, is of 
the unfathomable wisdom of God in his pro- 
vidential government of the affairs of men; of 
his exuberant goodness in the frame and order 
of the creation ; and of his inscrutable judg- 
ments in the infliction of great and overwhelm- 

VOL. II. n 
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ing calainities. These truths strike one less 
forcibly at home ; but they revive in their full 
energy in foreign lands, where all is new, 
and curiosity never slumbers. In passing 
through different re^ns and observing their 
widely varying habits, usages, laws, constitu* 
tions, governments, and religious advantages; 
and in retracing the ehief changes and re^ 
volutions which in different ages have marked 
the history of each country, with the conse- 
quences of remote and at first trifling causes, 
the wonderful deliverances afforded in times of 
danger, and the present political, moral, and 
religious state, in which so many events have 
ended, the mind is led to adore that mysterious 
Providence, which, unseen, guides and directs 
all the events of this lower world, ^nd overrules 
even the pasuons of men to accomplish its 
own purposes; our contracted views become 
insensibly enlarged, and we acquire a firmer 
fiiith in the unfaiMng goodness of God towards 
diose who fear him. And surely, these feel- 
ings are: aided by the contemplation of the 
sttUime and grand features of the Divine 
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majesty which we trace in His works of crea* 
tion — the profuse bounty scattered at every 
footstep— the loveliness, united with sublimity 
and grandeur, in the particular scenes which 
occur — the variety and beauty, the sim- 
plicity and magnificence, which continually 
burst upon us. I can truly say, the chief 
natural wonders in our tour along the Rhine 
and through Switzerland have scarcely ever 
been absent from my mind since I witnessed 
them. Nor are the traces of God's Wrath less 
awakening. I think I never was more affected 
than in hearing the tragic story of Goldau and 
the Dranse^-^in riding over the remains of 
whole villages, and reflecting that under iitt 
very feet of ray mule lay the bodies of my 
fellow-^creatures crushed by an instantaneous 
mm. A still more awfiil destructioa oc* 
curred near the Grisom about two centuries 
ago. The town of Piuri or. Pleura two or 
three miles from Chavennes, was totally ovev^ 
wbehned m 1618. On the 4th September of 
that yesir, an inhabitant came.ia l»6te and 
told the people to escape wifhoutf dcby, fcHr 
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he had seen the adjoining Alp cleaving asunder. 
Hi» warning, for some reason which does not 
appear^ was neglected. The sanie evening, an 
immense fragment of the mountain fell in a 
moment, and buried the whole town, so that 
not a soul escaped except three persons who 
were absent, and the individual who had given 
the alarm ; even . the daughter of this last 
person, returning for an instant to lock up 
the door of a cabinet, was buried with the 
rest* Two thousand four hundred and thirty 
persons perished, and the channel of the river 
was so filled, that the first tidings the inhabit- 
ants of Chavennes received of the calamity 
was by the failing of their river. I mention this 
case the rather, because the town was given 
up to voluptuousness lind vice — ^filled with 
mansions and palaces,^— the favourite summer 
resort of the most wealthy persons in Italy. 
The Protestant minister there had often 
warned the people of the terrible consequences 
of their sins, and of the judgment of God 
which he believed would suddenly break out 
upon them. Similar, though lesa extensive. 
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calamities have been perpetually occurring in 
Switzerland ever sihce; and add exceedingly to 
the impression which a stranger receives from 
a journey through that wonderful country. He 
will be cautious indeed of presuming to in- 
terpret the Divine judgments in particular in- 
stances: but he will not fail to derive front 
them the solemn instruction inculcated by our 
Saviour ; *' Think ye that those eighteen 
on whom the tower in Siloam fell and slew 
them, were sinners above all men that dwelt 
at Jerusalem? I tell you. Nay: but except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.'' Luke 
xiii. 4, 5. 

I pass on to make a second reflection on 
the lamentable, though opposite, evils of super^ 
stition and indifference, which met us every 
where on our tour. It quite astonished me, 
m passing through the Netherlands, to witness 
for the first time the multiplied and unscrip- 
tural pomp and idolatry of the church of Rome» 
One would think it incredible, that men pro- 
fessing to believe in the New Testament should 
venture to impose such burden^, or that the 
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people should submit to them *• It is more* 
oyer very observable, that where Popery is 
now reviving in its influence, after the French 
revolutionary struggles or the iron laws of 
Bonaparte, it i^tums with all its folly about it. 
It is. not learning a lesson of wisdom, and si* 
lently following its Pascals and F^ndons, and 
dropping some of its grosser corruptions ; but 
re-assumes all its arts, its impositions, its ce-< 
remonies, its incense, its processions, its pil* 
grimages, its image-worship, its exclusive claims^ 
its domination over the conscience, its oppo* 
sition to the Scriptures, its hatred of educa-' 

• One of the most fearful instances of Papal policy to 
stop the reformation and bind people in the iron chains 
of superstition^ occurred in Switzerland at the time whei^ 
Zuingle and the other reformers were rapidly awakening 
and persuading the minds of the free and generous 
inhabitants of the different cantons. Those which 
remained Popish passed laws, that it should be capital 
to any to change their religion ; and that^ on a set day in 
every year^ they should all go to mass^ and the masters 
of fiimilies swear to continue true to the state, and firm 
in their religio»to their lives end. Thus they punished 
those who fell into what they called heresy with death 
and confiscation of goods^ on the pretence of its hemg a 
¥iol^tion of the faith thus solemnly sworn. 
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tion: and this in the full face of day, and in 
the nineteenth century, and with infidelity 
watching for objections to our common Chria^ 
tianity. And what is the general moral e£Eect 
of this system ? It neither sanctifies nor saved. 
A depth of vice, glossed over with, outward 
forms of decency, eats as doth a canker. Vo- 
luptuousness, impurity, dishonesty, cunningi 
hypocrisy, every vice prevails, just as Popery 
has the more complete sway. The dreadful 
profanation of the Sabbath has by prescription 
become fixed. All the holy ends of it are 
forgotten^ unknown^ pbliterated. It is the ha- 
bitual season of unrestrained pleasure. I speak, 
generally; for there are doubtless multitudes 
of individual Catholics, who serve God in sin- 
cerity and truth; and who, disregarding the 
accumulations heaped on the foundation of the 
faith, build on Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
There is one class of persons in Catholic coun- 
tries, which I compassionate firom my heart. 
They are not sunk in superstition,£or have they 
imbibed the piety of true disciples of Christ; 
but having been educated during the revolution^ 
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have acquired a general boldness and liberality 
of sentiment ; see through much of the mum- 
mery of Popery ; detect the spirit and aims of 
a worldly-minded priesthood ; are disgusted at 
the revival of the Jesuits^ the opposition to the 
Bible Sodety, the resistance to education, the 
disturbance and removal of the most pious and 
worthy masters and professors, the persecution 
of the Protestants, &c. And yet they are not 
in earnest enough about religion to take a 
decided part ; the objections of Infidels dwell 
upon their minds — the fear of reproach pre- 
vents their quitting the Roman communion — 
there is nothing in the Protestantism they are 
acquainted with, to show them a more excellent 
way. Thus they glide down the fatal stream 
with others, dissatisfied and yet unconverted. 
These are persons to be won by the friendly 
conversations of true Christians, to be invited 
to read suitable books on the evidences and 
nature of true Christianity, and to be en- 
couraged to seek, and to follow, and obey 
the truth. But I turn to the Protestantism 
which we have met with in our tour; and 
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alas, I see deism^ infidelity^ indifference, a se-' 
cret contempt of religion, too widely previuling 
even here. I observe a cold celebration of a few 
great festivals : but the Sabbath desecrated — 
holiness of life too little exemplified — ^the prin* 
ciples of grace, from which only it can spring, 
forgotten — the. reformation, with its glorious 
truths, corrupted and obscured. I see persecu-' 
tion itself, the most odious part of Popery, trans* 
planted to Protestant bodies, and an open defec- 
tion from the Gospel avowed in the city which 
was once the praise of the churches*. Thank 
God, things are in many places greatly im^ 
proving both amongst Catholics and Protest- 
ants ; and the opened Bible, the spirit of free 

* The tendency of dominant churches to impose on 
the consdences of others has appeared even amdngst the 
most pious and orthodox. Ahout 150 years since^ this 
very church of Geneva united with those of Bern and 
Zurich^ in condemning all who held the universal extent 
of our Lord's death ; with whom they strangely joined 
those who impugned die power and authority of the 
Hehrew vowel points ! I need not say, that the paramount 
authority of these vowel points has long heen given up 
by every scholar; and that the doctrine of Christ having 
given '' himself a ransom for all" is now generally ad-« 
mitted as an undoubted verity of the New Testament; 
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inquiry after truth, the power of conscience, 
the intercourse of different Protestant states, 
the operations of various religious societies, the 
judgments of God which have been abroad in 
the earth, and, above all, the divine mercy 
visiting and subduing the heart, have pro- 
duced a wonderiul change. And in some 
quarters the purity of the Gospel has flourished 
without interruption or decay. - But taking a 
view of the present state of the Continent gene* 
rally, in its two great &milies of Catholics and 
Protestants, the'Christian traveller cannot but 
be affected even to depression with the pre* 
vailing degeneracy. 

But let me turn to a more pleasing topic, and 
one that may cheer the heart with the prospect of 
the revival of religion. For who raised up the re- 
formers in the sixteenth century? Were they 
not men of <' like passions with ourselves ?" Can* 

Sach is the folly of excess in religious legislation, to say 
nothing of the revulsion-^the danger of opening the 
door to such r^glemens as that of 18 i 7. Lord Clarendon 
says, ^* he had obsenred in his progress through Ufe, that 
of all claaaes of men, the clergy took the worst measure 
of human affiuis." 
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not a similar race of men be again formed by 
the mercy of God now ? Nay, are there not 
reasonable hopes that such will be the case P 
For a visit to the Continent leads the traveller 
over those scenes where the Reformers began 
their blessed labours. And this is the third oIk 
servation to which I hasten. Nothing afforded 
me, I think, such unmixed pleasure, as en- 
tering the very towns, visiting the houses, and 
reading the letters of those great and able men. 
I did not penetrate far enough into Germany 
to see Eisenach, Wittemberg, or Worms, where 
the magnanimous Luther met his papal anta^ 
gonists; but I was at Geneva, where Beza, 
after the death of Luther and Calvin, so ad* 
mirably led the reformation. It was hie who 
conducted the discussions of Poissy in 1561, 
where in the presence of the king of France 
(Charles IX.), the king of Navarre (afterwards 
Henry IV.), the Cardinal of Lorraine, and the 
French court, he almost effected the reception 
of the reformed doctrines in that vast king- 
dom. The invaluable MS. of the Gospel 
which bears his name, (Codex Bezse) was his 
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gift to the University of Cambridge. He died 
in 1605, aged 86. I was also at Strasburg, 
where Martin Bucer, for twenty-six years, wa& 
a model of evangelical holiness. It was he, 
whom our great Cramner, in ISIQ, brought, 
over with Fagius, and fixed in the University 
of Cambridge, where he read lectures with in- 
finite applause, on St. John's GospeL He died 
in 1551, and was buried with the utmost re- 
spect, in the University Church, the Vice 
Chancellor and the members of all the colleges 
attending. I saw also at Basle, the cathedral, 
and school, and Ubrary, where CEcolampa- 
dius, from 1515 to his death in 1531, laboured 
in establishing, with equal acuteness and mo- 
deration, the reformed doctrines. He wa& 
joined with Erasmus in composing the anno-^ 
tations on the New Testament, which so much 
aided the infant cause of truth. His real 
same I know not, but he was called OBco- 
lampadius, * the lamp of the house,' because 
he was a burning and a shining light in the 
Temple of the Lord. I visited likewise 
the abode of BuUinger, who, after the death 
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of Zuingle, was for above forty years at the 
head of the churches at Zurich *. I walked in 
the streets, I saw the churches, I entered the 
college, I was in the very house, I saw the ' 
hand-writing of this blessed man, who, in 1538, 
received with affectionate hospitality some 
noble Englishmen, and wrote, at their request, 
to our Henry VIII., in support of the perfec- 
tion and authority of the Scriptures; and in 
1554, in the reign of the atrocious Queen Mary, 
welcomed Jewel, afterwards Bishop of Salis- 
bury, Sandys, afterwards Archbishop of York, 
and others; gave them lodgings in the Cathe- 
dral-Close, and when Elizabeth ascended the 
throne^ continued a constant correspondence 

* Bishop Burnet mentions tHat he saw at Zurich a 
Latin MS. of the New Testament of the ninth century, 
in which a preface of St. Jerome prefixed to the Catholic 
Epistles, stated, that ^^he had been more exact in thaj; 
translation, that he might discover the fraud of the Arians, 
who had struck out that passive (viz. 1 John v. 7 and 8,) 
isoncer^ng the Trinity." If this he correct, it much 
confirms the arguments in favour of the authenticity of 
the passage. Surely Jerome, who was horn in A. D. 331, 
and lived nearly a century, must he a competent witness 

IP such 1^ FACT. 
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with them till his death, in 1575. Few mea- 
sures in our English Reformation were taken 
without his advice. 

Now my mind is deeply penetrated with the 
conviction that the best hope of a general revival 
ofreUgion is by studying and imitatingsuch bright 
examples. Men like these, wise, holy, zealous, 
devoted to God, raised above a spirit of party 
in religion, purified from petty passions, sepa- 
rated from the poUtics of this world, thoroughly 
grounded in the doctrine of Holy Scripture, 
and working by genuine humility and lowliness, 
rather than by heat and obstinacy — men, above 
all, animated with the ardent love of*' Christ and 
him crucified" — such persons would soon be the 
means of restoring decayed religion in the 
Popish and Protestant churches. To produce 
such men, the ulent circuhtion of the Bibk 
seems the first step. There is noditng I do 
not expect ultimately^ by this means. Of all 
hiv^fitions the noUe idea of giving throrugboot 
the world the inspired Volume of Rerelation 
appears to me the most happy, the most pure, 
and the most important. It is like the workt 
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of nature, simple, but efficacious. Wherever it 
meets with minds like those of Leander Van 
Ess or the Pastor Henhofer, it works its way 
with irresistible might; or wherever the grace 
of God makes it the means of creating such 
minds, its effects are not less powerful. Now 
it is impossible to say in how many hearts that 
process is actually going on, how many latent 
Luthers, Melancthons, Calvins, Zuingles^ Bu- 
cers, CEcolampadiuses, and Bullingers, are now 
preparing by a painful study of the Bible for 
future usefulness. 

The example of those Protestant Churches 
which have the widest influence may all have 
a great effect, under the blessing of God, to 
produce and help forward such characters: 
This is my fifth remark. Let us endeavour to 
advance the age of true Christiaii charity. I 
entreat my countrymen, the ministers of religion, 
to eiiiltivi^ both at hojme and in their visits to th^ 
Continent, the spirit of forbearance, wisdom, bek>- 
deraAion, and love, whkh wmtk^ the Reformers. 
Our book» are read abioad, our sentiments 
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have a considerable influence. O let the law 
of Christian kindness be apparent in all we 
write and teach. We have had in the Church 
the ages of superstition — thirteen centuries 
have witnessed the fatal effects of this on true 
religion. We have seen, since the revival of 
letters, our ages of daring inquiry, human 
reasoning, controversy; and we have tasted 
the still more bitter fruits which they have pro- 
duced. Surely at length it is time for the age 
of Charity, the love of God and roan, to 
begin ; love which receives and uses, to their 
proper end, all the great mysteries of redemp- 
tion ; which dwells on every doctrine and duty 
in a holy, practical manner ; which assimilates 
every thing to its own pure and heavenly tem- 
per; which conforms us to the divine image, 
and unites us to God himself. 

But I must not dwell on these topics. I just 
mention a further reflection which frequently 
occurred to me on my journey — ^the importance 
of every Christian traveller, whether minister or 
not, cordially cooperating in this great work. 
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Let not the beauties of nature witikbraw his 
mind from the duties, unostentatious but im* 
.portant^ which he may connect so easily, so 
agreeably with them. Let not the huury of 
his morements, the novelty of his circum- 
stances, the imperfection of his knowledge of 
the Continental tongues, the infirmity of bis 
health*, deter hun from attempting a little. 

* I would here ofier a remark or two to invalids. I 
found in my own instance^ that whilst I was moving 
gently from place to place^ my healthy which had been 
undermined by a long series of over-exertion^ was sensibly 
improved. The fine air, the changes of scene, the free- 
dom from ordinary cares and duties, the conversation of 
my family, the curiosity awakened at every turn, my 
inquiries wherever I came into the moral and re* 
ligious state of the different towns and countries, 
my interviews with pious ministers and professors, 
especially the mountain tours, all contributed, under 
God's blessing, to my recovery. When I arrived at 
Lyon in September, after a journey (tf three months 
and about two thousand five hundred miles, I wsis not 
like the same person as when I quitted England. The 
over-hurry of the few last weeks of my tour was the 
first thing that injured me, so far as I can judge. I tra- 
velled, in consequence of my son's illness, too rapidly to 
Geneva the last time. Again, when I arrived at Paris, I 
was not enough on my guard. I saw too many friends, 
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Such labour for the good of souls elevates ami 
sanctifies a tour fir health or instruction. A 

and attended too many societies. The hours also were 
late^ compared with what I had been accnstomed to. 
The consequence was, that when I arrived in £ngknd> 
and returned to my usual clerical duties, I soon found 
myself indisposed. The extremely wet weather on my 
firA arrival added to my complaints ; and in three weeks 
I was totally laid by, vrith all the indispositian, in an 
aggravated form, from which I had suffered before I 
entered upon my tour. I mention my own case thus at 
length as a caution to others. I would especially recom- 
mend them to avoid hurry towards the close of their 
journey, to return at a season when the weather is likely 
to be fine, to watch over the first effects of the change oi 
climate and food, and to resume laborious and anxious 
duties slowly and gradually. This subject leads me to 
suggest to pious travellers to take with them some tracts 
suitable to the sick and dying. So many English become 
ill abroad, that many a tour begun in vanity, may end, 
under God's blessing, in seriousness and piety, by the 
aid of a striking tract,' or a copy of the New Testament. 
It is possible even that the last solemn scenes of life may 
be cheered by the doctrine of repentance and remission 
of sins in the name of Christ, thus conveyed. I should 
perhaps add, that we found great difficulty in having our 
English prescriptions made up abroad. I explained to 
a druggist at Spa a very simple one,- which he assured 
me he understood, adding that he had continually made 
up similar ones. The medicine, however, was so dif- 
ferent from what we had been used to, that I could not 
venture to let Mrs. W. take it. 
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conversation with a peasant on the road; a 
visit to a poor or sick family the giving a ^it^ 
able tract or a New Testamenti the encou- 
raging the more candid and pious clergy, a 
word dropped at a table d'^hote, the assisting 
of Bible and Missionary Societies, the conse- 
cration of the Sabbath, the daily devotions of 
the family and closet, are duties neither difficult 
nor rare. Examples continually occur of the good 
thus produced. A gentleman of Scotland, aU 
most unacquainted withFrench,came toGeneva, 
about seven years since, and in a few months, 
by simply dwelling on the authority and mani« 
fest truths of the New Testament, was the 
means of awakening a whole circle of young 
students, and imbuing their minds with its 
evangelical doctrine. An American merchant, 
settled sometime since at Paris, became the 
centime of really most extensive good by kind- 
ness^ pletyi liberality, fearlessness, umplicity of 
heart; though he knew French very imper- 
fectly. The multitude of tracts he gave away 
was incredible. Again, an Snglbh lady at 
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Lausiuuie was the means of inconceivable good, 
by occupying every moment of a pretty long 
residence in aiding the cau^ of ber Qod axid 
Saviour^ in every way consistent with the mo- 
desty ai^d humility of her Be%. 

Another lady was at Montanvert on the way to 
the Mer de Criace a few years since^ She wrote 
in her guide's book the usual attestation to hi» 
attention and skill; and then added^/'Vous 
m'ayes souvent dit» Appuyez sur moi, suivesi 
mes pas, et ne craignea rien. Cest ce que je 
vous dis touchant notre veritable Guide et 
Sauveur Jesus Christ, Appuye95.*vous sur lui, 
suivez ses pas, et ne craignez rien- II vous 
conduira en sQret4 dans.le chemin encore plus 
difficile de la vie ^temelle." Tbi» advice grati* 
fied the man beyond conception; and several 
years aftef it was. written, he showed it with 
undiminished pleasure to a visitor, who co- 
pied it out, and fornished me with a tran* 
script. 

Once more, one of my friends at Rome 
showed a passage in the New Testament to a^ 
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Italian gendeman— it was a consolatory chapter 
under afflictions — ^he was struck even to ad^^ 
miration, and entreated the loan of the sacred 
book; adding, diat his own Bible was in 
thirty-eight volumes, so that he could scscrcely 
find the text amidst the oyerwhelming notes. 

But in all these attempts to do good> charity 
must reign. Benevolence is an universal Ian# 
guage< Those who may not at first understand 
your sentiments, can feel and appreciate yout 
kindness. All airs of superiority must be 
avoided, ,all boasting of England's liberty, 
riches, power, &c., all intermeddling in poli- 
tics, all controversy about difierent churches — 
I had almost said about different ddctrineii*^ 
Love must be the key to open the heart- 
Christian love, which delights in truths common 
to ^1 churches, and interesting to every soul of 
man, and which knows how to make large 
allowances for dulness, prgudices of education^ 
early habits, and slow obedience to truth. If 
any should doubt the obligation of our thus 
carrying our religion wherever we travel, let 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



96S . GRATITUDE JO GOD. 

him learn it from the word of God, which 
demands the dedication of all we have, and 
under all circumstances, to his service *. 

But gratitude to Grod for the ble3i^gs 
which we enjoy in England, is a further 
general sentiment powerfully awakened by 
a foreign tour. Never was I so impressed 
with thankfiilness to God for the mora], 
rel^ous, free, prosperous, happy state of 
my own country, as when I had the oppc»r- 
tuhity of comparing it with that of the nations 
of the continent. At home murmurs, objections, 



« I need only quote one or two passages £rom the 
New Testament to recal this point to the mind of the 
pious reader. 

^' Whatsoever ye do in word or deed^ do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus." — Coi. iii. 17. 
• " Whether therefore ye eat or drink^ or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God/'— 1 Cor. x. 31. 

'^ As we have therefore opportunity let us do good unt6 
all men, and especially to them that are of the household 
offaith."— Gal. vi. 10. , . , 

^^ J'or ye are not your own, but ye are bought with a 
price; wherefore glorify God in your bodies and in your 
itpiritt, which are God's,"-*-! Cor. vi. 19 and 20. 
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ilifBculties, are sometimes heard and propa^ 
gated. Men are r:estless and discontented. 
But let any one travel abroad, and he 
must be ungrateful indeed if his complaints 
are not changed into admiration. I am &r 
irpm denying the occasional errors of our 
rulers, or the human, imperfection!? inherent 
in our legislatui*e and Uwg. I am still further 
fyom denying, that in our moral and religious 
conduct, as a nation, there is much of indi- 
vidual evil to deplore. I would be the last to 
dissemble the many sms amongst us which pro- 
yoke' the anger of God, and which are the 
li^ore criminal in proportion to our knowledge 
jand ample means X)f instruction — ^the luxury, 
the pride, the sad mixture of infidelity and 
contempt of the Gospel, the departure of 
«ome of our clergy from the reformed doc- 
trines, our divisions and party-spirit on every 
question, our neglect of adequate means 
of education to our poor, our encourage- 
ment of the sale of pernicious liquors amongst 
them, bur licentious and blasphemous press, 
ihe scandalous disorder of our public places 
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of aaniseiaeiit^ our Sunday newspapers. Sun* 
4fty dioripftlion and Sonday traveUing, our 
^ppraarion ic^ the innoeenl Afikan slare 
in our West India Islands— these and other 
public dvik no one is more sendble of than 
myseK StiD^ thank God, E^land is on 
the whole as superi^ to odier lands in the 
pKietioe of morale as in the extent and 
sucoess of her commence and her arms. 
Espei^y the religions freedom of our be* 
lov«d eountoy ought to cxdte our wannest 
gcalitude to the Giver of all good. Consider 
only the su^ringg of the Protestants of Fran^ 
the centary before last, after the revocation of 
the edict of Kantes*-tens, yea hundreds of 
thousands of fiigitives escaping with the loss 
of every tfaii^ to England, Holland, and Swit* 
sssrland, — so that in the small town of Lan- 
aanne only, in the year 1685, there were SOOO 
of die laity and more than SOO ministers, whom 
some even of the Catholic cantons joined the 
Protestant in sueconring. But these exiles were 
happy^ compared with their brethren who were 
detained in llieir own country. The cruelties 
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of the dragonnades of Louis XIV* were so 
much beyond all the common measures of 
persecution^ that Bishop Burnet^ who witnessed 
them in his travels, declares there never was 
such a violation of all that is sacred, either 
with relation to God or man. But why diould 
I speak of times that are past, in order to 
awaken our thankfulness to God for the state 
of things in England ? Consider fiie present 
situation df the churches in the Valleys of 
Piedmont— 18 or 19,000 of the most humUe, 
industrious, hospitable, kindhearted, simple, 
obedient, and pious persons of Christendom 
under the iron yoke of oppression. Who does * 
not know the history of these churches of the 
Waldenses or Vaudois, probably founded by 
the Apostle Paul, certainly the primitive Chris« 
tians of the West, as the Syrian Christians are 
of the East t Who has not read, almost with 
tears, the heart-rending story of the cruelties 
they endured from the Papal See during th^ 
dark ages*? The truth is, that when Chris- 

* In the fourteenth century 80,000 were martyred in 
Bohemia only. I add here a single trait of their deep 
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tianity was almost lost under the Roman Ca- 
tholic corruptions, it remained in all its purity 
amongst these beloved people, who had spread 
themselves before the sixteenth century, from 
the borders of Spain, throughout the south of 
France, amongst and below the Alps, along the 
Rhine on both sides of its course, even to Bo- 
hemia. They reached also to Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Dahttatia, and Hungary; communicated their 
doctrine as far as England, and in Italy stretched 
down to Calabria. They numbered, about the 
year 1580, above 800,000 souls. It was at the 
accursed revocation of the edict of Nantes, 
in 1686, that Louis XIV. engaged the court 
of Turin to attempt their utter extermination 
from the Valleys of Piedmont. The Vaudois 

piety, as an exiimple not unsuitable to ourselves. 
It is recorded by an enemy. Before they go to meat, 
the elder amongst the company says, '^God, who 
blessed the five barley-loaves and two fishes before 
his disciples in the wilderness, bless this tabl^ and 
^hat which is set upon it, in the name of the Father, . 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost." And after meat he 
says, ^' The God which has given us bodily food, grant 
us his spiritual life; and ^ may God be with us, and we 
always with Him \" . . 
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fled tbeir country in bodies of five or six 
hundred^ some to the Palatinate, others to 
Brandenburg, others to different parts of 
Switzerland, desiring only a little bread at dif- 
ferent towns to carry them on their way. A. 
few years afterwards, a band of 900 under 
one of their ministers, reconqueved their na* 
tive valleys ; and from this handful of Chris- 
tian heroes, the present Yaudois sprung. 
From the year of their return in 1689, till they 
became the subjects of France iii 1800, ihey en- 
dured with all long-sufiering, the cruel op- 
pi^essions of the Sardinian government. Bona- 
parte first, gnanted them reli^ous .liberty. This 
was bis poUcy every where. He placed all his 
Subjects on the same footing. At Paris he 
granted the Protestants the use of three of the 
Catholic churches; two of which they occupy 
still. So in the other cities of France, Rouen, &c« 
"Will it be believed, that when the late Victor 
^mmanuel reascended the throne of Sardinia 
in 1814, his first measmre was to re-enact all 
the persecuting edicts against this unoffending 
people. They are now agiiin compelled to 
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desist from work on Catholic festivalsy for- 
bidden to exercise the profession of physiciati 
or surgeon^ prohibited from purchasing land^ 
required to take off their hats when the host 
is carried about, denied a printing press, 
and were refused for seyeral years the 
liberty of building an hospital for their sick; 
whilst their public schocds, in which the Bible 
was taughtj were put down, and their children 
often stolen from them in order to be educated 
in Popery. In the mean timei the support of 
their ministers, which was chiefly derived from 
England, has of late very much failed ; and the 
royal bounty, begun by queen Mary, has been - 
withheld since the year 1797. But not only 
do the circumstances of theie churches demand 
our gratitude to God, who has made us in 
England so much to differ ; but Uiey call for a 
proof of that thankfulness in ouf aid towarda 
pur suffering bretiiren. I fotmd as I passed 
through Brussds, an excellent Christian friend, 
who spent five months amongst them a year 
or two since, and who revisited dtem last 
summer in company with a pipus and ami^ 
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able clergyman^ who had been there about 
ten years ago. The inquiries of these friends 
will probably soon be laid before the British 
public, and their beneyolent assistance solicited 
— an appeal, which, I am sure, cannot be made 
in vain *« It seems to me, that the returns 
which the continental sovereigns have in too 
many instances made for the restoration of 
peace, by persecution, cntelty, injustice, ty- 
ranny, opposition to light and ijaowledge, 
must assuredly be most displeasing to the 
Almighty* I was exceedingly grieved to be 
unable to visit myself these devoted and per* 
secuted Vaudois. At one point of our ex- 
cursion to Turin, we weite within twenty-four 
miles of their valleys, but other indispensable 
duties and the ii^unctions as to my health, 
mad^ it impracticable for me to devote the 
time and attention which such a visit would 
have demanded. 

• Already has £180 been ooUeeted amongst the En- 
glish at Biome, after a sermon by the Rev. Lewis Way, 
Something has also been begun by friends in Eng- 
land. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



276 PEAYER FOR HOLY SPIRIT, 

I mention as my eighth and last general re-^ 
flection upon my journey, the duty of exciting 
ourselves and others, at home and abroad, to 
fervent and persevering prayer for the efiusion 
of the grace of the Holy Spirit on the Uni- 
versal Church. The experience of every 
thoughtful tourist confirms that of the servants 
of God in all ages, that man can do nothing of 
himself; the tcnrent of human corruption rolls 
too wide and too strong for his puny arm to 
stop its course. After all the means we can 
use, superstition and infidelity, in other words, 
** the minding of the flesh,** will carry away 
all the petty boundaries which can be reared 
against them* (rod has the key of the human 
heart. Jesus Christ was '^manifes^d to de- 
stroy the works of the Devil.'* The Divine 
Spirit is '* the Lord and Giver of Life." Wliat 
we want is a larger gift of the influences of 
grace. I speak not of the miraciilotts powers 
of the Spirit of God ; these ceased by the close 
of the third century. We renounce all pre- 
tensions to them. I speak not of dreams or 
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visions, or sensible influxes, or direct inspira- 
tions, or new and extraordinary revelations. All 
this we utterly disclaim. I speak of the or- 
dinary, secret, sanctifying work of God the 
Spirit, in illuminating, converting, and con- 
soling fallen man ; that work which unlocks the 
understanding, which liberates the will, which 
purifies the affections, which unites the whole 
soul to Christ in faith, love, and obedience. The 
gifts of this blessed agent have been bestowed 
from time to time in a peculiar manner on the 
Church. Such a period was that of St. Au- 
gustine in the fifth century, to whose con- 
version I have already referred. Again, under 
Peter Waldo, in the twelfth century, a con- 
siderable light burst forth, and the Waldenses 
were planted throughout Europe. The era of 
grace and truth returned at the glorious re- 
formation. Gradually weakened and obscured 
by human darkness since, it is again needed 
as much as ever in the present day. Nay^ 
may I not say it has commenced.^ Are there 
not blessed indications that the grace of the 
Spirit is revisiting the churches? Does not 
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tbe fevival of the doctrines of St. Austin and 
of tbe refomiatioiif or rather of the Bible, mark 
this? Does not the present general acknow- 
ledgment of the doctrine of the Holy Ghost, 
and the wide circulation of that book which 
He inspired and never fiiils to bless, indi- 
cate it? Do not the increasing number of 
awakened and converted clergymen in every 
communion, the difiusion of religious feeling and 
interest in the higher ranks of society in our 
own country, tbe rise and astonishing progress 
of our religious institutions, mark this ? Espe- 
cially, does not the blessed temper of love and 
charity which is so much prevaijii^y denote 
it? Do not tbe favour and aid afforded to 
pious efforts by our own and other govern? 
ments, the eagerness of mankind to welcome 
the benefits we offer themy the men raised up 
suited for various difficult duties, the translation 
of tbe Scriptures into all the languages of the 
earth, the dispersion of mis4onaries amongst the 
heathen and Mohammedan nations, betoken 
this? Does not tbe surprising ^uccens of the 
Bible Society in Europe generally, and of the 
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Various missioifiary bodied in . their particular 
labours iu Western Africa^ in the South Seas, 
in the East and West Indies, and in Caffiraria, 
lead to the same conclusion? It is true» there 
is much remaining to be done — we overrate, 
perhaps^ the compariatiye amount of whiit is 
performed. . But is there not enough con* 
fessedly accomplished, to assure us .that a ne^ 
sera of grace haa begun, and to encourage us 
to fervent prayer for that larger effuripn.of the 
Holy Spirit which can efiect eveQr thing Hire 
yet desire ? Already has the attesition of most 
of the Protestant churches been called to tibis 
momentous subject, In many parts of England, 
Ireland, Germany, Switzerland^ America, trea- 
tises have been widely circulajked, Ciiurses of 
sermons preached, and meetings for prayer in- 
stituted, to excite attention to the importaiice 
of this great blessing. Were it once granted, 
it would include every other. And surely th^ 
position of the spiritual Church, especially in 
England, in parts of Germany, and in America ; 
the feverish state of many of the nations of the 
continent ; the open commotions in Greece and 
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Spain and the Southern Americas; tlie rapid 
difinsion of literature and of religious kniMr- 
ledge over the world; the general strain <^ 
divine prophecy, the spirit of inquiry excited 
among the Jews, and the impenetrable obsti- 
nacy and corruption of the Eastern and West- 
ern Apostaeies, as connected with the near 
flowing out of the three prophetic synchronical 
periods of 1960 years, may bad us to *' lift up 
our heads because our redemption draweth 
nigh^.^ But to leave this genieral view of the 
subject, I observe that prayer for the Ht^ 
d-host would, at all events, sanctify our labours, 
our families, our 4^ildren, our own hearts. It 
would thns make us a blessing wherever we 
travelled. I know not that any reflec&>n was 
more irequendy excited in my mind during my 
tour than this, of the necessity of prayer for 

* The three great events of the fall of Papal Anti- 
duist^ the overthrow of the Mohammedan imposture, 
and the oonversion and return of the houses of Israel and 
Judah^ are considered by all Protestant expositors^ 
Joseph Mede^ Sir Isaac Newton^ Bishops Newton, Kurd, 
and Horsley, Mr. Scott, Mr. F^ber, &c.-^as approaching; 
yea^ as at ths nooaS' 
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.divine grace. What I could do was little; but 
where I could not help by my efforts^ I could 
pray^ Maay.painfiil scenes of jsupentitioii i>r 
infidelity, I could only lament oveiv^-God could 
bring the remedy* The <UTine doctrines which 
I wished in vain to hear from ChristiAn pulpits 
I could not supply*^he Holy Spirit could im- 
plant them in the heart of every minister. The 
moral chaina of thousands and. tens of thou- 
sands I could not break — ^the blessed Spirit 
^€ould dissolve them by his power. The mise- 
ries and sufferings and persecutions which .1 
saw around me, I could not alleviate — ^thelMy 
Ghost could effectually heal them« Prayer, 
therefore, for God'^s Spirit, is die duty, the in* 
tereat, the happiness, of every. Christian, both at 
home and abroad. If EngUshmen .travelJn 
this^ tanper, the more intercourse they. have 
with the continent the better ; they witt benefit 
all whom they visit«-a fragrance, so to speak, 
yea, ** the savour of the knowledge of Christ'' 
will be diffused around them, and incalculable 
good be communicated and received. In any 
other temper than that of prayer^ let no one 
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ventiufe on a ground wbich must be to him 
sown with dangen and temptatidns. He will 
injore instead of aasisting both hiniself and 
others. The prejudices against the Protesfant 
doctrine and erangefical truth, which die ill 
^conduct of Engliahmen abroad have iinplaiited 
or confirmed, are deplorable. And perhaps I 
cannot conclude this series of letters more suit- 
ably, than by saying that, if the Christum needs 
^e support of pn^er and Ad grace c^.ihe 
Slessed Spirit at home, where he. is surrouiiided 
with pious friendly aided by hiabiti and stimo- 
Uted to his duty by abundant means of grace ; 
much more will'herequire this assistance abroad, 
where, his usual safeguards being removed and 
numberless distractions and snares presenting 
themselves, he will often find that his only 
ejflfectual means of safety are the solitude of bis 
Closet, meditation of Holy Scripture, and prayer 
for the sacred Spirit of Grod. 

I am, 

Yours afiectionately» 

D. W. 
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Apennines,, seen fiom Milan Cathedral, 1 1 3 • 

A<iiiediict, Roman, 168. 

Amott, Bev. S^ death of, 1 70. 

Arona, town of, 105. 

Arve, vaflqr of, 44. 

Avenches, andent Aventinum, 10. 

Augustus, arch of, 139. 

Austin, St, jDonveroon of> 118 ; letten, 198. 

Attxerre, city o^ 227 ; cathedral, Und, 

B. 

Baths, remains of Roman, ISO. 
Bardiolomew, St, statue of, 1 13. 
Bayeno, village of, 104. 
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Beds, in Pays Bas, 12. 

Beggan, multifeiides of in Fianoey 2S^* 

Bem, Oberland tour of, 7 ; anns, 8 ; founder, ibid, 

Bernard, Grand St, Hospice at, 76; founded, ibid.; dogs 77, 
84 ; liyes sayed by, ibid, ; temperature, 78, 82 ; monks, 78 ; 
supper at, 80 ; provost, ibid. ; Bonaparte passes by, 81 ^ 
flfiorts to defraud, 82 ; diiq»el,83; break&st at, 84; Han- 
nibal and Julius Caesar passed Alp* of^^S; iOipdentatyStO; 
prayers, 91. 

Bernard, St., 232, 

Bertfaa, Queen, II. 

Beza,257. 

Bible, unknown at Martigny, 72. 

Blanc, Mant, 42 ; view of, 47, 48 ; Oklamit^ in ascent of ia 
1820, 51 ; ascent of by a single Englishauui, 62. 

Blosset, Sir Henry, 41. 

Bonaparte passes Grand St BetnanU 80;, makes ^Kmplon loiid, 
96; catties on Milan Cathedral, H3; bis amjAitlMfitre at 
Milan, 129 ; his triumphal arch, 130; cnnpaied nith Att* 
gustus, 139; improves Mount Cenis road, 153 ; received as 
deliverer at Lyon, 169 ; his abdication, 23&i his plan of 
Madrid, ibid, ; his character, 237 ; gives liberty to Vaudins, 
273. 

Bonaparte Joseph, 42. 

Bonneville, viUlage of, 43. 

Borromeo, statue of, 105; Sunday schools, 123; tomb, 113; 
life^ 145. 

Borromean Isles, 104. 

Bossons, glacier of, 50. 

Bossuet, house where bom, 223 ; diararter, 224. 

Brieg, town of, 96. 

Bucer, Martin, 258. 

Bnllinger, 259. 

Burgundy, Duke of, 9 ; palace, 222. 
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Calvin, John, character, 17 ; last will, 31 i cathedral where he 

preached, 197; letters, 198. 
Calvinism^ opmion of in England, 18. 
Cascenia, town of, 109. 
Catechising, at Milan, 123. 
Catholic lady, converBalion with, 215. 
Catholic peasants receiving tracts, 235. 
Catholics, a class of fluctuating, dissatisfied, 254. 
Cenis, Mount, passage of, 139, 153. 
Cevennes, the, minister of, 203. 
Chamberry, Alp of, 45; town of, 144, 151^ pious peasant of, 

172. 
Chamouny, valley of, 49 ; village of, 51 ; Mer de Glace, 56 1 

mules and guides, 57, 63. 
Charity, the age of, 261, 267. 
Ch^de, lake of, 47 ; cascade near, ibid. 
Qaadhifl, Emperor, speech of, 164. 
Cluse, valley of, 45. 
Coppet, village of, 20. 
Cottverde, Mount of, on ^«r 4e Olaoe, 52. 

Deaf and dumb, Abb6 Sicard^s institution for, 242 ; prayers, 
243 ; answers to questions, 244 ; Massieu, 245. 

Dijon, dty of, 220 ; cathedral, 221 ; miraculous image of Virgin, 
ibid,; palace of, 222; Protestants confounded with Jews, 
ibid. ; house where Bossuet bom, 223* 

Discontent in Italy, 141. 

Doctrine, danger of too high, 1 93. 

Dogs muzzled, 9. 

Ddle, town of, 215 ; Roman antiquities of, ibid. 

Domo d*Osola, town of, 100. 
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Dngonnades, by Louis XIV., against Protestants, 203, 270. 
Dranse, deluge of in 1818, 6$ ; passage oyer desolations of^ 73« 



Egyptian grapes, 104. 

England, opinion of abroad, 190; jealousy of, 195* 

English, a church for the, wanted in Paris, 340. 

F. 

FazeU, letters of, 198. 

Femey, Voltaire's house at, 27, 187 > church at, ibid, 

Fontainebleau, ch&teau of, 229 ; room where Bonaparte abdicated, 

230 ; plan pf Madrid at, ibid. 
Fordaz, mountain of, 64. 
Frangins, chftteau of, 42. 
French, manners of .the, 233; Protestants, persecution of, at 

revocation of edict of Nantes, 270. 



Gemmingen, Baron, oonyersion of, 94* ' 

Geneva, lake of, 19; city of, 22; bridge of, 26; dedine in re- 
ligion at, 4 1 ; attempt on, 46 ; arrival at, 1 84 ; Catholics 
at, 189; Professor of, ]91 ; sermon of removed Regent o^ 
193; views from, 196; cathedral, 197; library, iiW.; 
Savans of, 198; Sunday at, 201; preachers, 202; r^gle- 
ment of, 205 ; ministers of, change duties, 217 ; pious in- 
dividuals at, 218; anecdote of Scotch gentleman at, 265. 

Gibbon, Mr., 159. 

Girard, Pdre, 41. 

Gospel, preaching of, the way to union, 199. 

Gratitude for blessings of England, 268. 

Guides at Chamouny, superior men, 63. 
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Hambttigh) French miDister of, 191. 
Heiihof«r, Pastor, conversion o^ 93. 

Holy Spirit, duty of united prayer for grace of; 276; periods of 
his influenoe, S77 ; marks of it in present day, 278. 

I. J. 

Inquiry, daring, age of, 262. 

Invalids, advice to, 263. 

Jdgny, town of, 22S ; Cardinal Oondi, 22^. 

Ireland, 183. 

Irenee, St., subterraneous church of, 167. 

Irensus, St., 167. 

Italy, entrance of on Simplon road, 100; fidlen, 102 ; temfpera- 

ture delightful, 102 ; vines different from Swiss, ibid. 
Junti Mont, 214. 

L. 

,Lago Maggiore, 103. 

Lanslebourg, village of, 138. 

Lausanne, town of, 13 ; voituriers at, 14; lake of, ilnd,; lodg- 
ings at, 15; fine situation of, ibid,; panorama of, 16; 
Sunday at, 28; persecution at, 30; arrets of, 33; cathe- 
dral, 40; family near to, ibid,; Professor of, 1^8; Bible 
Society of, 19 1 ; good done by English lady at, 265. 

L*£clu8e, fort of, 186. 

Louis XIV., his dragonnades, 203, 270. 

Love, age of Christian, 261. 

Luther, Martin, 257. 

Lyddes, village of, 75 ; pious paper at» ibid, 

Lyon, dtyof, 153; Sunday at, 154; Protestant sermon, 155; 
Catholic sermon, 157; phyridan, 158; Fourvicre, 161; 
N6tTe Dame, 162; revolutionary horrors, 163; prosperity, 
ibid, ; Hotel de Ville, 164 ; Palais des Arts, ibid.; speech 
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of Emperor Gaudius, ibid,; St. bcnie, 166; Romati am- 
phitheatre, 167; dmeti^ie, 169; anenal, iUd*; seeond 
Sonday at, 171 ; mutyn of, 167, 173» &c. ; Peter Waldo, 
of» 177; piafimatioii of sabbath, at, 179; Bible Society, 
iMtf. ; libraiy, 180; rH6tel Dieu, 181 ; Hospice de la Cha* 
iit^l82; fouiidliiigs,'<M<l.; iaahsM pnetiCtt, 183^ ock 
Englidi fiunily, 184; departore from, 185. 

M. 

Mail, from Lyon to Ocneva, 1 85. 

Martigny, town of, eG ; Sunday at, 67 ; maam of prior at, 68. 

Martin, St., Tiflaga of, 44. 

Manyrsof Lyon, 166b 

Maarien, aztaordinary rqplifii afyjat daaf anddumb vSM^ 245* 

Means of doing good abcoad, 373. 

Mer de Olaoe» 54, 55; Alps, seen from, 57, 61 ; couwrda of^ 

52, 61 ; jardin of, 61 ; glaciers, 6S. 
Michel, St, village of, 143. 
Milan, andent Mediolanum, 111 ; Cathedral of white narUe^ 

112; Sonday at, 128; Sunday schools, 1^; wwship of 

Virgin Mary, 194 ; Mint, 181 ; dress of wemm, ibid^ 
Milner's Church History commended, 121 ; citad» 167, 168 ; to 

be translated, 192. 
Milton, portrait o^ 27. 
Missionaries, losses of, 24. 
Montanvert, mountain of, on way to Mer de GlaiBe, 52 ; anecdote 

ofladyat,266. 
Morat, hdce of, 9 ; battle of, ibid* ; monument nt, iO. 
Moudon, town of, 1 1 . 

N. ^ 

Nantes, revocation of Edict of, 270* 

Neckar, M., 20. 

Netherlands, King of, appoints mioiaters, 194. 
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NewtoQ^.Sir Iiaac, 27, 196. 
NyoB) town of, 19^ 914. 



Oetodmum, Mutunty now Maxdguy^ 74«. 
Onieres, village o^ 73. 



Palaces in Italy, 105. 

Patettine, Italy Itte to, lOS. 

Paris, arrival at, 236; Bible Sodety, 238 ; distinguislied penoiu, 
ibid.; Protestant preachers, 240; CaliMlic, 241 ; InstitBie 
for deaf and dumb, 842 ; good doneby AmcfficaifrgeDtlemao 
at, 265. 

Passpoits, 107. 

Payenne, village of, 10. 

Persal; on Simplon road, 97. 

Perte du Rhone, 186* 

Pi8se-Vadie,Mlof,74. 

Pleuis, destmcdoB of in t«18, 249. 

Floating, raamMr of in Savoys 110; 

Po, course of, 134. 

Poligny, town o^ 214. 

Polycaip, 167. 

Pop^dMthofllie,25. 

Popery, sketch of, 69, 70; and Paganism aUke, 126; its gross 
and carnal Abas* of spiritual rel^;ioii| 215; reviving un- 
changed, 252; efiecte of, 253. 

Posting m Italy, 142. 

Pothinus, St, 167. 

Prohibited books, 219. 

Providence of God, reflections on, 242. 

Protestants, persecution of, 270, 272. 
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Protestantum lunk into indifRsencey 255. 
Pundi exhibited at Milan on Sunday, 125. 

R. 

Rctfonnen, our obligationg to, 129 ; scenes of theii^labours, 857 ; 

imitation of, 260. 
Rhone, at Geneva, 21 ; Perte of, 186. 
Rigihiy fltonn at, 8, 14. 
Roguery of Italian waiter, 1 10. 
Rome, anecdote of a friend at, 266. 
Rosa, Mount, 109. 

S. 

Sabbath, pro&natbn of at Milan, 126. . ' 

Satigny, minister of, 1 92. 

Savans, Genevese, 198. 

Savoy, dttdiy of, 43. 

Scott, translation of, on St. Matthew, 17, 25^ 26, 39, 43, 184, 

191, 192, 195, 239. 
Sens, town of, 232. 
Senroz, village of, 46. 
Sesto Calende, town oi^ 108. 
Severus, Emperor, 167. 
Saint Laurent, 214. 

Sicard, late Abb6*s, institution for deaf and dumb, 242. ' 
Simplon, road of, extraordinary, 96y &c 
Sion, town of, 87 ; no bookseller at, ibid. 
Stael, Madame de, 20. 
Stael, Baron de, 20; kindness and benevolence, ibid,; forms 

Bible Society at Feniey, 189. 
Statue, colossal, of Borromeo, 105. 
Steam vessel, 23. 

Superstition, evils of, 251 ; age of, 262. 
Susa, Augustus* arch at, 1 39. 
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Switzerland, central, model of, I96; patriotic ipirit in, 218. 
Swollen necks, 45. 

T. 

Tete Noire, mountain of, 59. 
Ticino, or Tessin, course of, 134. 
Translation of Scott ; «ee Scott. 
Trient, village of, 58. 

Turin, population of, 134; described, 135, &c. ; holj naj^dn at, 
136; university, ibid,; palace, 137; museum, ibid. 

V. 

Valais, the view of, 64 ; description of, 88, 89. 

Vaudois, present sufferings of, 271 ; expulsion from valleys, 272 ; 
return, 273 ; visit of ftiends to, 274; need of aid, 275. 

Virct, 197; letter^ 198. 

Virgin Mary, worship of, 71* 

Voltaire, house of, at Femey, 187; church built by, ibid, ; cha- 
racter of writings, ibid, ; influence, 199. 

W. 

Waggons, curious, 225. 
Waldo, Peter, of Lyon, 1 77^ 
Washing, manner of on continent, 141. 
Wittenbach, M., 8. 
Women in Italy, 107. 



THE END. 
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